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REVOLUTION to the PRESENT TIME. 
6 To oral BIDS De door 30. 056) 
HEN you indulged me with the happineſs of 


attention, and my correſpondence the ſource of your 


ment. 


N 


* 


faction you gave me the opportuni 


mixed with any alloy; yet, my friend, it has ſubjected me 


* 


never croſſed 


£ * 
— z Y 4 


to an anxious deſire of renderin 


your correſpondence, my excellent friend, it 
our imagination, 
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that the ſatis- 
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of enjoying, would be 
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8 The Hitry of Eu fron 


Tur virtues of your character, it muſt be owned. afford a 1 
ample geld for literary eloquence: A detail bf filiat piety in 
inſtances the moſt trying to human fortitude; the ſupportin g 
an independent temper and cond ud in the midſt of the ſer- 
vile , deprarities of a court; the almoſt ſingular inſtance of 

warm patriotifm united to the clerical cha acer; your mode- 


ration in every circumſtance of indulgence which regards 


yourſelf, whilſt you are laviſhing g thouſands on the public 


cauſe, and to inlarge th the happineſs of indiyiduals,; the em- 
plary regularity of your life; your patience and fortitude, and 


even chearfulneſs, under the infirmities of a weak and tender 

Y conſtitution ; 5 and, laſtly, the munificent Aare you have con- 
ferred on me, 2, are ſubjects of ſufficient power. to animate. the 
dullet writer; but theſe are ſubjects, my friend, which I am 


convinced will pleaſe every reader better than yourſelf: And 
as the love of your; country, andithe welfare of the human 


| race, is the only ruling paſſion I have ever diſcerned | in your 


24 4 . . 


character, 1 ſhall avail myſelf of this inclination, and 'engdga- 
vor to fix your. attention by the intereſtin 8 detail of thoſe 
cauſes and circumſtances, , which have inſenſi bly led us from 


| the airy hei ight of i imaginary ſecurity, proſperity, and cleva- 


tion, to our preſent ſtate of 18 and * 


Tur e and the 1 Revolution are "ho two grand 
#ras in our Nun, which are celebrated by every political | 


writer, 


* 


witter, i as + produtiies of the ig bebe hats of ei al Lavres i. 
religious freedom which human ſociety i is capable of ei enjoying; 1 
and yet, my fr friend, your penetrating ſägacity mult fave fed 

you to diſcover, that the Reformation was more the reſult 

of intereſted. policy, than an honeſt zeal to teft6re the pri- 
mitive purity and fimplicity of the chriftian ſyſtem: a pu- 
rity no longer preſerved than whilit the church was totally 
unconnected with the civil power. But 4 Reformation n n = 
theſe Nee ru Have ah RITES the ie deſigns ak a Court nn. 


ru view of Henry the MA e was to grant his TY 

ment againſt the Roman Pontiff, ts entich his coffers with = 

the ſpoils of the clergy, and t. to render his power compleatly 

deſpotic by the union of the ecclelialfic with the civil ſword. 
Theſe pious views have been reli gioully followed by his 
ſucceſſors: church government, inſtead of being new ch6- 


delled on a plan ptoper to preſerve the freedom of the” cofi- 
-  fitution, and the morals of the  pevple; is reũdered 4 3 


miniſterial engine ; the ſpiritual kingdom of Ektiſt, a 
ordinate limb of the ſlate politic ; and the regular — 
of chriſtianity, the profeſſed creatures of govertiment, ai 

the baſe inſtr uments of wicked poll 7 


Ir muſt be owned "the the Keil gave a A ent 2 
aſpect to 5 conſtitution from what it had carried through 5 5 7 b 
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the government, or rather the tyrannjes, 11 che Tudors and 
the Stuarts. The maxim of hereditary, indefeaſible right, 
Shes, which thoſe princes had principally eſtabliſhed. by the afliſt- 
ance of the church, was altogether renounced by a free Par- 
| Fament ; the power of the Crown was acknowled ged to flow 
from no other fountain than that of a contract with the peo- 

ple; and allegiance and protection were declared reciprocal Z 
terms: yet on this great occaſion q when the nation had ſo- 
lemn] y renounced, their allegiance to che male line of the 
Stuarts, for their abuſe of power, and their repeated attempts. 
to deſtroy all the balances of the. conſtitution, and render. the | 
monarchy purely deſpotic ; when they had adopted into the 
regal rights a family 1 who had no pretence to the government 
but that of election; the zeal of the patriots to eſtabliſh the 
perſonal intereſt of their leader, co-operatin g with thoſe irra- 

tional pre) judices which the deteſtable doctrines of the church 
5 had ſown very deep in the hearts of the people, occalioned 
the convention of eſtates, which. eſtabliſhed William on the 
throne, to neglect chis fair opportunity to cut off all the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, to which they had juſtly imputed the 
calamities and i injuries ſuſtained by the nation, and which had 
ever prevented the democratical Principles of the conſtitu- : 
tion from acting to the ſecurity of thoſe liberties and privi- | 
leges winly ſet eh in te, letter of. the law. 


2 


| Revelation to: the je prof Time. 


maturely formed; it was; neither agrecable to the regularity | 


of the Saxon conſtitution which effeQually | ſecured. every pri- 
— vilege it beſtowed; nor did it admit of any of thoſe refine- 


| ments and ii 


had enabled them to make in the ſcience of political ſecurity. 
On the contrary, the new monarch. retained the old regal 


power over parliaments in its full extent; he was left at li- 
| berty to convoke, adjourn, or diffolve them at his pleaſure; k- 
: he was enabled to influence elections, and. oppreſs corpora- 5 


tions; he poſſeſſed the right of chuſing his own council, of 
nominating all the great officers of the ſtate, the old, 


> 


5 the army, the navy, and the church; the abſolute ep 


| over the militia. was reſerved to the crown; and ſo, totally 


void of improvement was. the Revolution ſyſtem, that the 


reliques of the ſtar chamber was retained in the office of the 
Attorney-General, who in the caſe of libels has the power 
of lodging a vexatious, and even a falſe information, y withou | 
being bee to the penalty of coſt or am tc 4 
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Youn ative 8 in hiſtory, my n vin not, 4 
believe, furniſh you. with one exception to this rule; ; that 
when the ſucceſſion i in the government is changed, without a 


ſubſtantial proviſion for the ſecurity of liberty, its total de- 
ſtrudion is accompliſhed, by the meaſure intended for its 


8 


n rovemen ts, which the experience of mankind 


preſervation ; Y 


THe oh of- ſettlement was neither. properly Ligeſted o or Lrras 1. 


P Pu 5 $i 1. 8: 6 


_Lerren 1. 


to defend the government from the 
pretenfions of the dethroned ſovereign ; ; beſides, thoſe. who, 


on prineiples of patriotiſm, are the authors of fuch a Revo- 


Pd 


-leads them to concur in Arengthening 


FE 


wer of "_ reigning ſovereign, 


church and ſtate, or rather, to ſubmit- to the dominion of 


equitable and fixed laws, inſtead of the unſettled tyrannical 


of: a court: It. was to this party William was 
t entirely, indebted: for the. crow Av- the 


— 


rer res T. 

4 

parliament. According to this | | | 
voted, that a conſtant revenue of twelve hundred thouſand. | | 
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of the cruel and tyrannical meaſures of the laſt reign: This 


| The Hr of Enpland foo . 


Larths 2 — This was not the ſentiment ef the modem 
Timoleon. Without weighing the dangerous conſequences 
which in monarchies muſt ever attend a perſonal compliment 


to the ſovereign, he complained of theſe prudent reſtraints 
laid upon the application of the public money, as marks of 
diffidence, by which he was diſtinguiſhed from his prede- 
ceſſors; and even threatened to leave the ey in the lurch, 
and n retire to Holland. 


William did not long labor under theſe n 1 
the tory faction, whoſe principles led them to oppoſe every 
limitation to royal power, had been only induced to comply 
with the whigs, through the terror of attainders, to which 
they were liable from the guilt they had incurred as abettors 


party no ſooner perceived that William was as tenacious of 
power as his predeceſſors, than they began to form deſigns N 


to diſappoint the whigs of all the ſalutary fruits of the Re- 


volution. With the aſſiſtance of the Peers, they fruſtrated 
an attempt made for regulating the militia, in a manner 
which would have rendered it in a great meaſure independant 
of the King, and the Lords Lieutenants of counties; and 
through Lord Nottingham, who, though a leader of the tory 
faction, had been appointed ſecretary of ſtate, they offercd to 


exert their whole ſtrength in favour of the crown, i 2 


they 


* 


Meet to the preſent Time. 


tion of the whigs. 


THz ſhutting the doors of both houſes to thoſe delinquents 
who had been the moſt active in the meaſures of the laſt 
reign, and depriving them of their votes at elections by an 
act of incapacitation, was a fee te ſcheme of the whigs ; 
becauſe it was the only circumſtance which could enable 
5 them to give the balances of the conſtitution their due poiſe, 
and to model the government to the plan of a well regu- 
6 lated monarchy. It was then, with the utmoſt chagrin, 
that they found the King intereſt himſelf ſo earneſtly for 
the declared enemies of freedom, as to ſend a meſſage to 
: the Commons by Mr. Hambden, 1 in which he recommended 
” bill of indemnity as the moſt effectual means to put an 
end to all controverſies, diſtinctions, and occaſions of diſ- 
cord. The whigs had the addreſs to defeat the King's deſign 
for ſome time ; but the parties were ſo equally balanced in 
Parliament, that a bill for reſtoring corporations to their an- $ 
cient rights and privileges, paſſed by one vote only, with the 
rejection of two clauſes againſt thoſe who were concerned in 
the ſurrendering charters. It is ſaid that the whigs inte- 

reſted themſelves ſo earneſtly for the fate of this bill, that | 
they promiſed to manifeſt their gratitude, ſhould it be paſſed 


Vor. 2 5 2 A firſt 


Wy + were {ereened by an act of indernnity from the perſeen- rerrss I. 


into a law ; but be this as it may, the little influence they FE 


10 


The 22 of England, fron the 


'LeTTz8 L firſt had wht the King was daily declining; BY leaders of 
the tory faction were not only admitted to his councils; they 
were gratified with the diſmiſſion of two ſtaunch whi gs, the 
Earls of Monmouth and Warrington, and the moſt violent 


of the party was taken into the commiſſion of the ** 


nancy of London. 


You have lived too many years in the world, my friend, 
to be ſurprized at inſtances of royal ingratitude, and undoubt- 
.edly have long learned to put no confidence in princes ; nor 


do I pretend to tell you novelties, or to have any other end 
in this narration, but to revive your memory on the facts ne- 


ceſſary to connect that train of eyents which have compleated 
the overthrow of the whig principles, and bids fair to render 
the government of this country as intolerable a deſpotiſm as 
the Romans endured after the ruin of their commonwealth. 


By the countenance, if not by the aſſiſtance of the King, 


” the tories gained fuch a majority in the new Parliament, that | | 


Sir John Trevor, a warm partizan of the faction, was choſen 


| ſpeaker; and, according to ſome authors, undertook to pro- 


cure a majority at the devotion of the court, provided he 
ſhould be ſupplied with the ſums neceſſary for corruption: 
however, it was with ſome difficulty, though the whole 


2 of court intereſt was * into the ſcale, that a bill, 
which os 


| Revolition to-thi choad Time, „ r. 
| kick ehe the laws oi | in | the convention ir parliament Lerre „ 
valid, found its way to the throne. The moſt violent of the 
faction, with the Earl of Nottingham, the ſecretary of ſtate, 
at their head, entered a proteſt againſt it; yet William had 
ſo entirely flung himſelf into the arms of the party, chat, in 


the midſt of a fierce debate on the import of a bill requiring. 
all ſubjects in office to abjure James Stuart, an intimation 


was ſent to the Commons that the King deſired they would „„ 
my the debate, and proceed to buſineſs of greater importance. 


Ir is ſaid, that the bs ne — to the King, that the 
paſſing this bill would throw him intirely into the hands of 


the whigs, who would renew their old practices againſt pre + 
rogative. His interpoſition on this occafion highly diſguſted: 

the friends of liberty : the Earl of Shrewſbury ſo warmly re- 

ſented it; that he withſtood the perſuaſive eloquence of Dr. 

Tillotſon, ſent from the court to ſoften his anger; and though 5 

ſtrongly preſſed on the occaſion, refuſed to 59 the ſeals till; 

the King returned from Ireland. * 


Tur whigs were ſo entirely foiled in every effort they made 
to vindicate the liberties of the people, and obtain juſtice on 
public delinquents, that a bill to attaint the blood and forfeit. : 
the eſtates of the execrable Jeffries, proved as. unſucceſsful . 
as their other attempts ; and whilſt the family of this deteſt- 

Oz able 


8 a . i F ** — a ney” ib ay 9 , 18 a 594 N 9823 * . * 
5 Q” £ - _ KJ 1 S I: « . I w _ . T0 * 
> 3 o — o % * LO" 2 * ann Co. 
9 F 5 1 ome 4 1 * 8 N ” IE * 
4 a & « 2 6 * a 1 . y , 0 * 5 4 3 OE "IO 
2 u " K F * "+ * L I 
a _ * — H 9 —— eat ef ——— _ 4 0 — ** 
„ Fe * bo * „ N Pres po — — n ＋Z—2— Ä ᷣ— 4 
N . 3 5 OO SS 9 b I 8 * * 5 A 0 e pe * n 9 * N 
a 4 7 a 3 8 * N 2 * * > ls Me » ried 2 r : I, a 
* 1 N 7 2 * 8 
* 8 F 
. . 4 
* FR 


PP 
— — Sp 


LerTes I. 


7 be E. jfory of Bags from the | 


able citizen were {pete to enj oy the fruits of his villain, : 


the brave, the virtuous, the. patriotic Ludlow, was refuſed 


the ſatisfaction of ſpending the ſhort remainder of life in his 


own country ;—a country, for whoſe welfare he had often 


bled, and had offered the ſacrifice of his life and e 


In return for theſe weighty compliances, William was | 
gratified with the hereditary exciſe during his life, and the 
cuſtoms for four years: an act of indemnity paſſed, with the 
exception of thirty perſons only; and from this period the 


King was enabled to balance parties in a manner, to give the 
preponderating weight to every court meaſure. The tories 


looked up to him for preferment, and the whigs for ſafety ; ; 


and both parties vied with each other in adulatory addreſſes, 


and unconſtitutional compliances: nor were the two factions, 
of hi gh church and low, much leſs favorable to the power of 


government. As William was a Calviniſt by profeſſion, and 
a friend to toleration, he had the whole body of Diſſenters at 


his command ; who, little attending to the intimate connec- | 
tion there is between civil and religious liberty, and the 
impoſſibility of preſerving the one with the loſs of the other, 


regarded the enlargement of the King' 8 power as a neceſſary 


bulwark inn the e of the church. 


| 3 deaneries, and other church dignatories, 
with a large number of livings in the diſpoſal of the 
crown, 


Revolution: to. the prefent Tine. . 


0 


high church clergy ; eight biſhops, indeed, refuſed to take 
the oaths, but their biſhoprics were ſoon filled. with | men of 
more complying conſciences ; and as the doctrine of indefea- 
fible right was not at preſent the road to preferment, the 
brethren i in general declared, that the paſſive obedience and 
| non-reſiſtance, required in ſcripture were indiſcriminate, and 


therefore concluſive in regard to the preſent government. 


A war with France was a natural conſequence of the Re- 
volution. By the violation of all. treaties, and the laws of 
every nation, the French King had rendered his power the 
terror and the ſcourge of Europe ; the conniving with his 
ambitious views was in general regarded : as the moſt criminal 
part of the adminiſtration of the laſt reigns ; and the afſiſt- 
ance he had given to his old friend and ally, James, by 


which he was enabled to invade and ravage Ireland, was an 


additional provocation, which enereaſed the reſentment of 


all the friends to the Revolution. William, whoſe ruling 


paſſion was military heroiſm, had long and eagerly ſought 
an opportunity to revenge the inſults and injuries his country 
had received from the ambitious Lewis: it was at this pe- 


. riod that a confederacy which he had propoſed among the 


| princes of the empire began to take effect: the Emperor ne- 
gotiated an alliance, offenſive and defenſive, with the States- 
General, 


ay 77 


crown, enabled the Bar to e the reſentment of the Lerren 1 


* f * 


n 


"The H. Rory of England, you: the 
ade binding the contracting parties to co-operate with 


their whole power againſt F rance and her allies. It was ſli- 


pulated that neither fide ſhould engage in a ſeparate treaty, 


on any pretence whatever : that no pezce ſhould be admitted 
until the treaties of Weſtphalia, Oſnaburgh, Munſter, and 
the Pyrendes, ſhould be vindicated; that in caſe of a nego- 
| tiation for peace, or truce, the tranſactions on both ſides 
ſhould be communicated bona fide; and that 8 pain and 
England ſhould be invited to accede to the treaty. 


Tux engaging England as a principal in FE OR 
was a favorite object of William's policy ; nor was it long 
before he was gratified to the full. In conſequence of the 
fore- mentioned invitation, M r. Hambden made a motion in 
the lower houſe for takin 8 into conſideration the ſtate of the | 
kingdom, with reſpect to France and foreign alliances: the 
Commons unanimouſly reſolved, that in caſe his Majeſty 
ſhould think fit to engage in a war with France, they would 


enable him to carry it on with vigor. In conſequence of this 


reſolution, an addreſs was drawn up and' preſented to the 


King, defiring he would ſeriouſly confider the deſtructive 
meaſures taken of late years by the French king, againſt the 


trade, quiet, and intereſt of the nation; particularly, his pre- 
ſent invaſion of Ireland, and ſupporting the rebels of that 


kingdom : further, that the parliament did not doubt but 
| — 


| Revolution to the prot Time. 


Z 


25 


the alliances already made, with thoſe which might bertafber leres d 


be concluded by his Majeſty, would be ſufficient to reduce . 
the French King to ſuch a condition, that it ſhould be no 1 


more in his power to Violate the peace of Chriſtendom, nor 
prejudice the trade and proſperity of England. At the end of 


the addreſs the King was aſſured, that he might depend on the 
aſſiſtance of parliament, according to the vote which had 


| 1 8 in the houſe of commons. | 


Tax thattee of the parliament's addreſs was too flattering to 
the King' s inclination not to be complied with: a war was 


immediately declared againſt the French monarch, and Lewis 
was charged with having ambitiouſly invaded the territories 


of the Emperor, and denounced war againſt the allies of 


England in violation of the treaties confirmed under the gua- 
ranty of the Engliſh crown; with having encroached upon 


the fiſhery of Newfoundland; invaded the Caribbee Iſlands ; | 


taken forcible poſſeſſion of New-York and Hudſon's Bay; 
made depredations on the Engliſh at ſea; prohibited the im- 


portation of Engliſh manufactories; diſputed the right of 
the flag; perſecuted many Engliſh ſubjects on account of re- 


— 


ligion; and with having ſent an armament to Ireland. 


Tur King of France; who, with the affifinacs ef ds two 


the 


laſt Engliſh ſovereigns, had been able to bully all Europe for 


| 16 „ The E. ory of England, fron the 


IürrII I. the do of near thirty years, 58 no > marks of dej ection 
5 at this confederacy: he ſupplied James with a fleet, conſiſting 
of fourteen ſhips of the line, ſeven frigates, three fire-ſhips, 
and a large number of tranſports And this prince, with 
twelve hundred Britiſh ſubjects, and ſeveral of the beſt of the 

F rench officers, landed at Kinſale in Ireland, on the twenty- 

. ſecond day of March, 1689. By the attachment of the Earl 

of Tyrconnel, who commanded in Ireland, and who had 
found means to amuſe William, he was joined on his landing 
with an army of thirty-eight thouſand men, and the whole 


kingdom, except the city of Londonderry, received him 
with ſubmiſſion. 


„I i aſſerted by ſome authors, that Tyrconnel had ſent 
ſeveral meſſages to King William, that he was ready to de- 
liver the kingdom of Ireland to any force which might render 
a ſurrender decent and that his offers were rejected, on 
the reaſon, that ſhould Ireland yield, no pretence could re- 
main for keeping an army in pay. Be this as it may, 
by William' s attention to the affairs of the continent, and 4 
by reaſon of the motley complection of his council, who were 
compoſed of whigs, tories, and jacobites, thirty ſhips of war, 
which had been put in commiſſion i in F ebruary, were not all 
ready to ſail in April; when Admiral Herbert, who com- 
manded on the occaſion, was obliged to put to ſea with only 
e part of the fleet. 


Janzs 
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immediat concluſion, and carrying his army either to the 
north of England or the weſt of Scotland, as he was deſired 


gallant and obſtinate a reſiſtance, that it encouraged the Inniſ- 


advantages in ſeveral ſkirr ah hes with the mem. 


aſſiſtance of a popiſh parliament, a law was made to repeal 
the a& of ſettlement paſſed in the beginning of the reign of 


proteſtant widows ;, the poſſeſſors and tenants were not per- 
mitted to remove their ſtock and corn; and, to complete the 

deſtruction of the party, an act of attainder was paſſed Gt 
all proteſtants, whether male or female, who were abſent 
from the kingdom, and/likewiſe againſt all thoſe who did not. 


bels, or were any ways aiding, abetting, or afſifting to them, . 
from the firſt ty ef Augatt in the m. 


to do by his adherents on this fide the water, he loſt all- his | 
killingers to raiſe twelve regiments, with which ey * | 


TuIs, wy friend, was not t the * . error 14 the con⸗ 
duct of this infatuated bigot: by the advice, and with tlie 


Charles the Second; nor was any regard paid to ſuch proteſtant- 
owners as had purchaſed eſtates for valuable conſiderations; | 
no allowance was made for improvements ; no proviſion for. 


own the authority of King James, or correſponded with re- 
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J. AMES * not ſufficient abilities to make the moſt of 15 1. 
advantages: inſtead of bringing the affairs of Ireland to an 
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Tux number of proteſtants who were by this act declared | 
traitors, and adjudged to ſuffer the pains of death and forfei- 


ture, with the excluſion of all hopes of pardon, or benefit of 


appeal, amounted to three thouſand : and as if this proc ced- 


ing was not ſufficient to alienate the affections of * pro- 


5 tellant in the whole Britiſh empire, the executive part of 


James's government was as arbitrary as the legiſlative; the 
ſhops of tradeſmen and the kitchens of burghers were pillaged, 


to ſupply the mint with a quantity of braſs, which was con- 


verted into current coin; an arbitrary value was ſet upon it, 


and all perſons required to take it in POE,” under ſevere 
TO 


 Araxof twenty thouſand pounds a month was impoſed 


by the King's authority ; ; ſoldiers were permitted to live on 
free quarters; licenſes and protections were abuſed; and the 


proteſtants, who had laid out all their braſs money in hides, 
tallow, wool, and corn, were obliged to ſell theſe commodi- 


ties at the price fixed on them by the tyrant. 


As it was the intention of James and his council to root 
out proteſtantiſm from Ireland, all vacancies in the public 
ſchools were ſupplied with popiſh teachers. The penſion 


allowed from the exchequer to the univerſity of Dublin was 


cut off; the vice-provoſt, fellows, and ſcholars were expelled, 


and 


PR „ 87K 3 
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and their fond plate, and libracy gige their college Levrzs l. 
was converted into a garriſon, and their chapel into a maga= oa © 
zine; a popiſh prieſt was appointed provoſt, and Maccartny, 

of the ſame profeſſion, library-keeper. When biſhoprics and 

benefices in the gift of the crown became vacant, the profits 

were lodged i in the exchequer ; the cures were totally neg- 

| lected; and the revenues chiefly employed i in the maintenance 

of popiſh biſhops and 3 who in ſeveral e, ſeized the 

pro teſtant churches. 


On the appearance of ſhips in the bay of Dublin, one pro- 
clamation was iflued, forbidding the proteſtants to aſſemble 
in any place of worſhip, or elſewhere, on pain of death; 
another commanded them to give up their arms, on pain of e 
being treated as rebels and traitors; and a third, publiſhed by e 

Lutterel, governor of Dublin, required the farmers to bring 5 

in their corn for his Majeſty s horſes within a certain day, on 

penalty of being hanged before their own doors. Theſe and 

many other unneceſſary cruelties were, in direct oppoſition 5 1 
the tenor of five proclamations, publiſhed by James on his 
firſt arrival in Ireland: and indeed, my friend, had this ſavage 
bigot preſerved any reaſonable terms with the Proteſtants in 
this kingdom, or conducted his ſhort adminiſtration on the 
principles of equity and moderation, . he would have ſtood no 
mean chance of re- mounting the Britiſn chrone. 3 TE, 
1 „ 


0 E Hitny nn Auk the 


ler. Tas Whigs had received too little advantage from the rovo« 
lation, to be ſatisfied with the incteaſe of taxes, which a 
gratuity to the Dutch, to the amount of fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds, and the expence of the army neceſſary to reduce 

Treland, had occaſioned. The affections of the wartheſt friend: 

to the revol tion were i highly alichated, that Halifax, one 

of William's prime evunſellors, declared, that were James to 

bobtbim with the proteſtants, he could not be kept Four 

months from re- —_—_— the throne. 


Ir whs fo ivigty the opinion ef the public, that in the 
management öf the ſupplies deſtined for Ireland, William 
had been betrayed by the jacobite part of his miniftry, that 

on the meeting of the Engliſh parliament, the Lords, after 
addrefling the King to put the Ile of Wight, Jerſey, Ouernſey, : 
Scilly, Dover Cattle, and the other fortreſſes of the kin gdom | 
In a poſtüre of defence, and to diſarm the papiſts, empowered 
A e to enquire into the miſearriages of Ireland; but 
nm not till the Commons had paſſed a very angry vote 
ag bum the King's counſellors, that the Parliament were gra- 
tified with the inſpection of the minute book of the com- 
mittee for Iriſh affairs: it was reſolved, that an addreſs ſhould 
de preſented to the King, declaring, chat the ſaccour deſtinetl 
for che relief öf Treland had been retarded by unneceſhury de- 
lays; that the traniports prepared were not ſufficient to con- 
f voy 


2 


voy the ens and that ſeveral Hips bad born wn y the Livres t. 
anne _— 300 | 


- c. 


Tas Marquis of cindy and Halifax had been * 
deep in the guilt of the laſt reigns. Dating the adminiſtration 
of Charles the Second, an impeachment of high treaſon had 
been formally lodged againſt Carmarthen; and it was now 
moved by Howe, vice-chamberlain to the "Queen, that an 
addreſs ſhould be ſent ap againſt ſuch counſellors as had been 
| irmprached in parliament, and had betrayed the liberties of 
the nation : the queſtion on this motion was carried in the 
negative by a ſmall majority; and as a proof that the Com- 
mons were at this time rouſed from their ſtate of compliant EE 
 ſupineneſs, a motion made by Mr. Hambden, for a further 
ſupply to the King, was not ſeconded by any member : how- 
ever, as the grounds for the motion were intercepted le 
from James to his partizans, containing hints of an intended 
 4nvaſion, u bill was brought in for attainting ſeveral perſons 
in rebellion againſt their Majeſties; and it was reſolved to 
draw up an addreſs te the King, deſiring him to ſecure and 

diſarm all * Note. 


# PROTO in the next defſions of this pa iament, my friend, 
that che whigs made ſeveral attempts to obſtruct the paſſing 
he act of indemnity, and ſeveral efforts to bring delinquents 

to 


Tue Hi ory of England; from the 


Lures, L to juſtice, which have been noticed in the beginning of this 


letter. The examination of the reaſons” for the miſcarriage 
in Ireland was reſumed; and it was found that the inac- 


tivity of Marſhal Scomberg, who had been landed ſome time 
in that kingdom, was owing to the ill conduct of Shales, 


purveyor-general to the army, who had exereiſed the ſame 
office under King James. This diſcovery, and other inſtanees 


of miſmanagement, and the King's refuſal to. give any anſwer 


to an addreſs of the Commons, in which they deſired to know 


by whom Shales had been recommended to his office, threw : 


_ 


the whole party of whigs into ſuch ill humor, that Hamb- 
den, after having expreſſed his ſurprize that the adminiſtration 
ſhould conſiſt of thoſe very perſons whom King James had 
employed when his affairs were deſperate, moved, that the 
King ſhould be petitioned in an addreſs to diſcard ſuch per- 
ſons from his preſence and councils. 


1 SHOULD Jengihen this to- a tedious narration, my friend, 
were I to relate the number of theſe kind of motions which 
were made by the whigs, and all paſſed in the negative: 


however, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that, enraged to find 


themſelves continually foiled by tories and placemen, the 
queſtion was propoſed by the party, whether a placeman 
ought to have a ſeat in the houſe; and after a very warm de- 


bate, it was carried in the affirmative, on the futile pretence, 


that 


n . es EL diets 


os fs. Seb, Sa \ h - „ . 4 2 N 
F n r —* 


CER - dr re n 
n r 1 ol = c AS; a * 


r 


$f 
1 
" 
5 
4 
© 
* 
* 
in, 
= 
* 
— 
„* 
41 
7 
10 
* 
m 
ry 
9 
2 
2 
1 
* 
* 
"A 
© 
3 
2 
05 
act? 
Po 
pA 
* —— 
8 
4 
= 
aZ 
oy 
=, 
- Ly 
* 
9 
A 
25 
Ez 
—_ 
o 
F 
2 
FY 
R 
To 
5 
i 
"vp 
gry 
#5 
1 
2 


S ' * * 1 = 
e Ss ee e eee 
WH af 3 os Z _ | _ 


r ö 
„ e ate 


Nevolurim #0. the ve Tims. 


As the affairs of Ireland. grew very preſſing, and William 
had found himſelf repeatedly betrayed by ſervants, which, for 


reaſons of policy, he did not chuſe to diſcard, he determined 
to finiſh the war in that country in perſon : the good effects 


of this reſolution were ſoon experienced ; a general engage- 


ment enſued ; the Iriſh met with a total defeat; and James, 


who ſeems to have apprehended nothing ſo much as the 
falling into the hands of his ſon-in-law a ſecond time, fled 
with precipitation and retired to France. Dublin was aban- 


doned by the papiſts, and the adminiſtration returned into 


the hands of the proteſtants. 


Ax advantage which the French flect obtained at Beachy- 


Head over the combined forces of the Engliſh and the Dutch, 


put the government of England in great conſternation : the 


French fleet rode in triumph in the channel for many weeks; 


nor was there any regular force in the kingdom ſtrong enough 


to face any army which had been landed in the name of 
ing Ow | 


II is aſſerted, that it was the deſign of the French King 


to ſend a ſquadron of twenty-five frigates to St. George's- 
| ; Channel, 


* 
; that by ſuch an cietakot the commonwealth would be de- Lerres I, 
| prived of ſome of the ableſt ſenators in the kingdom. Bee 


* 
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Channel, to burn all the ſhips on both ſides, but ſuch aß 
ſhould be neceſſary to tranſport his ally, and ſome troops, to 
England : had this ſcheme been put in execution, it muſt 


have confined William in Ireland, whilſt his rival mounted 
the throne ; but the flight of James diſconcerted the plan; 
his conduct in Ireland damped the ſpirits of his party in 

England; and a victory, which, with good policy and forti- 


tude on the fide of the exiled Prince, had been ſufficient to 
have reinſtated him in power, was now followed with the im- 


priſonment of ſeveral of the moſt zealous of his friends, with 


the commitment of the Engliſh admiral, the Earl of Tor- 
rington, and with loyal addreſſes to the throne from every 
part of the kingdom. However, the faction in Ireland, en- 


couraged by the ſucceſs of the French fleet, refuſed to lay 


down their arms. William in perſon was repulſed from the 


town of Limerick; and Ireland, harraſſed by the cruel ra- 
= of the armies on both ſides, exhibited a ſcene of ſlaugh- 


er, deſolation, and every ſpecies of bar barity, which attend 


| FX - civil broils of bigotted and unrelenting factions. 


WIII IA, who found the conqueſt of the Iriſh a much 
more difficult undertaking than he apprehended, put the 


command of the army under two Dutchmen, the Count de 


Solmes, and the Baron de Ginkle committed the civil 
nn. of * 


Lord Sydney, and Thomas 
Coningſby; 
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| Revalurion, fo the preſent Dime. 
. after bis re- 


Coningſby, and failed for Englanc 
| pulſe at Limerick. 


on the following terms of capitulation ;— 


All papilt were reſtored to the ny oyment of ſuch liberty 
in the exerciſe of religion, as was conſiſtent with the laws of 


the reign of Charles the Second: 
All perſons whatever, excepting certain individuals wv 
indulged with a general pardon of all attainders, outlawries, 


and other crimes and miſdemeanors whatſoever, committed 
fince the beginning of the reign of James the Second : 


It was agreed that no perſon ſhould be ſued or impleaded, 


rents, tenements, lands, or houſes, . received or enjoyed ance 
the beginning 0 of the war: 


were forfeited or exiled, who had acted i in the rebellion, were 


25 
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Tux Iriſh 5 not entirely reduced till the year 169 3 
when having loſt almoſt all their towns, and being ſur- 
rounded on every ſide by the Engliſh forces, a ſurrendered 


Ireland, and conformable with that which they WATT in 


treaſons, miſpriſion of treaſon, premunires, felonies, treſpaſſos, 


on either ſide, for any treſpaſs, or made accountable for the 
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Every nobleman and gentleman compriſed in the antics | 
were authorized to keep a ſword, a caſe of piſtols; and a gun, 
for his defence and amuſement: 


„ 


The inhabitants of garriſons were permitted to remove 


their goods and chattels, without ſearch, viſitation, or pay- 


ment of duty: All officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of King 
James, comprehendin g a diſſolute and cruel banditti, called 


the rapparees, willing to go beyond ſea, were at liberty to 


march in bodies to the places of embarkation, to be conveyed _ 
to the Continent, with the French officers and troops; this 


body were to be furniſhed with paſſports, convoys, and car- 
riages, by land and water, and Ginckle, the Engliſh general, 
engaged to provide ſeventy ſhips, if neceſſary, for their tranſ- 
portation, with two men of war for the accommodation of 


their officers, and to ſerve as a convoy to the fleet: 


All the as were to march out of their reſpeative 
towns and fortreſſes with the honors of war: 


The Iriſh * were to have liberty to 1 nine hundred 
horſes : 


All priſoners of war were to be ſet at liberty ; and none of 
thoſe who were willing to quit the kingdom were to be de- 


tained on account of debt, or any other pretence. | 
— Ar 
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155 1s plain, my friend, chit William was ifafirgtie: at all Lzrrzu 1. 
events to pleaſe the party in England, by giving terms of 
ſuch unexampled indulgence to the Iriſh papiſts and jaco- 
bites; or, in order to have full leiſure to proſecute the war 
on the continent, he was determined at any expence to avoid 
further trouble. i in. Ireland. 

1 HAVE given you all the particulars if this famous treaty, 
| filed, the treaty of Limerick, becauſe it was directly oppoſite 
to the ſenſe of a pill which had paſſed the En gliſh houſe of 
Commons ; 3 and it was a ſubject of high diſguſt to the pro- 
teſtants of Ireland, who complained, that thoſe who had 
ſuffered for their loyalty to King William were neglected, and 
obliged to abide by their loſſes, whilſt their enemies, who 


had ſhed deluges of blood i in oppoſing his government, and 1 
who had committed acts of cruelty, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, 


whilſt power was in their hands, were diſmiſſed with the ho- 
nors of war, and tranſported at the expence of government. to 


fight againſt the Engliſh | in n, countries. 


1 the Iriſh NGOs found themferes obliged to fobmit 
do the unreaſonable dictates of an individual, whom they had 
called in for their ſupport, protection, and deliverance, the: 
Engliſh were at this time under the ſame mortifying circum- 


ſtance. A rebellion, quelled with the impolitic conduct of 
: 5 B42 huis 


The ir Bend foo the 


; 1 rival, Jil given permanence and extent to Walliam' 8 


authority: it was in vain that the friends of liberty, on re- 
cent diſguſt, had renewed their batteries againſt the Marquis 


of Halifax, and endeavored to revive the i im peachment of the 
Marquis of Carmarthen: it was in vain that they complained 


that the Earl of Nottingham, an enemy to theRevolution, was 
at the head of the King's counſels : it was in vain that they 
complained of deſpotic government in Ireland; of abuſes in 
the articles of Limerick, to the prej udice of the proteſtants; 


of embezzling the ſtores left in the towns and garriſons by 


the late King James; and of recruiting the troops with Iriſh 
papiſts, who had been in the rebellion : it was in vain that 


they oppoſed the eſtabliſhment of a ſtanding army, and con- 


ſequently the addition of oppreſſive taxes. All theſe points 
were carried againſt them by the courtiers of all denomina- 


tions; and in the ſhort ſpace of three years after the Revolu- 


tion, the Engliſh found themſelves involved in all the trou- 
bles of the Continent ; in danger of domeſtic thraldom, from 


a large military eſtabliſhment, and an increaſe of the public 


burthens full two thirds, i. e. from twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds, to three millions four hundred eleven thouſand fix 


. and ſeventy-five pounds. 


Ipo not know, my friend, whether you are diſpoſed to | 


be entertained with my narration ; but, for my part, I am 
tired 
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tired with the ſubje& of public abuſes, therefore ſhall lay Levruz I. 
down my pen, and endeavor to refreſh my wearied ſpirits _ 
with ſome work of imagination, where government anſwers 
its juſt end, prinees are all wiſe and 6 
the ſubjects happy and content. | | 
| I am, ever, &c, | 
| : ; RD, 7 
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177727 IT, A” TER | paying me many clegant compliment on the 


unaffected ſtile of my narrative, which, you aſſure me, 


eonveys to you a very full idea of the temper of parties, and 
the humor of the times, you tell me, my dear friend, that 
the conduct of the partizans of liberty, if there were any who 
deſerve that appellation, was very reprehenſible, and that 


they cannot ſtand excuſed to poſterity for not taking advan- 


tage of the perſonal averſion of the jacobites to limit the 


power of the elected monarch, according to the ideas enter- 


tained at this criſis by thoſe who were the moſt enlightened. i 


of the party on the intereſting ſubject of political ſecurity. 


THIS 
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minutely into the hiſtory of theſe times, has, I own to you. 


my friend,” been a matter of aſtoniſhment to me. 


Tux diſlike, and even abhorrence, which the jacobites 
conceived for a man who, according to their notions, had 
' trampled on the ſacred right of ſucceſſion, and uſurped the 
power of the Lord's Anointed would undoubtedly have led 


them to oppoſe the ambitious views of William; but the 
jacobites, whoſe political errors flow entirely from religious 


bigotry, were but a ſmall number in compariſon to the tories, 


whoſe corruptions primarily ariſe from the badneſs of their 


hearts, and from n infect their * | 


THis political ſect may juſtly be termed idol worthippers; 3 
they make a deity of human power, and expect particular 


benefits for their ſervile offerings. They look with ma- 


| lignant eyes on democratical privileges, merely becauſe they 
affect the happineſs of ſubjects in general; they grant power 
to the ſovereign as miſers lend money, with the view of ille- 
gal intereſt ; and willingly ſubje& themſelves to the inſo- | 
lence of ſuperiors, on the hope that they may have it in 


their power to return the inſult on thoſe whom they mw 
in the gas of inferiors. 
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Alx this party, my friend, were, to a man, againſt en- 
croaching on what they termed the juſt prerogative of the 
crown ; and it was for this reaſon that they were courted and 
truſted by the new King. 


| b that declaration which William ſent to England before 
he came over, ſays the excellent Davenant, was the polar 
ſtar by which our ſtate pilots were to ſteer their courſe, it was 
well known, that to keep the ſame parliament fitting ſo many 
years was what had chiefly debauched the gentry of this king- 
dom, it was therefore that in the act for declaring the rights 


and liberties of the ſubject, ſome proviſion ſhould have been 


made againſt that evil for the future. 


SEVERAL miniſters, who have betrayed their king and 


country, have gone on to the laſt with impunity by parlia- 
ments being quite kept off; but more have found ſhelter for 
their crimes in houſes which have held long together, and 


of which they have had the handling for many ſeſſions. 
Could men pretend to be patriots, and not take care of ſecu- 
ring that poſt? could our freedom be any way certainly loſt, 
but by laying aſide the uſe of parliaments, as was deſigned i in 
the reign of Charles the Firſt; or by keeping them ſo long 


fitting, till a majority of members ſhould be under en gage 


ent mh. the court, as had almoſt happened in the time of 
Charles 


Revolution fo the Some: Time. 


Charles the Second? were we not both times upon tha very 
: brink of ruin, and in hazard of being no more a free people? 
did it not therefore import that party, which had heretofore 
made ſuch high profeſſions of liberty, to provide that England 
might be no more threatened with the ſame danger ? ſhould 
not this have been a main article in our contract with their 
ee tg n their acceſſion to | the throne? 


had not abandoned all their old principles, they might have 
formed us a laſting eſtabliſhment, ſuch as could not have been 


ſhaken by domeſtic rage or foreign power; but inſtead of 
building on theſe foundations, and taking ſuch meaſures as 


not obnoxious to any cenſure, ſome perſons have given mani- 
feſt proofs that- they were actuated by no ſort of principle, and 
that in their doings they were rather ſwayed by private inte- 
reſt, revenge, ambition, and other appetites, than guided by 
any ſenſe of the public good; for we had no ſooner upon 
the throne a prince feared and reverenced abroad, and idolized 


which * called him over. 


tie] my friend, were the ſentiments and 


had rendered our proceedings fafe in their conſequences, and 


o 
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7 POR FO! ſo zus of our rights 


here, but ſome perſons nee; voy the cauſe for 


of a nnn of a man in reputation with all parties for 


* 


LETTER N. 


7 he H. 2 of agland, from the 
political wiſdom and ſagacity. However, it is aſſerted by a 


modern author, that previous to the ſettlement of the crown, 
the whigs made a ſtrong effort in favour of public liberty ; 
that a committee was appointed by the lower houſe to draw 


up the claims of the ſubject; but that the party were ſtopped 


in their career by a meſſage from William, to the following 


purport—That if they infiſted on new limitations, he would 
This author taxes 


leave them to the mercy of James.— 


William with deſign in the unpardonable neglect of Ireland; 
and his aſſertions on this head are authorized A the follow- 


ing obſervations of Davenant ; ; 


Taz buſineſs of Ireland, at the beginning of the Revolu- 
tion, is a pregnant inſtance how much deſigning men love a 
long war; that kingdom might have been preſently reduced; 


the nation was diſpirited; he who held the government was 


ready to give up the marks and enſigns of his authority, with 


the ſtrength depending on it; they were ſtruck with a panic 


fear, and had readily ſubmitted if, in any reaſonable time, a 


| ſmall force had been ſent there. It was defired that a few 


troops might be carried over, to confirm and countenance, 
and to give our enemies a fair colour for purſuing that courſe 
to which they were enough perſuaded by their true intereſt, 
though they could not modeſtly acquieſce, unleſs ſomethin g 
had been done which: might ſave appearances : : but Ireland 
was 
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neighbouring kingdom opportunity to take breath, and time 


to recover from the fright and amazement which ſo potent a 


, 1 


league had 1 brought upon them. 


Tuls war ood England in five millions one hundred and 


twenty-eight thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy-two pounds; 


but if we come to reckon the burnings, waſtes, and depreda- 
tion, and the irreparable loſs of men, Engliſh and Iriſh, by 


ſickneſs and in battle, and the Iriſh damage redounding to 


us at laſt, it may be ſafely affirmed, that we are the worſe 
for that war at leaſt ſeven millions. | 


Bur a certain party of men were too buſy themſelves at 


home to mind the nation's foreign concerns; they were 


dividing the ſpoil here; they were hunting after places, and 


ſharing among one another the dignities and offices of the 


ſtate, which took up all their time, and employed all their 
care; beſides, ſuch an early coalition and union of the whole 
ſtrength of the three kin gdoms, might have terrified F rance 
too ſoon, and taken away their hopes of a ſucceeding war; 
| which is the crop and harveſt of deſigning miniſters, the field 


in which they fatten, and a ſpendthrift to whom they are 
Rewards without account. 


Tus, 


. 


was «fer A ev time ſlighted, and the natives were ſuffered Laras II. 
to gather into a formidable power; that diverſion gave our 


35 


rtr H. 


2% Bite of Baglond from the ” 


Tis, muy friend, reaſons Davenant. But notwithftand- 
is the military miſmanagement, or political knavery of 


William's condvck, on his return from his expedition to Ire - 
land, he found the parliament as complying in the im portant 


buſineſs of ſupply, as they had before ſhewn themſelves in 


matters relatin g to eee 


Tur debts of the crown, "OR Mins, nos William 
landed at Torbay, notwithſtanding the great ſupplies received 
from parliament, amounted to two millions. More than five 
millions were voted in the preſent ſeſſion for the ſervice of 
the year; that ſum, together with the ſtanding revenue, 


- amounted to ſix millions; - beſides, a clauſe of credit at ſeven 
per cent. was inſerted in the land- tax bill, to anſwer extraor- 


dinary demands; and the whole was impoſed on funds, which 
in the event . a nn of near ah thouſand 
. ö 


N oTHING, in ſhort, was omitted by the Commons which 


could firengthen the hands of the King; ; nor did he mect 


| any confiderable parliamentary oppoſi tion to any of his 


5 meaſures, however unpopular, till towards the end of his 


reign, and after the people had paid above thirty millions for 
their deliverance from popery and flavery. The immenſe 
ſums of money of which the nation was drained, united to a 

ſelfiſh 


ald plan of power, lads calculated to fatisfy-the liberal Lr rns 8: 


y triotifn co- operating with the ſeveral diſappoint- 
ments of individuals, rendered all nn in a manner averſe 


e * „ POTTY” 750 


Amos che . individuals who Seeded and even en- 
tered into engagements, with the late King, are to be found 
the names of Sunderland, Godolphin, Halifax, Marlborough, 
Ruſſel, &c. and almoſt all thoſe who had acted for and 
11 his nnen, i 


Al Mos r every year a a e avs was the 


more dangerous becauſe patronized by thoſe who were at the 
head of William's council; and indeed nothing but a ſtrange 
concurrence of untoward accidents could have prevented James 


from re-mounting that throne, which his Perverſeneſs and 5 
puflanimry had alone een him to vacate. 


13 
14 


Tur nation in n general groaned bedeath the burthens under 


which they crouched; parliaments were ſtigmatized, and but 
too juſtly, as partial, venal, and treacherous; till at length 
the Commons, rouſed by the ſpirit of an almoſt univerſal 


diſcontent, in the year 1697 began to exert that power-which 
«the conſtitution had veſted in them 1 to | check os Wee 


ambition of their "King." 


WHETHER 


= —_— —_— =_ = 


F 


LeTTzx II. 


The Hiftory of England, from the 


Wnernrz William was ignorant on the ſubject of thoſe 
nice balances in the different powers of a mixed government, 
which are neceſſary to the preſervation of civil liberty; or 
whether, notwithſtanding his declarations and pretenſions to 
the contrary, he was as fond of the idol power as his unfor- 


tunate predeceſſor, certain it is, my excellent friend, that an 


independent revenue, and a ſtanding army, were the two | 


grand objects of this patriotic hero's ambition ; and the fa- 
cility with which the crown had gained every point from the 


parliament, encouraged the miniſtry to attempt, at the con- 


cluſion of the war, the full gratification of their maſter's 


wiſhes. 


In the ſpeech from the throne, in which the King in- | 


formed his parliament, that the war into which he had en- 
tered, by the advice of his people, was now terminated in its 
object, an honourable peace: he expreſſed his ſorrow, that 


his ſubjects could not find at firſt that relief from the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the public tranquility, which either he could 
have wiſhed or they have expected: the funds intended for 
the preceding year had failed; there was a debt on account 


of the fleet and the army; the revenues of the crown were 
anticipated for the public uſe, and, as himſelf, the King, 


ſaid, was wholly deſtitute of means to ſupport the civil liſt, 
he truſted that the parliament would provide for him during 


his 


' Revolition to the profnt Tine. 


mented his charge; the intereſt and reputation of England 
rendered neceſſary a great force at ſea; the circumſtances of 
affairs abroad were ſuch, that England could not be ſafe 


without a land force; and for theſe obvious reaſons, he hoped, 
his faithful Lordg and Commons would not give the enemies 


of the nation an opportunity to effect, under the notion of a 


peace, what they could not accompliſh by a war. 


| In periods when ſocieties are the moſt degenerated from 
the primitive virtue of their anceſtors, it is not caſy to intro- 
duce ſudden innovations which plainly threaten the ruin of 
the civil conſtitution : the King's ſpeech was deemed impru- 
dent, nay, haughty and inſolent in its whole ſtrain; and the 
ſame parliamen t, who through every ſeſſions had maintained 
an uninterrupted complaiſance to all the demands of the 
crown, now almoſt unanimouſly rejected thoſe inſidious pro- 


poſals, which would have ſtripped them of a great part of 


their conſtitutional power, and entirely have com pleated their 


unpopularity with the people: inſtead of thoſe enormous ſup- 


plies, which had been yearly voted as ſoon as demanded, it 
was reſolved in the lower houſe, that a ſum not exceedin g ſix 
hundred thouſand n 6 to be raiſed on the eredit of the 


exchequer, 


. 
his life, in a manner ſuitable to his honor and the dignity Taras 11. 

of his government. The increaſe of the navy, added, 
ſince his acceſſion to the crown, had proportionably aug- 
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reſolved, without a diviſion, that all the land forces raiſed 


and diſbanded. 


militia; to vote a neceſſary guard for the ſea; to grant a ſum, 


the late King and his adherents; and to reconcile the army 


exchequer, ſhould be transferred to the ſupplies of the next 
ſeflions of parliament ; in the diſcuſſion of that part of 
the King's ſpeech which related to a ſtanding army, it was 


ſince the ewenty-ninth of Sep embe 


was, my Friend, a thunderbolt to the King and the at 
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BuT in vain did William loudly complain of the ill treat- 
ment he had met with. His ſecretary, the Earl of Sunder- 
land, who was hated by one party for his tyrannical meaſures 
in the reign of the late King, and by the other for his trea- | 
chery to his maſter, _— Os; and retired into the 
country. 


Tur Commons proceeded with firmneſs to "regulate the 


ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, for the ſup- 
port of the civil liſt; to paſs a bill againſt correſponding with 


to thi projet eds es, Hep erde a mig wo the 
comtnon ſoldiers, and half pay to ſuch officers as were natu- 
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Tursz were among the laſt acts of a parliament which in LITT II- 


many inſtances had been juſtly cenſured for tranſgreſſing the 
bounds of a prudent loyalty, and which had ſhewn very little 


moderation i in | the: burthens they had lain on the a ne 


Ax inflexible obſtincy in the oubfuie of any favorite point 
is always ſuppoſed, my friend, to be crowned with ſucceſs; 


and this maxim was ſo ſtrictly followed by William, that in 


his ſpeech to the ſacceeding parliament, he reiterated all the 


reaſons which he had lately given for the eſtabliſhing a large 
ſtanding force; and though he had been granted in the laſt 


he recommended to the Commons to make a farther progreſs 


in the endleſs buſineſs of bin the e which he 
ſaid had been eontracted in the war. 


As William had PR hopes of endung a new politment 


favorable to his views, he had evaded the execution of the 
act paſſed for the reduction of the army; and this circum- 
ſtance, with the continuation of the military eſtabliſhments 
in Scotland and Ireland, and his freſh demand for an increaſe 


of their. number in England, incenſed the lower. houſe to 
uch a degree, that, contrary to the uſual cuſtom, they voted 


no addreds, Seven thouſand men were propoſed as a ſuffi- 


Vor. I. G cient: 


ſeſſions of the Jaſt parliament two millions and ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, for the purpoſe of paying off arrears, 


4 2 


 Levrun u. | cient eſtabl f 
_ paſſed, that all As Wd ev et in Eoglich pay, | 
ſhould be forthwith paid and diſbanded ; and alſo, all the 
forces in Ireland, excepting twelve thouſand, and theſe na- 
tural- born ſubjects. In the firſt enacting clauſe to the bill 
which followed theſe reſolutions, it was provided, that the 
army in England and Wales ſhould, on or before the e 
ſixth of March, be diſbanded, except ſuch regime 
and companies, N 
fore the firſt day of the ſame month, ſhould be —_— | 
expreſſed in a proclamation under the great ſeal ; and it 
proſecuted with ſuch ardor, that it found 'a quick pi: 
nn both the a 


Tax firm parliamentary Or which William met with 

to his favorite meaſure, together with the current of the public 
opinion, which ran very high againſt a ſtanding army, pro- 
duced alternate fits of reſentment and deſpondency in the 
King's mind: it is reported, that he ſometimes ſeriouſly de- 
termined to abandon the kingdom; and that a ſpeech was 
_ prepared, in which he was to requeſt of the two houſes to 
name ſuch perſons as they ſhould think fit to manage the go- 
vernment. Theſe wild reſolutions, formed in the alternate 
fits of paſſion and deſpair, the miniſtry found no difficulty to 

| overcome; and as the report of the intended abandonment 
1 5 es 7 neither 


Revalation u the pi. Tins... 


neither a | the fears of the people; mos — this firms. ae We. 


neſs of the WE hoy William reſobved to comply, with 4 
good grace, with what it would not have been in his power long 
to have reſiſted. In the ſpeech. he made on the occaſion, he 
told the two houſes, that though in the preſent ſtate of af- 
fairs there appeared great hazard in diſbanding ſo large a num- 
ber of troops, and though he might think himſelf unkindly | 
treated, in being deprived. of thoſe guards who had come: 
along, with him. from Holland to the aid of England, and: 
who had attended him in all the actians in which he had 
been engaged, yet, convinced of the fatal conſequences which, 
might ariſe from any jealouſies between: him and his people, 
he was reſolved, for that reaſon. only, to give way to the bill. 


— 


As William in this ſpeech ſtrongly infiſted-thar the nation, | 
was left OR nen thouſand; 
but the Com- 
mons * pertinseiouſly n to their reſolutions, in regard 

to the land forces, that though the King, in a letter written, 
with his own hand, condeſcended to aſſure them that he: 
ſhould conſtrue it into an act of great kindneſs if, out of con- 
fideration- to him, they ſhould find means to continue: the 
Dutch guards longer in his ſervice, they refuſed to liſten to 
his foliciation; and the queſtion being put for the . 
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ment of a day for taking the n. mellage i into  confidera- 
on; it was carried in the negative. | F. dnneziiug's: I 


pet 


Wurx parliaments are not in a humor to gratify every 


requeſt of the Sovereign, it is always ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
the want of popularity in his ſervants. A change of mini- 
ſtry took place before the next meeting; but the oppofition 
William had met with did not ſtop with the mortifying cir- 
cumſtance of ſending away his Dutch guards. Seven com- 
miſſioners had been appointed by the laſt parliament to en- 
quire into the ſtate and grants of the forfeited eſtates in Ire- 


land: a report of the enquiry was now called for; it appeared 


that three thouſand nine hundred and twenty-one perſons had 
been outlawed fince the thirteenth of F ebruary, 1689; that 
all the lands belonging to the forfeited perſons amounted to 
more than one million and ſixty thouſand acres; that the an- 
nual rent of theſe lands amounted to two hundred and eleven 
thouſand fix hundred and twenty-three pounds; that ſome 
of the lands had been reſtored to the old proprietors by the 
articles of Limerick and Galloway, and others by a corrupt 
reverſal of outlawries, and by royal pardons obtained by the 
favorites of the King; that fixty-five grants and cuſtodiams 
had paſſed the great ſeal of Ireland; and that the moſt con- 
adetable of theſe grants had been. made to perſons born in 


foreign 
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_ - foreig gn countries, Who had been all dignified with + peerages Levres I 


in one or other of the two kingdoms. | 


/ 4 


"AFTER 1 examination of this report, it was reſolved. una- 
nimouſly, that a bill' ſhould be brought i in to apply all forfei- 
tures from the thirteenth. of February, 1689, to the uſe of 
the public; ; and a clauſe was ordered to be inſerted for erect- 
ing a judicature for determining claims touching the ſaid 
forfeitures.. To ſecure the ſucceſs. of the bill of reſumption, 
it was links; a bill of ſupply it was tacked to that of the : 
grants of the year ; and the money to be raiſed by the fale 
of the lands was appropriated to the diſcharge of the tranſport 
debts, the arrears of officers, the ſums due for cloathing, the 
__ intereſt 2855 tallies, orders, and exchequer bills. 


In the King's | Ander to the addreſs of the Commons on 
theſe reſolutions, after having juſtified himſelf for ſhewin g 
favor to ſuch as he ſaid had ſerved him well, he endeavored 
to diſſi uade them from their reſolution of paying the debts of 
the nation by the method of reſumption. . This was ſo 
highly reſented by the Commons, that they paſſed a reſolu- 
tion, that whoever had adviſed the anſwer to their addreſs, had 
uſed the utmoſt endeavor to create a miſunderſtanding and 

jealouſy between the King and his people; and meeting great 
| oppoſition i in the houſe of Lords, they threatened an impeach- 


ment 


their oppoſition ; the bill was imt 


* 
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The Ee of England, from the 


une n ment of the two court favorites, the Eels of Portland and | 


Albemarle, and reſolved to addreſs the King that no perſon, 


not a native of his dominions, except Prince George of Den- un 


mark, ſhould be admitted to his councils either in England 
or Ireland. William finding that the lower houſe. was de- 
to. purſue, if neceſlary, harſh means to force kim 
into 2 compliance, gave up the point in contention, and ſent 
a private meſſage to his friends among the Lords, to ſuſpend | 
aediately paſſed without 
amendment ; and William, coming ſuddenly into the houſe, 


gave his aſſant to the act, and prorogued the «rags with- 
out any "_— . the throne. 


{+961 TER 


Tus iy alembly was diſſolved before the end of 
the year; and previous to the meeting of a new parliament, 
Lord Somers (who, though. an excellent chancellor, was 


much diſliked by the tories) was diſmiſſed from his office. 


This great ſacrifice did not 


roduce the end for which it 


5 Ir is true, the beginning of tho ſeſſions cartied-a favorable - 
aſpect; the Commons addreſſed the King, to aſſure him that 


they would ſupport his government, and take ſueh eſfectuad 
methods, + might bed condbea.t0 the innen nd dee of 
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On the ten relating to the ſuoceſſion, which was 


brought on by the death of the Duke of Glouceſter, only ſon 
to the Princeſs Anne, the conduct of the party, though not 
courtly, was conſtitutional, and agreeable to the principles 


| of true policy. The firſt reſolution which paſſed on the 
queſtion was the following: That to preſerve the peace and 
bappineſs of the kingdom, and to ſecure the eſtabliſhed reli 


gion, there was an abſolute neceſſity for making a freſh de · 
claration of the limitation of the crown in the proteſtant 


ſuoceſſion; and that proviſion ſhould be made for the ſecurity PF 


of the rights and liberties of the ſubjet. And-in the com- 
mittee of the whole houſe it was further reſolved : 


the members: 
| 


Tuar no perſon whatſoever, not a native of England, 
| Scotland, or Ireland, or dominions belonging to theſe king- 


doms, or who was not born of Engliſh parents beyond the 
| feas, ſhould be capable of receiving any grant from the crown 
ae wake bs Ring: * 


THAT 
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the privy council, ſhould be tranſacted there, and ar 
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7 he E. 2 if England, Sow the 
* Tuar i in the event of the crown's deſcending, or 1 


$i transferred to a foreigner, the Engliſh nation ſhould not be | 


obliged, without the conſent of parliament, to enter into any 


war for the defence of territories not depending on the crown of 
En gland; that whoſoever ſhould come to the poſſeſſion of the 
crown, ſhould j join in communion with the church of Eng- | 
land; that no pardon ſhould be pleadable to ay impeach- 
ment of parliament; that no perſon who ſhould hereafter 


come to the crown ſhould go out of the dominions of Eng- 


land, Scotland, or Ireland, without the conſent of parliament; 


that no perſon who ſhould poſſeſs an office under the King, or 
receive a penſion from the crown, ſhould be capable of ſer- 


ving in the houſe of Commons; ; that the commiſſions of the 
Judges ſhould be rendered permanent, and their ſalaries aſcer- 
tained and eſtabliſhed; that the Princeſs Sophia, Ducheſs 
' Dowager of Hanover, ſhould be declared next in ſucceſſion 
to the crown of England, after the reigning King, the Prin- 
_ ceſs of Denmark, and the heirs of their reſpective bodies, 
that the farther limitation of the crown ſhould be reſtricted 

to the Princeſs 9 and the heirs of her body, _ - 
OI: 


* 


505 the Commons had this bunte the i important 


buſineſs ef the ſucceſſion, they took into conſideration the 


eonduct of the crown with regard. to foreign powers. On 


"the opening the ſeffions; thay had: addrefled 40 King to lay kerri. U. 


before them all the treaties he had concluded with any o- 
reign prince or ſtate fince the laſt war; and when they had 


received the anſwer. to their general addreſs, they de manded- 
the treaty between England and the States, ſigned on the 


third of Mar ch, 1677, together with « all he renewals of the 
treaties fince that . © | 


ON the concluſion of che laſt peace, William had entered 
into a treaty with the court of France for the diviſion of the 
Spaniſh dominions on the deceaſe of the ſovereign. Among 
the competitors to that crown, the Dauphin, who had mar- 
ried the King of Spain's daughter, was to poſſeſs in Italy the 
kin gdoms of Naples and Sicily, the ports on the Tuſcan 
ſhore, and the marquiſate of Final, with all the Spaniſh ter- 
ritories on the French ſide of the Pyrendes; Spain was to poſſeſs | 
the Indies; the ſovereignty of the Netherlands was allotted : 
to the Electoral Prince of Bavaria; and the dukedom of 
Milan for the Arch- Duke Charles, the Emperor's ſecond ſon. 
The EleQoral Prince of Bavaria dying, a new partition treaty 
took place 3 the Arch-Duke Charles was Placed i in the room 
bo the Electoral Prince of Bavaria, as heir of the kin gdoms 
of Spain and the Indies ; ; Naples, Sicily, the marquiſate of 
Final, the iſlands on the Italian ſhore, and the province of 
Gui ipaſcoe, were to fall to the tharo of the Dauphin, toge ther | 
Vol. I, 5 H eee with 
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with the duchics of or Bar, which 
hange for the mae of Milan. 
bel w Rep ths bun) 


The cating powers ed 
a profound ſecret, during the King of Spain's lifes but tho 


the negociation was only 


ommi w individuals, it 
was ſoon laid open to the 8 


he dich embaſſador at 


the Hague ſent intelligence by a courier to Madrid; the 
court of Spain took the alarm; the Marquis de Canailes was 
ordered to repreſent in England his maſter's high diſpleaſure . 
at the indignity offered to himſelf and his crown; he pre- 


ſented to the lords of the regency (for William was at this 
period i in Holland, where he ſpent all his leiſure time, to the 
great diſpleaſure of the whole Engliſh nation) a memorial, 


in very warm terms, and which concluded with an aſſurance, 


that the King of Spain would render manifeſt to the par- 


liament of England, when that aſſembly ſhould meet, the 


juſt reſentment which he, Canailes, now expreſſed to their 


Lordſhiy *.. 


by 


Wire a was rouſed on the receipt of the 
memorial; he ordered his ſecretary to ſignify to the Spaniſh 
embaffador, that he muſt depart the kingdom preciſely in 
eighteen. days ; ; that in the mean time he mult confine him- 
felf to his houſe, and that no writings ſhould be received, 
either frownibinnſelf or any of his donieſtics. In return for 


by the wiſe conduct of the King of i 
the diviſion of the empire, nominated by will the Duke of 


o 


* 


. fun ute oh, go 


of Spain, and: mother to 
but to.prevent an alarm in Europe at the union of 
nions, the Dauphin's ſecond ſon, it was £ 
to the throne Prince ſhould 


King of France was 
fion of | his awn dominions cry by tl 

randſon, the Nuke of Anjou; yet, foreſering that a 
which he was by no means in 
the inevitable — of adh 
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LATER u. the wil to Fi rance, had beer 


1. Hie of Band, from 6 the 


red, in caſe of: a refuſal, 
to proceed to Vienna with a tender of the throne to the Arch- 
Duke) Lewis wiſely Oy SSH and adhered t 
eee ee LAY 8 1 
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. the Regia the "King of England, nor the 
States of the United Provinces, were at this time in a fitua- 
tion to reſent the breach made by Lewis on the treaty of par- 
tition, which was juſtly. regarded by the parliament as dan- 
gerous and prejudicial to the intereſt of Great-Britain. E In 
their addreſs to the throne, after a full < examination of the 
treaties, they complained that the laſt had been huddled up 
without bein g laid before the parliament, thou oh then actu- 
ally ſitting, and even without being conſidered in council. 
The ceſſion, they ſaid, of Sicily, Naples > ſeveral ports in che 


| Mediterranean, the province of Guipaſcoe, and the duchy 
of Lorrain, as ſtipulated i in favor of France, was contrary to 
the pretence of the treaty, namely, e peace and ſafety of 1 
Bunke: they inſinluated, that the treaty had probably been 5 
the cauſe of the will in favor of the Duke of Anjou, and re- 
queſted his Majeſty to require and admit in all matters of 
importance the advice of his natural-born ſubjects, and for 
that pu rpoſe to conſtitute a council, to whom all ſuch forei gn 
and domeſtic affairs might be referred. | 7 | 
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WILIA. 8 Sent object at this period w was to preſerve 1 LaTTa II. 


| barrier i in Flanders in the hands of the Dutch, and to prevent 


the Netherlands from being annexed to the crown of France; 


it was for theſe reaſons that he Scribd: when favorable 


circumſtances ſhould ariſe, to quarrel with France, for de- 
partin g from the ſecond partition treaty: it was on theſe rea- 
ſons that the laſt parliament, whoſe compliance to the mea- 
ſures of a war the King much doubted, had been abruptly . 


diſſolved: it was on theſe reaſons that William, to cajole the 


preſent aſſembly, had filled the vacant offices with ſeveral of 
the high-church party: and it was on. theſe reaſons that, 


ſmothering his reſentment, he ſhewed no ſymptoms. of diſ- 
pleaſure at the conduct of the two houſes, but plainly com- 


municated to them all his foreign negoeiations, and at the 


ſame time inſinuated, that they 1 were ineffectual, and dear 


their end. „ 


Tux pernicious cuſtom of bribery i in . which VR | 
gan at the latter end of the reign of Charles the Second, and 


* had increaſed with a rapid progreſs ſince the revolu- 


mon decency, openly and avowedly out- bid each other, and 


bought votes as men would buy cattle in a common. market. 


In the deciſion on undue elections, the tories, who were the | 


— 2 - 


n, began now to be generally practiſed: tories and whigs, 
| Wache and patriots, in defiance of law, Juſtice, and com- 


1 8 n nen u. 
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| Unzventzy fie William, both tories and jacobites, with. 
different views and on different reaſons, had always been 
againſt involving the nation in the diſputes between the ſeve- 
ral princes on the European continent; and it was at this. 
time conſidered, by thoſe who loved and who underſtood the 
intereſt of their country, as a meaſure purſued more with a 
view to ſecure the ſeven United Provinces, than as neceſſary | 


for the ſecurity or the aggrandiſement of Great-Britain. 


In this temper and diſpoſition of parties the Commons 
turned a deaf car to all the King's infinuations, that nego- 
ciations were at an end; and requeſted his Majeſty to carry 
them on in concert with the states General, at the ſame time 
that they promiſed effectually to enable him to ſupport the 
treaty concluded with the United Provinces in the year fix- 
teen hundred and feventy- feven : nor did they ſtop here; but 
ordered an impeachment againſt the Marquis of Halifax, 
the Earl of Portland, and the Lord Somers, for the hand they 
had in the partition treaty ; for furniſhing Kidd, a pirate, 
with fome of the royal ſhips; and they addreſſed the King to 
remove: them from eee e. | 


As the Earl of Portland and the 
the leaders of the whips, the whole took the 
and by eabals in che upper houſe, with thre influence of the | 
roduced a counter addreſs from the Lords. . 


6 


* 


Tn diſputes between whig and tory were not confined _ 


the two houſes; the former not only attempted to re-kindle 
in the minds of the people the deſire of war, but endeavored 
to incenſe them againſt their repreſentativs. 


Wnarxvxx were the views, the principles, or the preju- 
dices, which actuated the conduct of the majority in the 
© lower houſe, it is certain that they enlarged the conſtitutional 
fecurities for the liberties of the ſubject by their limitations. 


in the act of ſettlement: it is certain, they defeated the views 
of the popiſh line by fixing the crown in the proteſtant ſuc- 
tles. and it is as . b that 33 were the Som 2. 


cli 


enemy, or even POR on 
the purſes of their conſtituents. _ FOE}, 


Tur the omnipotent Diſpoſer + and D 
actions and events produces good out of evil, and often ten- 
ders the ant vicious affections of his creatures in- . 


44 


d Somers were among Lerves U. 


Te Eu, o Bogan, fron the 
Levron 11. 1 Sund. no leſs commion ben it is In this 
| ſenſe all the enlightened lovers of their country muſt have 
conſidered the conduct of the parliament: : in this ſenſe they, 
undoubtedly, gratefully accepted the offered bleſſing; and 


left it to the ſame omnipotent Ruler to Jadgs of _ merit of 
their ene, J Doed wills CH 


-- 


ks 1 ; is friend, was not the conduct of the populace: 

by the inſinuation of the whigs „that it was merely an at- 
tachment to a ſyſtem of arbitrary power which provoked the 
5 Commons to oppoſe the meaſures of the court, and to treat 

with roughneſs the King and his miniſtry, they rouſed a - 
great part of the nation to a conduct as wild and wy juſtifiable 


| I as it was erroneous and miſchievous. | 


5 . 
8 5 5 - 
7 


. A PE TITION, in the name of the gentlemen and en 
of Kent, was preſented to the lower houſe; and though the 
5 nation had contracted a large debt, on account of the long 
war lately ſuſtained againſt France, yet the purport of the 
petition was, the granting the King ſupplies to enable him to 
engage i in another war; but the Commons were ſo far from 
entering into the reaſonableneſs of the requeſt, or counte- 
nancing the manner in which it was made, that they voted 
the petition ſcandalous, inſolent, and ſeditious, tending to de- 
ſtroy the conſtitution of ene, and to ſubvert the eſta- 
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that a committee from each of the houſes ſhould ane; to 


Larren II. 
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adjuſt the time, manner, and order in the intended trials. 


The Lords refuſed to comply with the demand; they aſ- 
ſerted, that as the ſole right of Judicature was in themſelves, 
they had alſo the ſole right to appoint the time, manner, and 


order of all trials i in impeachments. Two months paſſed in 


5 alteroation; at length the Lords appointed a day for the trial. 


The Commons, to preſerve the dignity of their houſe, refuſed 
to appear ; and, conſequently, the three impeached noble- 


men were acquitted. 
WIIIIAM, it muſt be ſuppoſed, highly enjoyed the con- 
teſt; yet, my friend, he had the prudence to obſerve a pro- 


| found ſilence during the whole diſpute. The parliament was 


prorogued on the't twenty-fourth of June, 1701; and he parted 


in ſeeming good humor with an aſſembly, who had thwarted 


him in his favorite meaſure, of drawing England in as a party 


in the broils on the Continent, who had ſeverely arraj gned 
his government, who had ſent up impeachments againſt three 


of his favorite ſervants, and who, for this reaſon, he was de- 


termined never to meet again, 


| Tnovon loaded with much opprobrious abuſe from a great | 


part of their conſtituen ts, yet the general conduct of this par- 


liament was anden calculated. to rent the nation 
; from 


e 


2 fo the 22 m. 


from being again engaged : as a principal in the r ruinous mea- Lovron u. 
ſure of a continental war ; they exhibited marks, it is true, ls 
ſtrong marks of party prejudice, in the ſingling out for im- 
peachment two of the hig leaders among the miniſtry, „„ 
whilſt others, of their own faction, were equally culpable ; Tl Js 
yet the meaſure of rendering thoſe individuals reſponſible, 1 . 
who acted as inſtruments in tranſactions found to be deftruc- 15 
tive of the public wealth, is perfectly conſtitutional, and > 


very neceſſary check to the abuſe of the prerogatives veſted i in 


\ - 


the crown. 5 


Wiiuian had often found advantages from party animo- 
ſity; his conduct on the preſent occaſion does great honor 
to his political talents; as he ſeemed equally indifferent to 
whig and tory, he gained an influence over both; the tories 

were now convinced that they could carry no important point 
againſt the court; and the whole whig faction, in a ſimilar 
ſituation, had often experienced the ame importance of 
power; and the rage of the two parties againſt each other 
was heightened from a circumſtance which, agreeable to the 
dictates of wiſdom, ought to have had a different effect. The : 
gaining the Sovereign was the object now equally purſued 7 
by whig and tory ; but to the ſhame of the whigs it muſt be 
confeſſed, that in this conteſt they departed more widely ; | „%ö¶;ũ;˖;ò 1 
from principle than their opponents. e 5 „„ ol 
. TT IFT, 
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n. n 1 End. from the 


Tus Hate of parties 0 e William that he had little 
to ne from that averſion which the Commons | had 


' ſhewed to the entering into any foreign treaties, which t tended 
to diſturb the peace of the empire. The parliament was no 
ſooner prorogued, than he returned to his- beloved retirement 
at Loo, in Holland; and in this place, where he had carried 
on all- his ſchemes relative to the preſervation of his country- 
men, and the humbling the French King, he entered into a ; 
treaty with the Emperor and the States-General : the end of 5 
this treaty (which was termed the triple, and ſometimes the . 


grand alliance) was the recovery of Flanders as a barrier for | 
Holland, and the duchy of Milan as a ſecurity for the Em- 
peror ; but i in ſome meaſure to reconcile the people of Eng- 
land to the vaſt expence they were about to incur for the 

emolument of others, it was ſtipulated, that the King of 
England and the States-General might retain for themſelves 
whatever lands and cities their arms ſhould conquer in both 
dhe Indies. 


| we 1 he 1 which from bis birth had at- 
tended William, there was none which more opportunely 
co-operated with the deſign in hand than the unexpected 
death of the late King, and the impolitic conduct of the court 
of France on this event. Either exaſperated with the treaty 
made and dee at Loo, o or in in hopey'to awe William into 
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| the dominions belonging 


Tur court party in England, and indeed all the whiz,  -  _. 
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id it really was, a freſh inſult np ts 
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who were gerte 5 pe L | 5 
inveterate 55 1 

now grew' as clamorous' for war « they had been before for e 
peace: the reflections of the thinking few were rowned in „Von; | 

the public voice, which b reached Kurie loyalty to the 1 5 . . 
King, a reſentment again the court of France. Addr „ „ 

of the moſt fulſome kind were tranſmitted to Holland; and | | „ | Ft | 
William, in gracious conformity to the wiſhes of his people. 
haſtened over to chaſtiſe the offending parliament by a diſſo- , e 
lution, and to meet an aſſembiy whom he had reaſon to „„ 


| y 9 
— : a * ; * 8 * * 2 5 4 « , ; 1 7 5 3 4 . * { C 


1 4 ; X 
8 « 4 "6. + 7 — * 4 
4 
- A 7 
* 2 * * 
1 1 
N ; 
p o 
- ? : 
- 
5 
1 4 8 # {4 J 
YL 
1 - 
" : ; 
* 4 a J 
*j 
* 5 
4 (4 ” x _ # 
3 * 4 
# z 
4 » N 1 - 
E. 
s ” q 
+ 
ths 4 Z * 7 
4 
> £ 7 I 
2 5 F 
5 7 „ 
E 
> — x 
5 2 
4 . * 
4 
{ 3 ö 
* 4 0 75 7d of * 2 
» 4 I * i 4 5 
«| ; 
* . * * * RH 
5 
95 2 
* 4 fy 
* 
X { 4. - 
7 , 
4 7 5 
N of 
1 - 
4 * * * * 
4 . 2 # 5 
, =» ” * ; p I -% y F 
5 * 
2 
2 * 
® 0 p F 0 : 8 
75 3 2 
t : Fo 
4 >»; * 
8 A”) * < 2 
” t et 71 
ö Th * 
— 1 5 Tots 8 
— 5 3 v * * #3 3 
P £ 8 4 , 3 5 * 
yr « 5 ry > 3 3 7 37 2 
: 1 ? i * : 7 
p , . , 8 : ; l i x © 
U 5 1 83 5 * * 1. 
L * * 
* I 7 rm * 3 
8 # F g & $55 22 y 
1 


4 * 3 
l 8 
$4 
# x . 
; * 
* 


leere U. 


L ſucceſs. 


2 be 22 of Bugland, from * 


/ 
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dhe whigs, and the choice of Harley, of the tory party, to be 


ſpeaker, it appears, that the tory intereſt ſtill prevailed in the 


new parliament. | Some writers aver, that the whigs obtained 


the victory over their opponents, and that they obtained it 


by ſuch open and avowed corruption, that, had not the peo- 1 


ple been ſo univerſally venal and profligate that no ſenſe of 


ſhame remained, the victors muſt have bluſhed for their”: 


* 


Fl 


A CON JUNCTURE of opinions and circumſtances 6 Sire 


able to his views, was not looked over by the King in his 


ſpeech to the two houſes ; he expatiated on the indignity of- 
fered by the court of F. rance, to himſelf and the whole king- 5 


dom, in acknowledgin 8 the pretended Prince of Wales as 
King of England; he carneſtly recommended to the parlia- 

ment, to conſider what farther effectual means might be uſed. 
to ſecure the ſucceſſion- of the crown in the proteſtant line; 


he aſſerted, that the French King, by ſetting his grandſon 
on the throne, had furniſhed himſelf with the means of op- 


preſſing all Europe; he enlarged on what England had to 
fear from the power of the houſe of Bourbon; and he in- 
formed the two houſes, that, to. obviate the general calamity 
which threatened Chriſtendom, he had concluded ſeveral al- 


liances, according: to the encouragement which had been 


A 


given 


LS 


| Revolution to th ehe. Ti ime, 


for their poſterity, the quiet enjoyment of their religion and 
f liberty ; an opportunity which, if they ſhould negled, they 
had no reaſon to o hope for another. | 


Ox theſe reaſons, he A ſupplies for a great ſtren gth FO 
at ſea, anda force. at land, proportionable to that. of their 
allies; he preſſed the Commons to ſupport the public cre- 
dit, which could not be preſerved without keeping ſacred 


that maxim, that thoſe who truſt to a parliament ſecurity ſhall 


never be loſers : : he aſſerted, that he never aſked aids from his 
people without regret ; that what he now deſired was for their 
own fafety and honor: he promiſed, that their grants ſhould 


be ſolely appropriated to the purpoſes for which they were 


intended; and, if defired, the accounts ſhould be yearly ſub- 

mitted to the inſpection of parliament : he earneſtly recom- 

| mended diſpatch in the buſineſs of ſupplies ; together with 

| good bills for employing the poor, encouraging trade, and 
ſuppreſling vice: he was filled, he ſaid, with a pleaſing hope 
that they were come together determined to avoid diſputes 
and differences, and to act with a hearty concurrence for pro- 

| moting 


given him WP the laſt parliament: ; he obſerved, that the eyes Lareus u. — 
of all Europe were fixed on the deliberations of the preſent | a 
aſſembly; and that matters of the higheſt importance” were 
at a ſtand, till their reſolutions ſhould be known: they WE 
now an opportunity, he faid, to ſecure for themſelves, and 


„ « "BB — 1 1 =_ = 
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Te ane — from the 


committed againſt his own perſon, he conjured them to diſ- 
appoint their enemies by their unanimity : ſaid, he was deſi- 


rous to be the common father of all his people; repeated his 
wiſhes that they would lay aſide parties and diviſions, ſo as 
that no diſtinctions ſhould be heard amon gſt them, but of 


cauſe: hs' Gould: think it as bent 
bleſſing as could befal the people of England, if they 
much inclined to lay afide thoſe fatal animofities which di- 
vided and weakened them, as he was diſpoſed to make all his 
ſubjects ſafe and eaſy : as to any, even the higheſt, offe ces 


$6 


thoſe who were friends to the proteſtant religion and preſent - 


eſtabliſhment, and of thoſe who wiſhed for a popith Prince 
and a French government; and concluded his ſpeech by af- 


firming, that if they did in good earneſt deſire to ſee En gland 


hold the balance of Europe, and be at the head of the pro- 


teſtant intereſt, it would 8 5 their im ee the * 
eee , ie,, 0s plots thy 


rnit artful W which does fo Vet lots to „Wil- 


liam” 8 underſtanding, as it flattered the current of popular 
inclination, which at this time ran high, for humbling the 


pride and diſappointing the ambition of the French King; as 


it particularly flattered the Whigs, in breathing thoſe ſenti- 
ments of liberty which, they pretended, were the actuating 
f ene of their party; as it recommended to the two 


houſes 


" * Revolution to the E Time. 


| houſes thi paſſing of bills founded on the principles of bo iran n. 


manity and good policy; and as the royal ſpeaker affected to 


3 ly influenced by tender ſentiments of parental regard 


for his people, ſo often pretended, and ſo ſeldom felt by . 


: Kings, it was received with univerſal applauſe ; and was ſo 
greatly admired by the whigs, that they printed it, with de- 
corations, in the Engliſh, French, and Dutch languages; 
they placed it as a piece of rare furniture i in their houſes, and 
called it the oy 8 laſt legacy to ns own and to all Ha 
people. 1” 


WI LLIAM now, for the firſt time, placed his whole con- 
fidence in the whigs. Sir Charles Hedges was diſmiſſed 
from the office of ſecretary of ſtate, and the Lord Godolphin 


from the treaſury; they were > ſucceeded by the Earls of Man- 
cheſter and Carliſle. 


Tux whigs were now animated with the deſire of ſhewing 


the King, that the party were not inſenſible to royal favor, 


and the advantages he might expect from placing power in 
their hands: And | 


Tux tories were diſmayed with the popular a they 
had incurred by their Fandue 1 in the laſt perliament. 


Vor, I. K . J 


6 - 


LETTER II. 
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In this temper of parties, it is no wonder that the court 


meaſures were unanimouſly adopted by the two houſes. 


Tux Lords preſented a warm and affectionate addreſs ; in 


which they expreſſed their reſentment of the proceedings of 
the French King, in owning the pretended Prince of Wales 


for King of England; and in which they aſſured his Majeſty, 


they would aſſiſt him, to the utmoſt of their power, againſt | 


all his enemies; ; and when it ſhould pleaſe God to deprive 
them of his Majeſty's protection, that they would vigorouſly 
aſſiſt and defend, againſt the pretended Prince of Wales and 
all other pretenders whatſoever, every perſon and perſons who 
had right to ſucceed to the crown of England, by virtue 


of the acts of ent for eſtabliſhing and ny x the 
ſucceſſion. 


e 
2 


Tux Commons followed the example of the Lords, who, 


to come more cloſely to the point, ſent up another addreſs, 


in which they ſti gmatized the French monarch as a violater 
of treaties ; declared their opinion, that his Majeſty, his ſub- 
jects, and allies, could never be ſafe and ſecure, until the 
houſe of Auſtria ſhould be reſtored to their ri ights, and the 


invader of the Spaniſh monarchy brought to reaſon; in which 


they aſſured the King, that no time ſhould be loſt, nor any 
tin g wanting on their parts, which might anſwer the rea- 


ſonable 


* 
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ſonable expeRations of their friends abroad, not doubting but lurri⸗ * 


to ſupport the reputation of the En glim name, engaged un- 
der ſo great a Prince, in the * cauſe of vindicatin 8 the ; 
liberty of Europe. N 


Wu EN the 500 of the treaties and conventions were laid 
before the Commons, they met with univerſal approbation. 5 
1 large ſupply, without one diſſenting voice, was immedi- 


ately voted: the throne was addreſſed, that no peace ſhould 
be concluded with France, till reparation. ſhould be made to 


the King and the nation, for his owning and declaring the 
pretended Prince of Wales, King of England. This addreſs 
was followed with a bill for the attainder of the pretended 


Prince of Wales; ; and another for the further ſecurity of his 


Majeſty 8 perſon, and the ſucceſſion of the crown in the pro- 
teſtant line. | 


* 


IN the treaty of peace which William had concluded with 
the French King, he bad bound himſelf to the payment of 
fifty thouſand pounds a year, for the ſupport of James' J 
| Queen, on the pretence that Lewis had not complied with a 


ſecret article in the treaty, reſpecting the removal of the late 
King to St. Germain s; the annuity was never paid; and now 


the Lords, in the heat of their zeal, paſſed a bill for the at- 
tainder of this unfortunate Princeſs : : It was, however, neg- 


K 2 on lected 


Lyrrzn u. 


his heirs, by the title of rightful and lawful Kin 
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ledted a by the lower houſe, where the tory porty; in exerting 
all their ſtrength, carried the rejection of a bill for abjuring 
the mne, Prince of Wales, and ſwearing to the King 8 and : 


bill of abjuration, which included an e ec to maintain 


the government in King, Lords, and Commons, and to 


maintain the church of England, en with a toleration 
FW diflenters, nd which was to be obligatory on all perſons 
who enjoyed employments i in the church and ſtate, was car- 


5 ried * the Wale of one voice jel 


.- 


Tax bill met wich the ſame oppoſition from the tories in 


the upper houſe as it had met with from the Commons; and 
when, after long 8 debates, it had with difficulty paſſed, ten 
Lords entered a proteſt n it, as an 8 and ſevere 
impoſition. | 


Tris was not the only ſtruggle which , during this ſeſſion, 


was made by the party: they complained of the petitions 
and addreſſes which had reflected on the proceedings of the 


laſt houſe of Commons,. and particularly of the Kentiſh pe- 


tition; and they complained that the Lords had denicd the 


Commons juſtice in the- matter of the late impeachments. 


Warm debates enſued; ; it was, however, carried by a ſmall 


W that Juſtice. had not. been denied ; and it was de- 


| Revolution fo all 2 Time. ; | : 5 . 
mined to be the dente right of the pple Eng 


vances; and that every ſubject under any accuſation, either 


by Pakete ß or e bad a wants to be brought 


to a n trial. 


IN ih caſe of a controverted elch io at Maidftone, between 
Bliſſe and Culpepper, both parties, forgetting for a time their 


animoſity, joined to aſſert the authority and defend the pri- i 
vileges of the houſe: it was reſolved, that Culpepper had 


been not only guilty of corrupt, ſcandalous, and indirect 


practices, i in endeavoring to procure himſelf to be elected a | 


burgeſs, but likewiſe being one of the inſtruments in pro- 


moting and preſenting the ſcandalous, inſolent, and "idiots 


petition, commonly called the Kentiſh petition, to the laſt 


houſe of Commons, was guilty of promoting a ſcandalous, 


villainous, and groundleſs reflection upon that houſe, by 
aſperſing the members with receiving French money, or 


being in the intereſt of France. It was ordered that Cul- 
pepper, for this offence, ſhould be committed to Newgate, | 


and be e 1 the e 


Tr was s alſo reſolved, that to aſſert that the bes of Com 


mons is not the only repreſentative of the Commons of Eng- 


land, 


e nNg- Lavoe I. 5 
land, to petition or addreſs the King, for the calling, fitting, 
or diſllving of parliaments, and for the redreſſing of grie- | 


1 


\ 


LIT TEA H. 


5 


The 2} ator of Bagland, on the 


land, EY to the ſubverſion of the e and gere of 


. the houſe of Commons, and the fundamental conſtitution : 


of the government of this kingdom : 


4 


War to aſſert that the houſe « Coda 1 no > power By 


of commitment, but of their own members, tends to the 


ſubverſion of the conſtitution of the houſe of Commons: 


„ 


Tuarx to print or publiſh any books or libels reflecting on 


the proceedings of the houſe of Commons, or any members 
thereof, for or relating to his ſervice therein, is a high vio- 


+ %. 


lation of the rights and privileges of the houſe of Commons. 


Wulker the commons were hs ins their au- 


thority, from the inroads of popular reſentment, and the 
tories making feeble efforts to defend their conduct, and juſ- 5 


tify their principles, the buſineſs of the court went on with 


out interruption. It was reſolved, that the proportion of 


land forces, to act in conj junction with. the allies, ſhould be a 


forty thouſand men; and forty thouſand ſeamen. were voted 
to be maintained for the ſervice of the enſuing year. 


* 


WILLIAM, after long. ſtruggles, had now gained a a com- 
pleat victory oyer the weakneſs and the wickedneſs of faction; 
but, like his predeceſſor, Charles the Second, he was ſnatched 


: F . / 
ou” ; — 2 
. . 
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away by the unceleiting arm of death, in the hows of tri- 


umph and ſucceſs. His health, it is ſaid, had been decli- 


ning for above a year; a circumſtance which, inſtead of 


8 WH: 


abating his ardor. for war, occaſioned him to redouble his 2 


efforts to 8 Beulen beyond ms mower” of a retreat. 


-* _ %. 


To prevent any interruption to the Susis of the grand : 


| en all intelligence of his real ſituation was carefully 


concealed from the people, and reports of his recovery induſ- 
triouſſy ſpread; though in a weak and languiſhing ſtate, he 


ſtill continued the diverſion of hunting, and in this exerciſe 
got a fall from his horſe, by which he broke his collar bone, 


and by which, it is thought, he accelerated the hour of his 
death: however, ſeven days after this accident, the Gazette 


declared, in expreſs terms, that the King was recovered. 


On the "TU day a meſſage was ſent to both houſes, concern- 


ing a union between the kingdoms of England and Scotland; 


and the bill for attainting the pretended Prince of Wales was i 


paſſed by commiſſion: this was the* laſt act of William in 


his political capacity. Two days after, his aſthma increaſed, 
and feveriſh ſymptoms appeared; he languiſhed ſix days, and 


died about five in the morning on Sunday the. eighth 9 


March, ſeventeen hundred and two. ; 


8 1 and 8 my . friend; which 0 
dwided the opinions of mankind on the ce and conduct | 


ef 
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The 2 of England, 2 


ol William during, his life, were, 1 pe Gible, increaſed aft ter 


. 


his death; and it is at this time A queſtion- among. parties, 


Whether he was the ſaviour and deliverer of England, or the 
ſubverter of all the found —_—_— which remained i in 5 


nd 5 ; * „ 


conſtitution 5 


A CHANGE in the ſucceſſion, and this on the freeſt princi- 


ples of freedom, it muſt be owned, my friend, was a great 
point obtained for the people. The crown was no lon ger 


regarded as private property, nor the right of one family to 
govern, except by a few political bigots, reſpected as ſacred 


and unalienable. The people, inſtead of being conſidered as 
beaſts of burthen, and live ſtock on a farm, transferable from 
father to ſon, were now looked up to as the only legal ſource 


of ſovereign authority; and it was confeſſed, that the ſame 
laws which limited the privileges of the 5 limited the 
prerogative of the Prince. 5 


Bur it. my friend, we allow, on the one fide, that it was 


an important advantage to deſtroy the prej judices and break 


the fetters which the wickedneſs of prieſts had rivetted on the 
minds of the people, it muſt alſo be acknowledged, on the 
other, that there was no one article in the declarations of 


rights which had not been recognized by former princes ; | 


and if the alteration of the ſucceſſion hes! eg the e 
of 
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ble right. It is . „ 
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In was to ſupport this ſyſtem of politics, that a'parlia« 
mentary ſanction was obtained for that unconſtitutional en- 2 
* deſpotiſm, a ſts ng army; and it was to ſupport 
ſtem of politics, that all the Yr: 
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WHAT have we in us that reſemble the old whige? (e 
Double, in Davenant's humorous character of a modern hig) 
They hated arbitrary government; we have been all along for 
a ſtanding army: hi deſired triennial parliaments, and 


that trials for treaſon might be better regulated ; and it is 


_ notorious, that we oppoſed both theſe bills: they 1 were for- 


calling corrupt miniſters to an account; we have ever 
countenanced and protected corruption to the utmoſt of our 
power: they were frugal for the nation, and careful how 
they loaded the people with taxes; we have ſquandered away 
their money, as if there could be no end of England's trea- 


ſure; in our adminiſtration every body did what ſeemed good 


in his own eyes; we troubled no man with calling him to an 
account ; the accounts of the army, navy, cuſtoms, and ex- 


 Ciſe, are not yet made up; there are upwards of twenty-five 


millions of the people's money-unaccounted for to this day; 
under our miniſtry, all the officers who handled the King's 


5 buſineſs or revenue lived in clover, and every little ſcoundrel | 
gat an eſtate. 


In the continuation: of this converſation, Mr. Double in- 
P his friend, Whiglove, of the arts which were put in 
practice by the party to inflame the nation with reſentment 
againſt the refractory parliament, and with the defire of war > 
the picture, though ſtrongly drawn, is but too juſt : a e 


tion 


eg | Revolution 4 to - the ande Time. 


of the times: : and I am 8 my friend, you will agree with _ 


NP 


me, that no advantages' we gained by the revolution can be 5 8 
equivalent to the ſubverſion of all e, in a body of men, 


whoſe virtue and reſolution had more than once ſaved the 


conſtitution againſt the combined powers of church and ſtate. 


+ 


Capo muſt acknowledge, that the total corruption of 
 whig principle reflects as much diſhonour on the Sovereign 


as it does on the party. But without entering into a minute 
deſcription of the conduct and character of William, we will, 


my friend, compare his opportunities, with the uſe he made 5 


of them; and we ſhall in ſome meaſure be enabled to judge, 
whether public good or private in tereſt, virtue or ambition, , 
had the 1 influence over his mind. 


| PLacep at the wu of his native country, as the laſt hopes 
of his ſafety from a foreign yoke, and raiſed to the throne of 

England, under the name of her deliverer from civil tyranny. 
and religious perſecution, it muſt be acknowledged, that for- 
tune did her utmoſt towards exalting her favorite, William, 
to the firſt rank of ref] pectable characters; but the great au- 
thority which this Prince obtained over the Dutch, on the 


merit of preſervin g them from the yoke of F rance, he in 


many inſtances uſed i in a manner inconſiſtent wth the i AR 
„„ | of 


Serena peter . 


LEA II. 


monarchial power, which * to his . EX 


The Hur of nue rom the 


liberty on « permanent «wi; he laid the foundation for that 
oiſed tdi his 


_ Svecrss, which ever enlarges the noble mind, ſhrunk 
William s to all the littleneſs of vulgar character. When 


raiſed to imperial dignity by the efforts of the whigs, for 


the generous purpoſe. of enlarging and ſecuring g liberty, he 


abandoned his benefaQors, and entereſ into diſhoneſt in- 


trigues with the tories, in order to inereaſe the influence and 
extend the power of the crown; nor did he eyer quarrel with 


theſe avowed enemies to civil and religious freedom, till they 


oppoſed meaſures which tended to the manifeſt Gifadraintage, 
if not to the ruin of their country. 


Amz1TIOus of being . as the arbiter of the fate 
of Europe, and anxious for the ſafety and proſperity” of the 


Dutch, William ruined the finances of England, by engaging 
her in two long and expenſive wars. By the means of profuſe | 
and extenſive bribery, he obtained from the Commons what 


Charles the Second could never obtain from the wickedeſt 


parliament with which England had been ever curſed, , 
a ſtanding army, and a landed debt; a eircumſt⸗ 
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he twice refuſed his afſent to a bill for triennial parliaments, Lira l. 


and never would give his conſent to an act for limiting te x 


* * 8 \ R * 


; p 8 f 7 * N K yp y : „ 


So ip IE EA rn gg tr —k— & 9%. $3 


ee e r F 1 a x WIE a ; ? . F = "= 
i 5 . CEEFTETCETTr . eats 4, 44,4 4, Waprag. fe. b 8 . * 5 . 18 
* „ . 9 12 e „ 20 1s Pr. a 1 5 ] $ d 


9 - "F — es * 8 | £ 4 4 * * 1 = <>; Yr 
* 7 $25 


friend, the remarkable 5 


— 4 e en n <<» + ui > e We . FF 
* 
* c - 


* 


I HAvE now related to you, m 
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to the throne of England; and I believe you will not find it > 


a difficult matter to determine the queſtions, Whether public LE. 
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good or private intereſt, virtue or ambition, had the ſtrongeſt © vx 
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National Debt, my friend, and the introduction of 


* * 


the funds in this country, has proved a wheel of ſuch 
importance in the ſtate-machine, and has ſo powerful an 


- 


* 
* 


influence over the manners and liberties of the people of 
Great-Britain, that it will be neceſſary to enter into a detail 


| of the riſe, the progreſs, and the nature of this diabolical en- | 
gine, which has long threatened to put a final end to the 


proſperity of our country, before I proceed in my narrative 
of the government of the next reign. *' 
| Trove it is not probable that any pre-exiſting aſſembly 
ſhould have foreſeen all the inconveniencies which have ariſen 
Ts „„ from 
« ; % 1 


_ 
4 


Revolution to the preſent Tine... 


: from the bee of borrowing and funding; or r that future rar TER LY 
0 parliaments would run ſuch ſenſeleſs lengths in Practices 


which, from the beginning, threatened formidable conſe- | 


quences; yet the borrowing money on pub i credit, on the 
reaſon that it would introduce a prodigality in the manage- | 
ment of the public concerns, was a meaſure too ruinous even. 
for: the. ee ele in Charles the Second's time: 


James the Second, my friend, with all his faults, was a NR. 72 
frugal Prince: the revenue ſettled by parliament on his firſtt _ 
coming to the throne was more than ſufficient. to defray the =” 
expences of his government; therefore, that bold ſtroke of | ä 
policy, which delivered up the purſe and the credit of che 1 Re 1 0 
nation into the hands of the Prince, Was reſerved for the 1 im- 

mortal Williaw, and his wg rank 


Wurx the prince of Orange; ſays a cotemporary writer; ; 
was raiſed to the throne, and a general war began in theſe „„ 
parts of Europe, the King, and his counſellors, thought J 
would be ill policy to commence his reign with heavy taxes 5 
on the people, who had lived long in eaſe and plenty, =: 1, ll 
might be apt to think their deliverance too dearly bought; „„ Cwÿ 
and money being vanted to ſupport the war, v which even the | „ 

cConxention „ 
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wi! ſhould | engage in, Burnet, Biſhop! of Saliſbury, is 
C faid to have propoſed the expedient, which | 
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5 . | Dutch ſchool of financing had rendered proficidate: in'the cer- 
5 1 5 X tain way of ruining the independence of the people. As I 


; ſerved before, t 


FO © © thor, the motives which prevailed on the people at this time 
A to fall in with the project vere many and plaufble; for 
| 7 . AY N „ poſing, as the miniſters induſtriouſly gave out, that the War 
1 ; could not laſt above one or two campaigns at moſt, it might 
1 5 be carried on with very moderate taxes, and the debts acyru- 
V ing would, in proceſs of ti 


e, be eaſily. cleared after a peace; 
large intereſt would draw in a great 


gers 21 d difficulties of 
their hands; and whoever v were lenders 
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| Revolution FR the profen Time, „ 7 „ 5 
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on har lands, which ds: n $206 ala lo hte, rin me. 
and it was the buſineſs of ſuch as were then in power to cul- 5 


: tivate a monied intereſt, becauſe the gentry of the kingdom Eno : : 
did not reliſh thoſe notions in government to which the ** 
King, who had imbibed his politics i in bis own e Wi / 
thou ght to hai too much way.. 

Wurx this expedient of anticipations and mortgages was 
firſt put in practice, artful men in office and credit began to 
conſider what uſes it might be applied to, and ſoon. found i it 8 
Was lixely to prove the moſt fruitful ſeminary, not only to 
eſtabliſh a faction they intended to ſet up for their own ſup- „„ - 
port, but likewiſe to raiſe vaſt wealth for themſelves i I 1 e 3 

ticular, who were to be the managers and directors 1 in. it. EE Goo 


17 


x was manifeſt that nothing could promote theſe two 
| ae ſo much, as burthening the nation with debts, and 
givin g encouragement to lenders; for as to the firſt, it was 

not to be doubted that monied men would be always firm to 

the party of thoſe who adviſed the borrowing upon ſuch good ; 
ſecurity, wad: with ſuch exorbitant premiums and intereſt ; 

and every new ſum lent took away as much power from the 
landed men, as it added to their's: ſo that the deeper the 


kin gdom was engaged, i it was ſtill the better for them. Thus 


a new eſtate and property iprung. up in : the hands of mort- 
Vor. LK: „ Zagees, 


Wh 
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LorTER * gagees, to 


whom every | houſe and foot of land in the kings 5 
peach gen charge free of all taxes and defalcations, and 


_ purchaſed at leſs than half the. value ; ſo that the gentlemen 
of eſtates in effect were but tenants to theſe new landlords, 


many of whom were able in time to force the election of bo- 


roughs out of the Hades of thoſe who had been the old pro- 


prietors and inhabitants: : this was arrived to ſuch a hei ght, 


that a very few. years more of war and funds would have 
en caſt the balance on the monied fide. 


As to the ws: this . projet of n on funds was 
of mighty advantage to thoſe who were the managers of it, 


as well as to their friends and dependants ; for funds proving | 


often deficient, the government was obliged to ſtrike tallies 


ſor making up the reſt, which tallies were ſometimes (to | 


ſpeak in the merchants' phraſe) at at about forty: per cent. diſ- 


count; at this price thoſe who were in the ſecret bought 
them up, and then took care to have that deficiency ſupplied 


in the next ſeſſion of parliament, by which they doubled their 
principle in a few months; and for the encouragement of 


| lenders, every new project of lotteries: or annuities propoſed 
ſome 1 ee either as to intereſt or A 85 


Tur pernicious pridiie of borrowing upon remote funds, 
* friend, neceſſarily —_—_— a brood of ufurers; brokers, 
and 
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Lerres . | Anne is bee by al parties to have ru a woman of | 


an excellent heart; but her genius and underſtanding were ſo 
very inferior to the weighty taſk of a government, where the 
welfare and proſperity of the nation depend entirely on the 
virtue and good ſenſe of the Prince, that it was * ſuf- 
ficient for the RIS of private life. 


Turxx are not t fix characters among the 1 race, my 
friend, which have been found equal to princely power. A 
wiſdom i in any degree proportioned to imperial dignity per- 
ceives the difficulty of the taſk, and the mind is filled with 
: an awful timidity, which the habit and exerciſe of govern- 
ment can alone diminiſh. And it is an obſervation founded 
on the authority of general experience, that the ambition for 
| arbitrary ſway increaſes in EI to > che — of 
exereiſin 8 re 70 truſt. 


mer marion to power was no leſs prevalent in the 
Quikin's s character, than in thoſe of her predeceſſors; and a 
circumſtance of an accidental nature co-operated with the de- 
| elared principles of the tories, to tincture her mind with a 
ſtrong prejudice in their favor. From a age natural in 
crowned heads to the heir apparent, ſhe had been treated 
very ill by the late King and Queen. On her hs to diſ- 


miſs the Lady Marlborough from her ſervice, a quarrel had 
ariſen 


Tur whigs, who were taken into favor towards 8 5 1 1 
of tho reign; ws eib 
the example F 
looking forward for power to the reign of a Princeſs who hae 
early imbibed the high pri ciples of the church 
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courtiers not to follow ſtrictly EG RI 
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by their earneſt aſſiduities, to make up for 1 1 
Anne mounted the throne, to the apparent atisfation „ 1 | 
to the uſual. fortune. of new fove- © © A 
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and the fff of Lord High Treaſurer of England was put nt 
the hands of the Earl of Godolphin, 
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nſive and defenſive alliances, 
Wh might involve the nation in the 
but they were ſoon relieved from their anxioty by the a 
of the Earl of Marlborough, with full aſſurances that the 
ueen would maintain the al 


: ture of 


cerns of great ſocieties ly on the ambition, the 
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from the ſtation of a page of 


A peer; and his 


; Churchill, placed [about t the p. erſon 0 the Princeſs Anne. 
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Lady Churchill, whoſe diſpoſition was bot artful and i im- 
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perious, had made ſuch uſe of her opportunities, as to gain 
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braced with eagerneſs by by the Churchill family. 
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— Churchill, who had "wit created Earl of Marlborough by the 
late King, and, the laſt year of that monarch's life, had been 
gratified with the command of the troops ſent to the afl 
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ch William had en- 


ance of the ſtates, was now to be placed at the head of 
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LzTTiz III. 


. acceſſion, the Queen went to the Ane of Peers with the 
uſual ſolemnity, and in her ſpeech to the two houſes declared 
it her opinion, that too much could not be done for the 


ſeſſion of all the lucrative advantages which they expected 
from the' war ; but they could not, without expoſing them- 


5 France: ſhe obſerved to the commons, that the revenue for 
told them ſhe relied entirely on their affection, for its being 


ſupplied in ſuch a manner as ſhould be moſt ſuitable to the 
honor and dignity of the crown; added, that her heart was 


ther, made large profeſſions of her concurrence in all things 
which ſhould be for the happineſs and proſperity of England, 


ſelves to the higheſt cenſure, o oppoſe a ſovereign who diſco- 


The buſineſs recommended from the throne was proſecuted 


Br virtue 80 an at paſſed; in 6 late reign, the parliament 
oolitidived to fit after the King's death. Seven days after her 


encouragement of their allies, in bumbling the power of 


defraying the expences of the civil government was expired; 


entirely Engliſh; and, according to the example of her fa- 


and that the parliament ſhould always find her a ſtrict and re- 5 
ligious obſerver of her word. - 
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7 HE. Whigs bad the mortification to ſre their We in poſs 


vered an eagerneſs to adhere to their avowed ſyſtem of policy. 


by the commons with a ſhew of unanimity and zeal ; and as 


both n were too earneſtly engage in the purſuit of their 
ſeveral 


5 ſettled upon her Maj Tags Adr 8 life, the revenue ane 
10 the late * for the ds of the civil government. | 
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Wb the Queen came to the houſe of Lords to give ; the 
royal aſſent to the act for the eſtabliſhin g her own revenue, 
ſhe told the two houſes, that though the funds for the civil 
lift might greatly fall ſhort of what they formerly produced, 
the would give directions that one hundred thouſand pounds 


of her own revenue ſhould be applied to. the public ſervice of 
the a 094d + a | . 
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Goon, and even plauſible, actions of princes a are returned 
with ſuch a meaſure of praiſe and admiration, that] have of- 
ten wondered, my friend, that ſuch encouragements mould 
pot even incline a bad heart, in theſe exalted ſtations, to af- 
ford ſometimes a colour of ſincerity to their flatterers. This 

was, undoubtedly, a generous act in the Queen; and, had it 
been followed with a juſt œconomy in the affairs of govern- 
ment, would have rendered her reign a real blefling to her 
country. It did not fail of i its reward; ; it was trumpeted up 
as one of the higheſt acts of -magnanimity which had been 
ever ſhewn by a crowned head, and the people had ſome rea- 
ſon to be pleaſed with the commencement of the reign); 3 for 


as proviſions had been already made for the eventual expence 
Vor. I. . 85 N PH : of 
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leren 1. or the war, this was almoſt the only felon of parliament 
ſince the revolution which had _ without a _ _ 
then of taxes * on 0 NO 3:7 


Tus tories and kick om having now 7 ating „ 
com pleat victory over their adverſaries, purſued their advan- 


tages with an indecent triumph. The whigs were openly 5 
accuſed of aiming at the eſtabliſhment of a commonwealth 


and even the late Kin g, who was as little of a common- 
wealth's man as any prince of his time, was involved i in this 
cenſure. A book, reflectin g on Charles the Firſt, by a vote f 
"of both houſes, was declared to be a ſcandalous and villainous 
libel, which tended to the ſubverſion of monarchy; as ſuch it 
vas ordered to be burnt by the hands of the common hang- | 
man. The nonſenſical doctrine of a divine and indefeaſible . 
right was canted in the pul pits, and ſounded in the two | 


' houſes of parliament; and hardly any veſtiges remained of the 
revolution but an additional load of taxes, and the large i in- 7 
creaſe of corruption and venality it produced i in the nation. 


* s 
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Wu the conſtitution, my fiend: was thus relipfing 
into a paroxiſm of deſpotiſm, and the friends of liberty har- 
raſſed by the envenomed ſhafts of their political enemies, 
great Preparations were e making by the n for an active 


e, x : 5 
| i N WHEN 


; 5 
Warn ah bubneſs of the intended war aa France Larven . | e 4 


vas firſt debated in the privy council, the Earl of Rocheſter, . 
| maternal uncle to the Queen, it is faid, propoſed that the DE 
- Engliſh nation ſhould only engage in the meaſures of the al- 
lies as auxiliaries; and that the chief weight of the war ought 
to reſt on thoſe who had moſt to fear from the power of 5 
France. This, my friend, you will allow was a rational pro- 
poſal, and did honor to the judgment and integrity of the 1 
Earl; however, it was vehemently oppoſed by the Earl of 1 —— 
Marl borou gh; a majority of the council, thou gh compoſed F „„ 8 
of tories, yielded to the inclinations of the favorite ; their 
: reſolutions were communicated the ſame day to the Com- 
mons, and war was declared in form two days after. . 


oOxx of the firſt acts of the Queen, after her acceſſion, hal —& + | 
| been, to confer the order of the Garter on her favorite, the 0 1 
Earl of Marlborough; ; to appoint him Captain-general of all 

the forces to be employed 5 her, in conjunction with t 
troops of the allies; and to diſpatch him to Ws in the 
TH of embaſſador ene, to the States. | 


„ £ „ x 


pea meaſures, now purſued So SW by the 
court, had been determined on in the ſpace of a few days | 
that the Earl continued in Holland. On aſſurances that the . 
0 would look on the intereſts of E ngland and the United 


5 | N . „ Provinces 


Lavren I. 


The Ehre ” Fl Bugland, fo the 


Provinces - as inſeparable, the states had agreed to alt the 
propoſals of the favorite; they raiſed him to the chief com- 
mand of their forces ; the ſeveral allies had promi iſed with 
alacrity to furniſh their quotas ; ; and every thing was actually i 
preparing for a vi gorous and active campaign. The plan of 


of 


operations had been ſo nicely concerted between the court 


of Vienna, the court of En gland, and the States-General, 


day. In the Queen's proclamation, the King of France was 


taxed with the having ſeized the greater part of the Spaniſh 
dominions, with deſigning to invade the liberties of Europe, 


Prince of Wales King of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


As England did not pretend to lay claim to any part of the 


| Spaniſh or French dominions, nor had.ſuſtained any real i in- 


jury, or ſerious provocation from the King of France, the 


declared end of the war was to put the houſe of Auſtria in 


the poſſeſſion of the throne of Spain, and to procure a barrier 


* 


for the Dutch i in the N ctherlands. 


. 


Tav s, before the nation had been able to recover itſelf in 


any manner from the ruin of an expenſive · war in Ireland and 


. . on 


* 


that their ſeveral declarations of war were publiſhed in one 


to obſtruct the freedom of navigation and commerce, and 
with the having offered an un pardonable inſult to the Queen 
and kingdom, by taking upon him to declare the pretended | 


i 4 Revolution to 1 


% 


on the Continent, England was again involyed a a5 2 principal 1er 
in a war, which, as its object was the wreſting a whole king- 


dom from the poſſeſſion of a powerful family, threatened the 


being long, expenſive, and bloody; and this for the ſole emo- 


lument and advantage of other ſtates, and the idle pretence of : 

fixing a balance of power, which, in all probability, would 

have been better ſettled had ſhe not interfered ; but if ſuch 

: interference was judicious, or neceſſary, had the only acted 
as an auxiliary, by lending a ſmall number of her land forces 


while ſhe carried on her great operations by her naval power, 


ſhe would have been amply repaid by the ſeizure of places 


neceſſary to the extending her commerce and marine empire. 


3 * 


Tus, my friend; was the conduct of an affernbly: whom, 
notwithſtanding the load of popular prej judice they have un- 
juſtly incurred, I ſhall ever venerate as true patriots, as men 
who underſtood and religiouſly purſued the intereſt of their 
country, and who, in. the ſpace of five years, at a very incon- 
ſiderable expence, raiſed the di gnity and enlarged the power 


and commerce of England beyond the ſervices of all the 


Princes who had ever fat on her throne, EO gg nary ref 


an a equal command hh the  Englih general, but the States 
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rough, at the head 


Duke of Chareſt, were taken 


0 


| generalifſimo of all 'their forces. The ſucceſs of the em- 
paign, which began in by uly, 1 17 5 anſwered * warmeſt 


Duke of Burgundy, who commanded the F rench army, to 
retire before him, and leave Spaniſh Guelderland at his diſ- 
cretion : the town and caſtle of Werk, after a ſlight reſiſtance, 
| ſurrendered to a detached party of his army, commanded by 
General Schultz; Venlo capitulated twenty- five days after 
the commencement of the fiege; Ruremonde was reduced af- 


ter an obſtinate defence. Boufflers, now at the head of the 
French troops, retired, firſt to Liege, afterwards to Tonguen, 


and from thence to Brabant; the confederate army followed, 

and took Liege by aſſault; Violani, the governor, and the 
ners; and three hundred 
;, in gold and filver, were found in the cita- 
del, beſides notes for above one million, drawn upon ſub- 
Rantial merchants in Liege; the garriſon of the Choitreux 
capitulated on honorable terms, and were conducted to 


Ar the ſame time that the French were attacked in Flan- 
ders the confederate army, under the command of the 
were obli iged to defend themſelves 


tothe | . on 


in Italy, againſt 
of Prince Eugene, of Savoy. 
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in council, and activity in the ters of T 


the Imperial court. For want of recruits and reinforcements, s > 
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Tux French made themſelves m 


| " Suabia; they were divided into b 5 5 „% 
arquis Hars; and the Count d G.. 8 
card. Prince Lewis, of Baden, fearing — — Oo: 4-3 


t 4 | < 4 p : ws 


ed by the enemy, made haſte to decamp: Villars paſſed  &*  ' 2 
im in his 


clo 
the Rhine 


gement enſued; the I 


reats in Obſtinste % —B 48 


f 


, overpowered 
after having loſt' two thouſand men, abandoned the field o 


battle to the enemy, together with all their ba gage, cc, VV -J 


 lery, and ammunition, and retired to Stau „ %%% „ 


4 * 
e —— 


Tur ſucceſs which the French armies met with in Italy, —p lp 


3 and on the Rhine, greatly heightened the reputation of t 1 
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arlborough, ning of the onſet, t. 


ſevere a mo 
that he returned to Verſa 
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5 kerri m. | King's trcope to Boufflers. Before the end of ei ee 
a detachment of the allied army, under the command of the 
Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, took from the French che towns of 


Zinch, ae Briſac, "and nn. 


Ar . the i PA RE of the Dutch and Engliſh 


having received intelligence that the Spaniſh galleons from 
the Weſt-Indies had put into Vigo, under the convoy of a 
French ſquadron, made fail to that port: though the paſſage 


into the harbour is narrow, and was well ſecured by batte- | 
ries, forts, breaſtworks, &c. yet the enemy being attacked | 
with judgment and ſpirit, after a very vigorous engagement, 
was driven to the extremity of deſtroyin 8 their ſhips and gal- 
| leons to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy ; 
eight ſhips, and as many advice-boats, were ſacrificed to this 


dreadful neceſſity; ten ſhips of war were taken, and eleven 


galleons, with riches to the amount of ſeven millions of 


pieces of eight, in plate and valuable commodities. Sir 


George Rook, who commanded the naval force of England, 


gained great reputation by this exploit, which was more than 


a compenſation for an ineffectual attempt which had been 


made to reduce Cadiz. When the attempt was made on this 


town, the allies publiſhed a declaration, „ in which they aſ- 
ſerted, that they did not come as enemies to Spain, but as 


friends, to free them from the yoke of France, and to aſſiſt 
: is 1 1 


2 


„ * 1 


* . * * 


ks 


erer tiarrin i. 7 


l Bir Wien e 
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en and officers, in defiance to ſt 


commander, the Di ke of | 
Lo inhabitants, and raiſed among them ſuch a ſpirit c 


© - 5 # 1 - 8 b 7 


that the enemy were ſtopped in their progreſs, and obliged 
it was defended | 2 2 
the enterprize, and returned into port; f | IE. 
diſcretion, or cowardice, he was tried by a cou | | n 
and, though acquitted, was diſmiſſed the ſervice. Mens 

ADMIRAL Benbow, a very brave, honeſt, and experienced 

officer, but of a very rou | 

feated in an engagement with 

the command of Du Caſſe, by | 
cers: in boarding the French Admiral, poor | | 
* | y : ” f 
8 | ; | i PE p ; | | 


CY pL 85 The Hit of Bnglond, from the 


Lavren 11, leg, and received ſeyeral wounds i in 1 body, „ with 2 
the agitation of mind his diſappointment occaſioned, threw 

25 TROY into a 1 which put a period to his life; but not be- 

. fore he had given a commiſſion for a court martial to try the 
offending. officers; one of them died before his trial, two of 


them were. ſentenced to be ſhot, and a fourth Was Caſhiered 
and impriſoned. 


Fe THSTANDING theſe diſaſters, on an clement where 
it is our own fault if we are not invincible, the general ſucceſs 
of the campaign put the nation and both houſes of parliament 
into great good humour. The continuance of the parliament, 

in being at the King's death, was limited to fix months; and 
though, my friend, you will agree with me, that they had 
ſhewn a very ſufficient compliance to the meaſures, yet they 


were diſſolved before the expiration of that term. In the 
facceeding aſſembly, the tory intereſt, through the Acc 
of the court, nm e 


4 — 1 5 | Tur Queen, according to the cults elk had pre- 
2B mailed in almoſt every ſeſſion of parliament through the whole 

_ reign of her predeceſſor, complained that the funds aſſigned 
by their predeceſſors had not produced the ſums granted by 
a large deficiency, and demanded oy ee een for the 
ne on che war. 


23 


Revolution to: the graben Tim, nt 


ceſs of her arms; but the Commons paid A more particular 


x court, by complimenting her favorite at the expence of the 
late King. The progreſs of her arms in Flanders under the 
Earl of Marlborough, they faid, had fignally retrieved the 


ancient honor and glory of the Engliſh nation. On the 
ſame day they reſolved that forty thouſand ſeamen ſhould be 
employed for the ſervice of the year enſuing, a and that the 


Engliſh pr oport tion of land forces, to act in conjunction with i; 


the allies, ſhould likewiſe be forty. thouſand. A ſupply of 
twelve hundred thouſand pounds, chuting fey thouſand 


pounds for ſubſidies for her Majeſty's allies, were unanimouſly 


and chearfully voted. 871 he public entertained themſelves 


with bonfires for the ſignal ſucceſſes of our arms; and the 


Queen went in ſtate to St. Paul's, attended by the Peers and 


Commons, to return thanks on the ſame gon. 


Wiru 8 an Don alacrity with which Pigs on ney the 


 fupplies, the parliament complimented the Queen with ſet⸗ 
tlin g on her conſort, the Prince of Denmark, ſhould he hap- 
pen to ſurvive her Majeſty, the yearly ſum of one hundred _ 


thouſand pounds. 


Tai, | my friend, Was undoubtedly a a very ſolid 0 of 
afeion, ve it was w properly tempered by the refuling 


Bor houſes: mb congratulated her Majefty on the'ſuc- Torres: 10, 
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vorite with ſending a comm 
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anks for his gre at an 
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dence to inform the Queen that they could 
comply with a precedent to alienate the revenue of the crown. 


by 72 


On this unexpected oppoſition, the Duke intreated the Queen 
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—— * 


to withdraw her meſſage; yet the Commons took the oppor- 
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which they 
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tunity of ſending up an addreſs to her M 
that the revenue of the crown had been too much 
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any farther diminution. 
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Te H. 2 97 England, fron the. 


Pon! TY wböchad Aich, my friend, was a pretty large | 


l body of troops for England to maintain in a quarrel which 


Was not primarily her own; yet, it ſeems, it was not thought 


conipetent by her allies to the occafion, or to her ftrength 


and eagerneſs for war ; and before the ſeſſion was at an end, | 


the houſe of Commons were given to underſtand, that the 
States-General had preſſed the Queen to augment | her forces, 
as the only means to render ineffectual the great and early pre- 


parations of the enemy. On this extraordinary demand, the 
Commons without heſitation refolved; that ten thouſand men 


: ſhould be hired as an augmentation of the forces to act in 


con) unction with the allies ; but to this inſtance of their | 
complaiſance they tacked a neceſſary condition, that an im- 


255 | mediate ſtop ſhould be put to all commerce and correſpond- 
_ ence with France and Spain on the part of the States-General. 


The Dutch, who on no conſiderations ever neglect their mer- 


cantile intereſt, even after the declaration of war, had carried 
on a traffic with the French; though this, their capital enemy, 


would have found it impoſſible to make remittances of money 
to the Elector of Bavaria in Germany, and to his forces in 


Italy, except through the e Funnel of f Engliſh, Dutch, and ” 
Geneva merchants. | | | 


Tur campaign of 1703 opened with great advantage to the 


Allies in Oy uot the houſe of Bourbon. The 


. 3 TY 5 Duke 


8 e fo the FO: ©] 


LS 
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Fe 


arms to v the a of p rance, yet 5 Was aeg * of 1775 
the power of that monarchy; and as the French King was 
not at preſent 1 in a ſituation to gratify further his ambition, | 
he deſerted his intereſt, and concluded a e with. the 15 


Em peror. 


e e the old 925 of Foes; began al t to dread 
the power of the houſe of Bourbon, leſt the claims of the 
Spaniſh crown on the crown of Portugal ſhould be renewed 
by the ſame family who had formerly ſupported them againſt 


the houſe of Auſtria. Theſe reaſons, together with the offer 


of a union with Prince Charles, the Emperor 8 ſecond ſon, in 
whoſe favor the Emperor and his eldeſt ſon had renounced 


the crown of Spain , prevailed on Portugal to deſert likewiſe 
the arms of France, and to join the grand alliance. Not- 


withſtandin g this additional ſtrength, the campaign of the ; 
year 1703 was, upon the whole, favorable to the houſe of 5 


Bourbon. The progreſs of the Elector of Bavaria, in the 


heart of Germany, reduced the houſe of Auſtria to great 
1 ſtraits, whilſt at the ſame time an inſurrection i in Hungary, 


ariſing from a barbarous and ill- timed perſecution of the 


proteſtants, diſtracted the councils of the Emperor, and di- 
verted his forces to other purpoſes than the carryin 3 on the 


war with vigor. „ 45 
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Loreen Il, SOME towns were taken | the allies. in Flanders; but they 
+ failed in their attempts on the | 


© enemy for t 
UG . phies in the field 


in the only 


| happened in the c. d they neglected to take ad- 
a „„ vantage of an inſurrection of the proteſtants in the Cevennes, 
© who had taken up arms to defend themſelves againſt the ſe- 


e verities of that incorrigible bigot, Lewis the Fourteenth, who 
had already ſeverely ſuffered for the revocation of the edi - 


7 0 < ; 4 


RoM the ſame bigotted, ill- 


. - 


ſeverity, the Emperor 


1 1d was ſo little able to give any aſſiſtance towards the 
ne on the war, ed to apply, th 
= FE 7 w, his envoy-extraordina | 
1 5 | to defend his own dominions againſt | 
aa poves of the inſurgents, who had poſſeſſed themſelves 


2 7 4 F * 4 - & 0 R 


k ſeveral important places, and had offered their aid to the 


| ÜṼ rs 
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7 my friend, though always the 


interferes with the real motive for action. The 
ES pretence on which the Engl 
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HE intereſt of religion, m 


hs 


+ ; . 4 - 
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in this expenſive 


= N - 


were engage 


or 


1 Var, was the ſecuring the proteſtant religion againſt the power 


* . 
* 


of Berben yet in the laſt year the Pass in a the Ce- leren ut. 
vennes received no aſſiſtance from the allied E army | 
of Dutch and Engliſh. A reſolution was taken by the Engliſh 


| court to diſengage the Emperor from his embarraſſment, and 


Alu to enable him to oppreſs his proteſtant ſubjects at plea- 
ſure. Agreeable to this reſolution the plan of operations 5 
was entirely altered; a ſmall number of forces were left to 


protect the frontiers of the ſtates i in F landers, and the ſeveral 
allied armies were, in the year 1704, aſſembled i in Germany. 


Ix the 1 of the year the Duke of Marlborough 
viſited Holland, to ſettle this. new plan of operations with 


the States. In May the allied army of Dutch and Engliſh 


croſſed the Rhine at Coblentz, and at Mandelſheim were met 
by Prince Eugene of Savoy; when, advancing towards the 
Danube, they were joined by the Im perialiſts at Weſterſtetten, 


and from thence marched to Brentz, and fixed their camp 


within two leagues of the Elector of Bavaria 8 army. 


On the ſecond of July they forced the enemy's intrench- 
ments at Donawert, and paſſed the Danube without reſiſt- 
ance but they were incapable, for want of magazines, either 


to continue long on the banks of that river, or to penetrate | 
into Bavaria: a battle therefore could alone fave them the 
| mortification of retreating, without the having gained one 


important point. 
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Lerren mw. For the enemy to hazard an engagement in ſuch circum- 
| ſtances was very injudicious; ; and the Elector was guilty of 
a great overſight | in forming the line of battle: his army lay 
encamped with the Danube on their right, whilſt their left 
was covered with a thick wood, from which ran a rivulet 
"a their front into the Danube: this rivulet, as it paſſed 
= through the plain formed a moraſs, which rendered the paſs 
5 . - _ difficult to the enemy: inſtead of taking advantage of this cir- 
| 3 when the Elector perceived that the Duke of 
1 Marlborough was preparing to give battle, he formed his line 
- | ata conſiderable diſtance from the moraſs, and threw twenty- 
| eight battalions of foot and eight ſquadrons of dragoons into 
4 1 To the village of Blenheim, and eight battalions of foot into 
1 Lutzingen, a village ſituated towards the centre of the army: 
it was deſigned that theſe parties ſhould fall upon the rear of 
the enemy when they had paſſed the brook, and ſo place them 
between two fires; but ſuch a deſign could not take place 
againſt a general of equal abilities to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough: by the injudicious arrangement of the army in oppo- 
ſition, he had full opportunity to paſs the brook without i in- 
terruption, and perceiving that the line of the enemy, con- 
ſiſting chiefly of cavalry, was conſiderably weakened by large 
detachments, he ordered the villages to be attacked by the 
infantry, and himſelf led the cavalry againſt the French horſe, 
2 5 cCommanded by Marechal de Tallard, whilſt Prince Eugene, 
who 


| Revolution to the preſent. Time.” 


| moſt of thoſe who had eſcaped the ſword were drowned: ten 


and cut to pieces. The horſe, led by the Elector of Bavaria 
and 'the Marechal de Marzin, for a conſiderable time ſtood 
their ground againſt the repeated attacks. of Prince Eugene ; 
at length, intimidated with the ſlaughter of their friends, 


field with ſuch dexterity and regularity, that it would have 
been in their power either to have recovered, or at leaſt to 
have faved the detached parties, by falling on the flank of the 
enemy, deeply engaged i in pillaging Count Tallard's camp; 
but terror prevailing in their minds, they neglected the op- 
portunity; and the twenty-eight battalions of foot, and eight 


tioned at Lutzin gen found means to Scope. in the confuſion. | 


Tux loſs of the French and Bavarians in this battle 
amounted to near one half of their army; they loſt their 


53 „„ 


battalions of foot were at the ſame time charged on all ſides 


they threw themſelves into three ſquadron s, and quitted the 5 


ſquadrons of dragoons F ſurrendered at diſcretion : thoſe ſta- 


camp, their equipage, their baggage, and artillery ; Marechal 
de Tallard was taken priſoner ; the Elector of Bavaria was 
reduced to the neceſſity of deſertin £ his country, and flyin g 


who ds on the PER attacked the Elector r of es- rere en m 
ria, and the Marechal de Marzin. 5 After ſeveral charges the DNS | 

courage of the French horſe began to abate; they were at 

length totally ſubdued, and drove into the Danube, where 


A * 
, 5 $5, 


LarTes IL. . army to the 


n ait of muss fo the 


joined the Marechal de Villeroi, and retreating with this 86+ , 
neral, took ns: within the confines of F rance. 


By the deſertion of the Eloftor of Bere his Ae e 


and dominions fell into the hands of the Emperor, who 


ſeverely revenged the exceſſes which had been committed 
againſt his own ſubjects: his allies, the confederate army, 
re- eroſſed the Rhine, entered Alface, and before the end of 


the tha made themſelves maſters or Landau and Trearbach. 


Tur campaign. in Flanders was merely defenſive, and pro- 
duced 1 no 1 event. | | 


1 


Tur King of Portugal, faili ing in his attempt to invade 


Caſtile, was driven back into his own territories by the Duke | 


of Berwick ; while the King of Spain, with better ſuccels, 


at the head of a Spaniſh and F rench : army, invaded | Portugal, 
and took ſeveral * from the enemy. 


Tur campaign in Ley proved upon che whole fovorable 
for the houſe of Bourbon. 


Tur Emperor's ally, the Duke of Modena, was deprived 
of his dominions by the French army under the command 
1 N 15 


; 


ally of F rance, 


the c 


- 


ome on the other fide, 
as ill treated 


city of Pignerol in June; th, city of 
July; in Se 
Yvrea, fell 


having previoully « 
the States-General, he marched through the count 
rgh, croſſed tl lle and the Saar, 
ceeded to the defile of Taveren, an 
the approach of 


d advanced to 


Sirk, in the neig borhood of Conin | 4 
amounted to the number of ſeventy thouſand, and were under 


diciouſly avoided the eng ging with an arm 


more mortifying 


of Sura and the 
Veſcelli ſurrendered in 


* - 


* 


In the firſt week in May, 1706, the Duke of Marlbowugh | 


the fiel concerted meaſures with 


rom thence pro- 


ft, S 


the confederate army the enemy retired 
{mac eren; the 
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Te * ry 7 Bagland, fm * 
1 of we reputation Is *had acquired, feigned himſelf kek. and 5 


; 5 : diſappointed him of the aſſiſtance of the Imperialiſts: thus, 


5 through the prudence of one general, and the ill humor of 
another, he was effeQually diſappointed i in the deſign of im- ' | 


proving the victories of the preceding campaign, by carryin 8 
| the v war by the Moſelle into the heart of France. 


Warr 4 Duke « of e in 15200 expectation 
of the arrival of the Imperial forces, remained inactive on the 
Moſelle, the French troops, under the Elector of Bavaria and 
the Marechal de Villeroi, puſhed the advantage which the 
ſuperiority of numbers gave them in the Netherlands; they 
inveſted Huy, and after the ſurrender of this town, on the 
tenth of June, the two . marched with the whole 
| why to Liege. 


Tux States, alarmed at the progreſs of the enemy, ſent a 
letter to the Duke, in which they informed him of the ne- 
ceſſity there was, either to make a powerful diverſion on the 
Moſelle, or to return and oppoſe the enemy in the Nether- 
lands. The Duke did not heſitate long on what ſteps it was 
: proper to take: the delay of the German troops rendered his 
deſign on Saar Lewis abortive ; the difficulty was great of 
ſubſiſting an army in a ruined country; and to attack an enemy 
ſuperior in numbers in an inacceſſible camp, impracticable. 
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_ Havino taken the precaution to decamp i in the night; he deren m. 


ade repaſſed the dan gerous defile of Taveren without 


moleſtation, and directin g his march towards Liege, he was 
joined by the Dutch forces, under Overkirk. 
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wa ; / 
: * 
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THE preſence of the Duke of Marlborough gave an entire 
change ta affairs in the Netherlands: Huy was re- taken on 
the twelfth of July; and the enemy, abandoning their deſign 
upon Liege, retired with precipitation behind their lines. 


The Duke of Marlborough burned with the deſire we Tor 2 
trieving, with ſome enterprize of conſequence, the glory loſt 


mo 


by the prior inactivity of the campaign; but the enemy, 1 OE. 
whom experience had taught wiſdom, equally dreaded a con- e | 
teſt, which, if unſucceſsful, was big with the moſt fatal con- 
ſequences. When they perceived that the Engliſh general 
was preparing to attack them, they drew their armies toge- 6 ; 
ther, and left only ſmall detachments to guard their lines, 1k - - f 
_nopes of dividing them.. The Duke commanded the Dutch | „ „ 0 
to paſs the Mehaigne on the left, whilft he prepared to attack es — ; 
the enemy on the right: the feint made by the Dutch W 5 " 2 
ceeded ; the enemy were attacked, firſt by the Duke of Marl- pe Fo 
borough, and then by the whole army; for the Dutch ſud- a, 


 denly faced about, and their barriers on the right were forced ; „ — 
| before the generals were appriſed of the _— ͤ 4M 


* 


LevTen II. 


— 4 * * 
* „ 


71 he agen 7 Englond, from the 


On perceiving his miſtake, the Elector of Bereria: com- 
. manded the left wing of his cavalry to march to prevent the 


enemy from forcing the. barriers, whilſt himſelf followed 
with the infantry. It was now too late ; the enemy had al- 
ready forced the barriers and formed within the lines; a fierce 
ſhock enſued ; the Bavarian cavalry were defeated, and the 
infantry at length gave way ; ten battalions retired in ſuch 
good order, that they not only defended themſelves from the 
attacks of the enemy, but protected, as they retreated, their 
| flying friends. 


No event of conſequence followed this victory: the 
French and Bavarians retired behind the Dyle : the Duke 
of Marlborough would have attempted to force their en- 
trenchments; but being oppoſed by the Dutch general, Scha- 
langenburgh, and other officers, the States deputies refuſed 
to concur, and the reſt of the n, paſſed over without 
any movement of 3 importance. 


Tur Matechal de Villars, ſeizing the opportunity which 
the abſence of the Engliſh troops afforded him, OO and 
took Hamburgh, and paſſed the Rhine at Straſburgh ; ; | 
Prince Lewis of Baden, who was now recovered of his indiſ- 
poſition, put himſelf at the head of the Imperial army, and 

not only obliged the French to retire, but following the ene- 


my, 


© Revolution 70 the profent Time. JH „ 55 WIT 4 


F 


1100, fatoed their lines: at Haguna, and reduced the towns. Levers "AY 1 
of Druſenheim and Haganan. e e eee, 4 


As uſual, then war in 115 languiſhed « on abe ade of the 


Emperor: : Villa Franca fell into the hands of the French: 
in March, the town and port of Nice, by which the Duke 

of Savoy could alone receive ſuccours by ſea, was taken 5 
Veſue ſurrendered in April, after an obſtinate ſiege of fix 
months; the allies under Prince Eugene were repulſed by 2» 
the French army commanded by the Duke de Vendome; „„ I 
and the Duke of Savoy was obliged to _ himſelf. 4 in „„ — i 
Turin, without ny proſpect of relief. 7 3d e 


Whillt various _ different ſucceſſes attended the oppotink 5 e | 
powers in Germany, F landers, and Italy, the houſe of Bour- = 3 


bon were on the point of loſing the dominions in conteſt. 


"Five thouſand troops, under the joint a command of the 
Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, failed from 
St. Helen's in the end of May, and arrived in the port of Liſ- 
bon about the middle of June; at Liſbon they were joined He. „„ 
by a ſquadron of Dutch under Admiral Allemonde, and rein! 8 „ 
forced with a body of horſe from the Earl of Galway 8 army 3 
in Portugal; and having thus collected a conſiderable force, 
une , | A „ they 


0 ; 
Larrzs m. they took the Arch-Duke Charles on board, and failing firſt 


w. nnen of England, from the 
to Gibraltar, directed their courle from thence to Catalonia. 


Sram was not in a candle: to 90 an armament of ſuch 
1 its arrival {| pread terror; and confuſion through, the 


| whole country; ; the fortreſſes of Lerida and Tortoſa were 


delivered into the hands of the Arch-Duke without a blow; 
Barcelona was forced to capitulate; and almoſt the whole 
kingdom of Valencia, and the province of Catalonia, ſub- 
mitted to > the 2 of the invaders. ? 


ON ths e of winter, the fleet of the confederajce 
retired from the coaſt of 8 pain ; but the Arch-Duke, who 
had now taken upon him the title of King of Spain, attended 


with the land forces of the e took * his 5 in the = 
heart of the kingdom. 


Tur frontiers of Spain, on the ide of i had been 
invaded early in the ſpring,” and ſeveral principal towns in 
the provinces of Beyro and Alentejo had fallen into the hands 
of the enemy; but the invaders having undertaken the ſiege 

of aher a met with a repulle, and were driven back into 
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21 lution to the preſent T ime. : 


; governed by bis prieſts, whoſe ill councils ran him into great 
difficulties and dangers. Tt was the ſeverity of his perſecus 


tions, which firſt provoked the Hungarians to aſſiſt the Turks 


in a war againſt their ſovereign ; and it was the repetition of 


the ſame perſecutions, that raiſed new commotions in Hun- 


gary; which, in conjunction with the revolt of the Elector 


of Bavaria, would have brought on his entire ruin, had he 


not been relieved from his great diſtreſs * the treaſure and 
blood of the DO 


In 10 ne of this Emperor, Burnet, my friend, makes N 
the following reflection: It could not but be obſerved by 
« all proteſtants, how much the ill influence of the. popiſh 
. religion appeared in this monarch, who was one of the 
a mildeſt and moſt virtuous princes of the age; ſince cruelty 
« in matters of religion had a Full courle under him, though 


e it was as — to his natural temper as it was to his 
1 intere! oh 


A was 1 by his ſon Joſeph in his beredi- 
ons and elective dignities: ambi tion and bigotry were as 
apparent in this Prince as in the reſt of his predeceſſors. The 
acceſſion of the Spaniſh throne, the increaſe of the Imperial 

CGN 


"rg i 
Donne the courſe af: the campaign, the Eiiipevor: Leo- Lirras m. 
; on died: this prince was a bigot in religion, and entirely „ 
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. | yi RE: . ven 11 power on the ruins of the authority of the German princes, 5 
aj Rags: | and the total reduction of the inſurgents in Hungary i in order 


The 25 ory x England fron the 


to repeat oppreſſion, were objects more warmly purſued by 3 


| Joſeph than by his father; and i in theſe pious deſigns 


warmly aſſiſted by the good people of England: however, t to 


_ Have appearances, it was given out, that Joſeph intended to 


correct the errors of his father's government, and that he had 


— 


5 1 * 
8 o 


promiſed to the miniſters of the Queen, and the States, that 
he would offer all reaſonable. terms to the FIRDGSFIANS- a7 


Tur 5 Duke of bse, who 1 the ſa- 


vior of the German empire, and the guardian deity of the 


houſe of Auſtria, in conſequence of a preſſing invitation from 


land: in the rout he was magnificently entertained by the 
Elector of Palatine, and the Magiſtracy of Franckfort; and 


at Vienna was received with very ſubſtantial marks of diſ- 


tinction; he was created a Prince of the Empire, and pre- 
ſented with a grant of the Lordſhip of Mindleheim, in Sua- 
bia, which was erected into a principality. 


Tur a to theſe high kotior a favorite of the En- 


gliſh court, was no mean policy in the Emperor, who was 
ſo deſtitute of the means to carry on his ambitious projects, 


that he could not even furniſh his m of the forces employed 
by 


Joſeph, viſited the Imperial court, before his return to Eng g- 


Aga, and the Earl of Sun» 
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pals that all deficiencies ſhould be made up by the cout 


the States- neral, who were too much in- 
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of Marlborough; they. conſented to . 
nd in maintaining an additional body: 
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as, 3, reinforcement to the army 6 


LY 


of ten thouſand 


a 


Prince Eugene i in 
; and the winter was ſpent by the Cond allies in 
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making great preparations to renew the ſummer's cam 515 
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prudence and caution 
campaigns, all the mighty 


fortunately for F. 
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Mining prevailed... 17. ß et, oft vr 


conſtitutional courage, iſuing from the lines he had for 
behind the Dyle, in Flanders, advanced to Tirlemont, and 


from thence, without waiting for the arrival of the Elector of 
2 6 bs, . 6, 5 bY, Bavaria, 


the vigorous coun- 


oin 


ve evaporated in the ſame fruitleſs expence; but, un- 


* 


y.3 however, it Was Larrzs III. 


# 


"+ 


lurris in. | Peafle, telle to Ramilies: at Ramilies he met the : 


The Meg of Eu from the 


* 


united armies of the lies,; ; ; both fides hangar formed i in 
3 battle. enn eln 0 8 
The left wing of the French army was covered with the 
Geete, and an impaſſable moraſs running along its banks; 
| their right with the village of Tavieres, on the banks of 4. 
= Mehaigne; and the village of Ramilies, ſituated on a plain : 
near the ſource of the reds tood at a finall diſtance "before f 
: their centre. , 


Tux advantage of his ſituation rendered the Marechal 
more than a match for the ſuperiority of numbers in the ene- 
my; but deceived with the ſame device which had been 
practiſed with ſucceſs the laſt campaign, he thinned the left, 
where the attack was really intended, to ſtrengthen the right, 
where it was impracticable. In the midſt of that confuſion 
which this injudicious alteration occaſioned, the Duke began 
the attack ; the Engliſh infantry fell on the centre of the 
enemy, whilſt Overkirk, with the Dutch foot, attacked the 
right wing : the French troops in the centre made a gallant 
reiſtanee to the attack of the Engliſn infantey; but being at 
length charged by the whole body of the Engliſn army, 
horſe and foot, in the front, and at the ſame time by the Da- 


ah hems in the flank, they 15 way in ſuch diſorder, 
that 
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a compleat victory remained to 
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Eich battalions / oi ! | 
Hes, when they e main body driven from the 
field, endeavored to retreat toward the ri, 
attacked by the en nemy's- cavalry, before they could put them- 
ſelves i in a proper poſture of defence, and ſeveral were killed, 


and the reſt diſperſed; the left gave way before the 


5 
2446, 


3 


Dutch; and thus, in lefs than a quarter of an hour, oy 


thouſand of the French troops were put to an intire rout, and 
the allies, who left no more 


- 


than three thouſand dead on the field, and took of ſpoils one 


AC; 


hundred pieces of cannon and a great g of baggage, to- 
gether with all the trophies of war CE lt DUI 


Tux total conqueſt of Brabant, ,and almoſt all Spaniſh 
Flanders, was the immediate conſequence of the victory; 
Louvain, Bruſſels, Antwerp, Mechlin, Atoſt, Ghent, and 
Oudenarde, ſurrendered without firing g a gun; Oſtend was 


obliged to capitulate ; Menin ſurrendered, after an obſtinate 


ce; and the hieges of Dendermivade and Ath, which 
were taken ſucceſſively, conchuded the operations of the 


« 


campaign. 


that-the horſe Ee 15 tone 3 ne n Were in- Larrit 


but they were 
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Larrus 11. Tur French! and: Speniards, tahing — of i 
ſence of the Engliſh fleet, laid fiege to Barcelona, where the 
Arch-Duke had taken up his head - quarters but when the 
town vras on the point of being ſtormed, an Engliſh fleet, 


ſoperior to the enemy, appe: ed on the coaſt, and the Comte 
de Thoulouſe, commander of the French fleet, precipitately 
retired in the night: this reinforcement of troops being 
thrown into Barcelona, the King c of Spain and the Marechal 
de Teſſe, who had ſhut up the town by land with an army, of 
twenty thouſand men, raiſed. the ſiege in confuſion ;: when 
the Engliſh, taking. advantage of, the conſternation. of the 
enemy, which was greatly heightened by a ſudden. darkneſs 
from an almoſt total eclipſe of the ſun, purſued hoy with 
flaughter. Philip, who had abandoned his camp, his pro- 
viſions, his cannon, with all the implements of War, to the 
poſſeſſion of his com petitor, after taking a circuit with kis 
broken and ruined army ron 5 a part of the dominions of 
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Tux were not all the diſgraces and mortifications ſuſtain- 
ed by this unfortunate monarch on the fide of Portugal. The 
combined armies of Engliſh and Portugueſe, under the joint 
command of the Earl of Galway and the Marquis de Las 
Minus, entered Eſtramadura, took Alcantara, forced Cividad, 


Rodrigo Salamancha, and the Poſt of Eſpinat, and then di- 
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1 their maren to Madrid. Fnilip who was in no con- LeTTes III. „ ue 
dition to withſtand ſo powerful an army, abandoned his ag. 
peaital, and removed the Queen and the court to Bur „ i 


Engliſh and the Portugueſe entered Madrid in triumph; ande. 
lete the ſucceſſes of the campaign, the Engliſh fleet 
of debauchery at Madrid. 1 wo 
horred the thoughts of having a King 
: retios, had time to recover from their e 
, who had raiſed an army ſupe „ e 


to the enemy, marched to Madrid, obliged the allies to retire, „ | 
and became re- poſſeſſed of his capital. Galway 


inas, having joined the Arch-Duke, they paſſed into the 5 , : 
kingdom of Valencia, and diſpoſed their quarters in ſuch a 
manner as to cover the kingdoms of and +0: | 


- 


and maintain a free entrance into 


the D 


« 


of the campaign, Carthagena was retaken 
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Lerres III. 


* 


The Hen of England, from the 


Tux year 1706, my Friend, was a year of cceurulited 
loſſes and diſgraces to the houſe of Bourbon. In Italy, Prince 5 
Eugene, who commanded the Imperial army on the frontiers 
of Venice, after having paſſed ſeveral rivers and many defiles 
without meeting with any oppoſition, in the firſt week in 
September arrived in the neighbourhood of Turin: here he 
was joined by the Duke of Savoy; and the two commanders, 7 


5 when united, found themſelves ſtrong enough to attack the 


enemy, who, having g reduced the garriſon to great diſtreſs for 


want of ammunition, were on the point of becomin g maſters 


of the capital of Savoy. The Duke of Orleans, and the 
Marechal de Marzin were ſuddenly attacked in their entrench- 


ments, and after an obſtinate conteſt for two hours, the enemy 
entered their camp, drove them from the field, and took all 
their cannon, mortars, heavy baggage, ammunition, and im- 


plements employed in the ſiege: the Marechal de Marzin 


was killed in the engagement; the Duke of Orleans was 


wounded ; and, in conſequenee of the entire rout of the 


French army, the Modeneſe, the Man tuans, the Milaneſe, 


Piedmont, and ultimately the kingdom of Naples, were loſt 
to the houſe of Bourbon. In Germany, where the Imperi- 


aliſts were left to fight their own battles, the French were 
able to maintain a conteſt, which ah had found unequa)1 in 


Spain, Flanders, and np 
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Tur Marechal de Villas, with a en army, e m. 8 
ot himſelf ſuperior to the Prince of Radon who es 7 
ſupported by the court of Vienna; he recovered all that had „ v3 i bo 

: been loſt in the preceding campaign; and had the court „ e : | 5 : 15 8 

Verſailles been in a ſituation to ſtrengthen, inſtead ne,, 5 . 

ening their army in Germany, by detachments, ſuch was the „ EL 

1 languor and inferiority of the enemy, that Villars might have „ „* 

penetrated into the heart of Germany, and, with the aſſiſt- = „„ — 

ance of the Hungarians, have N the Emperor in his e by 
_—_ 7 - 5 


Tnus, my friend, I have related to you all the capital 
military actions of the Engliſh and their allics i in Germany, 
Flanders, Italy, and Spain, during the firſt five years of the 
war. I do not know how you will taſte the arrangement of 
the matter; but I am ſure you will approve of the brevity . „ 
| the detail; and that I have not teaſed you with perplexed and *** 
confuſed deſcriptions of battles, ſeldom underſtood by the wri- . 2 
7 ter, and never by the reader, even when the great maſter of the 14 
military ſcience, Julius Cæſar, condeſcends to relate his won- : Vs N 9 
derful exploits in Gaul; and when the pen of Julius, my 18 — 
| friend, cannot inſtruct us in the manner in which his victo- 
ries were atchieved, is it not a contemptible vanity in hiſto- F 
rians to waſte their time, and, what is yet worſe, the patience 
of their readers, in long and minute relations o& military ac- | 
1 tions, „5 
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N lerre II. tions, which 
on the on which they were fought, and which are or 
deſcriptions detailed from one ignorant writer to another 


| But to return to my narrative: a7 
| | Warker England was engaged in this expenſive and un- 


natural war on the Continent, her navy was ſhameful 


lected, her trade was unprotected, and the merchants, with 
F comp! ained of frequent and great ſeizures made by 


the enemy. 


. I.! was the fad neceſſity of raiſing and ſupporting a land 


army to defend themſelves againſt the cruel combination of 
the courts of France and England, which had reduced the 

freedom of the Dutch, and raiſed the power and the impor- 

| tance of the houſe of Orange. In addition to theſe conſide- 
rations, William was fond of the character of a 

great general; he either was, or affected to be, entirely igno- 
nut of naval affairs; moreover, it was not the intereſt; of the 
Dutch that England ſhonfd be the miſtreſs of the ſea; and 

during the whote adminiſtration of our great deliverer, her 

maritime ſtrength was either waſted in ineffectual exertions, 

| or ſuffered to decay for want of fupport and attention: at the 


ſame time every opportunity was taken to introduce an un- 


— 


; conſtitutional military eſtabliſhment.” a e 


with ſuch Lervzz III. 
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IIIA III. Kite the dende which at t 11 time — the re- 
ſpectful conduct of the public: + Prince George was a man ß 

a very indolent diſpoſition, of little or no judgment in the 
buſineſs confided to his care, good. natured, and eaſy to be 

1 1 „„ impoſed on: it was not the intereſt of thoſe who managed 
; 5 „„ che war, that laurels ſhould be gathered at ſea; all the naval 


expeditions, therefore, were ill planned; from the avarice of | 


1 7 contractors, the fleets were ill and ſparingly victualled; from 
5 1 05 8 judgment in the Lord High Admiral, they were 
Voorſe officered, and the commanders ſo ill ſuited to each 


other in their diſpoſitions, that the ſervice frequently ſuffered 
from their quarrels, and want of agreement. The taking of 
Gibraltar, the ſubjection of Majorca and Ivica to the domi- 


nion of the Arch-Duke, the tranſporting troops to Spain, the 

reduction of Barcelona, the raiſing that ſiege, and the con- 

| ducting Prince Charles with great pomp to Portugal, were : 
all the mighty exploits, my friend, performed by the fleet in 
the laſt four years of the war. But if we made ſmall pro- 
greſs at ſea, it muſt be owned, we figured away on the land: 
the whole ſtrength of the war lay on the fide of England ; 
we ſubſiſted thoſe who would not fight their own battles 
without pay; we ſupported armies in Portugal, in Italy, 
- a Spain, in Germany, and in Flanders; we had at one time 

- 1 near ſixty thouſand men in the field; we had the high honor 
5 5 . | of Bing on the principles of en, and, whilſt we 
were 


e to the 2 Tine. : 


were gaining and conferring duni on \privicss, of modeſtly 1 lara 11. 7 


contenting ourſelves, for the expence of. above cho mil- 


lions of ſpecie, beſides damage in trade, with bonfires, te e 


deums, ſhoutings, and other ſimilar tokens of triumph and 


ſucceſs. 


Wurrsr the two houſes of parliament were. almoſt unani- 


1 mous in the laviſh grants they made to the crown, for the | 


purpoſe of ſettling the affairs of Europe, the ſpirit of party 
exerciſed itſelf o on the ſubject of religious toleration. 1 
Tur Arict u union FREY in the * of Charles the F u, 
between the partizans for tyranny in the church, and the par- 
t tizans for tyranny in the ſtate, continued through the reigns of 


his ſeveral ſucceſſors to the preſent times: this union conſe- 
quently formed a ſimilar attachment between the diſſenters and 


the party who pretended to oppoſe the tories on the princi ples 
of liberty; and as religion is the ſubject the moſt proper to 
rouſe the fiery zeal of the populace, each party, when i in 
diſgrace with the ſovereign , availed themſelves of chis Cir- 


cumſtance, to raiſe the clamors of the multitude againſt the | 
adminiſtration: : the. cry. that the church was in dan ger always ; 


ſignified the power.c of the whigs; ; and, on the contrary, when 


the tories were in office, the proteſtant religion , and the bleſ- 


ſed fruits of the revolution, on the point of being loſt, by 


attempts 
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The mi of Engl, 


urged in the two houſes, and repeated by every — 


ho had _ . the ſide of enn i 
| ment. 


Donixe the firſt fins years of F Queen Anne's reign, . 


attempts were made to bring in a bill againſt the occaſional 


conformity of the diffenters, for the purpoſe of enjoying of- 
fices in the ſtate: it ſeveral times paſſed the Commons with 
little oppoſition, but was always rejected by the upper houſe, 


where the whig intereſt at this time prevailed nor was re- 


ligious toleration the only object of 3 between the two 
ſubordinate n of the man. i 


Pixx inhabitants of 42 borough vr Ayleſbury Wen 
their actions againſt White, the mayor of the corporation, for 
having refuſed to receive their votes in the election of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament: the commons ordered theſe men 
to be committed to Newgate, for a breach of privilege ; the 
priſoners brought their habeas corpus into the Queen' s-bench: 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt declared it as his opinion, that 


neither houſe of parliament, nor both jointly, without the 


concurrence of the ſovereign, had any power or right to diſ- 
poſe of the liberty and property of the ſubject: the Chief 


-Juſtice might have carried his argument farther, and declared, 


that 


that | t all the combined a ers of 8 ernment! | . a right Irre nl. 
to act in oppoſition to the onſtit . 
je er, his opinion was oppoſed thren on the 
7 begeht the priſoners were reman FEY OPEY 9s . and the m- > 
mons, not content with their inyidious exertion 
in the firſt inſtance, on two of the priſoners etitioning . 
a writ of error to bring the matter before the Lords, ad. 
5 dreſſed the Queen not to grant the writ; voted, that all thoſe 
who were either concerned in managing the writs of habeas 1 
Corpus, or in procuring the writ'of error, | | 
che public peace, and enemies of the privileges of the Com. 
mons of England; ordered the four counſellors, who had 
pleaded for the men of Ayleſbury at the bar of the Queen's- | 
bench, to be taken into cuſtody; and ſent their ſerjeant ae 
arms at midnight, with every circumſtance. of ſcueri 1 0 
terror, to remove the priſoners from Newgate. | 
HESE exertions of power, even when the Commons de- 
fended the liberties of the people againſt the encroachments 
| beſt, .regarited as neceſſary evils; but as this -once- 
y no longer acted us | | ; 
liberty and property, and began to be co 
ing men as a very oppreſſive and expenſive part of the gov 
ment, theſe exertions were more generally abhorred than the „„ 
Vos. I. . moſ . 
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The Hiſtory of England, from the 


moſt unwarrantable iretabies of prerogative: and. the reaſon © 
is plain. W Whilſt the repreſentatives of the people act on the 


principles of. conſtitutional equity, the people have a legal re- 


ſource againſt all abuſes in the adminiſtration of the go- 


vernment; but when the government is corrupt, and tainted 


in its popular part, the people have no remedy but an appeal 


5 by the ſword, or a recourſe to the dan gerous welter which 


the prerogative affords. 1 


Tux Lords, out of a ſpirit of oppoſition to the Commons, 


at this time took the part of the people; and in their pro- 


ceedings on a petition from the injured parties, came to the 
following reſolutions : 8; | 


ae * : a 


Firſt, That neither houſe of parliament have any power to 


create new privileges inconſiſtent with the known laws and 


cuſtoms of parliament: 


- * 
* a 2 


Secondly, Every ſubject of England who thinks himſelf 


| Injured, has a right to ſeek redreſs by an action at law; and 
that the houſe of Commons, in committing the men of 


Ayleſbury, have encroached on the conſtitution of the kin g- 


dom, by pretending to give to their own declarations the 
force of an eſtabliſhed law: 


Thirdly, 


- 


C 


Revolution to the preſnt Ti ime. 


Thirdly, That every Engliſhman Who is im peine by" Leven Nr. 


any authority whatſocyer, has a right to apply for, and to 
obtain his habeas corpus; and that the Commons, in en- 


croaching by their animadverſions « on this undoubted right, 
have made a Nen in the ſtatutes e for the vated 


of the e 


IN conſequence of theſe carbioGods; the Lords granted two = 


Z writs of habeas corpus; , returnable- before the Lord Keeper, 
in behalf of two of the couneil for the men of ee 


Tur Lords“ reſolutions were followed ih counter reſo- 
| lations by the Commons ; and theſe counter reſolutions with 


commands to the ſerjeant at arms to make no return, or 5 
yield any obedience to the writs; and at the ſame time, the 

Lord Keeper was acquainted, that the writs ſhould be ſuper- 

ceded, as contrary to law, and to the ene of the Com- 


mons of Backen. 


005 che W os. of the es this upper houſe 


7 demanded a free conference ; ; the conference proved ineffec- 
tual; the Lords ſolicited the Queen to give orders for the 


immediate iſſuing of the writs; but the Queen thought it 
more expedient to put an end to "8 diſpute by an immediate 


| prorogation. FL 
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n „ er ee 


titztde proſecutor, | The Commons, already exaſperated againſt | 
3 "Ws Lords for flinging out the bill againſt occaſional confor- 


» ff 
: * 


5 : mity, and for their oppoſition on other matters of party, 
We, were grown enraged with this interference in matters of elec- 
. recommended unanimity as neceſſary 

„„ the ſucceſs of the nation abroad, and their ſafety and hap- 


1 
VC of their body to wait on him with 
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conſidering 
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| | ö in cleari1 „ 
cumbranee the lieu enancy 
rofits of the manor and hund Wo 
eady given away for two „ 
wajs immed complied with; a bill was 
the purport of her meſſage; and it paſſed both ithout 1 
; oppoſition. = SHIT i + e 1 
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body 


— 


of the clergy in general; and as it was given out of the 


IRST fruits, and 


vices, and then addreſſed her Majeſty to find means to pe. 
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Lerres In. for which ty were raiſed ſubſiſts no more : 40 this bechbe 
— i ſtanding branch of the papal N till Henry the Eighth 
ſeemed reſolved to take it away; it was firſt aboliſhed for a 

year, probably to draw in the clergy to' conſent the more 

willingly to a change ; ; but i in the ſucceedin 8 ſeſſion of par- 
liament, this revenue was again ſettled as part of the income 
of the crown for ever: it is true, it was the more eafily 
borne, becauſe the rates were ſtill at their old value, which 

E „„ in ſome places was not the tenth, and in ſome places not 

| . Ho 5 SE above the fifth of the true value; but the clergy had been 

3 | - often threatened with a new valuation, in which the rates 


3 5 2 en 


were to be rigorouſly ſet to their full extent. 


Tur tenths, continued the ſame writer, amounted to about 
eleven thouſand a year, and the firſt fruits, which were more 
ES caſual, roſe one year with another to five thouſand pounds ; 
ſo the whole amounted to between ſixteen and ſeventeen 
thouſand pounds a year : this was not brought into the trea- ; 
ſury, as the other branches of the revenue ; ; but the biſhops, 
who had been the Pope's collectors, were now the King's; 
ſo perſons i in favor obtained aſſignations of it for life, or for 
A term of years : this had not been applied to any good uſe, : 
but was ſtill obtained by favorites, for themſelves and their 
friends; and, in Kin g Charles the Second's time, it went 
e Ar, among his women and his natural children. On this 
p 2 


. Redl to the preſet. Tin ime. 


that it ſeemed ſtrange, while the clergy had much credit at 
court, they had never repreſented this as facrilege, unleſs it 
was applied to ſome religious purpoſe; and that during Arch- 
biſhop's Laud's favor with King Charles the Firſt, or at the 


reſtoration of King Charles the Second, no endeavors had 


been uſed to appropriate this to better uſes. 


Taz good Biſhop, who, it ſeems „ was the perſon who ad- 
viſed the Queen in this buſineſs, proceeds in making ſeveral 


apt reflections on the reaſonableneſs of providin 8 better 


ſubſiſtance for the poor clergy, who, in ſome hundreds of 


cures, had not twenty pounds a year; and alſo on the ſcandal 


of not making ſome proviſion at the Reſtoration, when the 
fines amounted to much above a million; and tells us, that 


he ſhould have obtained a relief to the clergy in the late 


King's time, but the Earl of Sunderland had procured an aſ- | 


fi gation upon two dioceſes for two thouſand a year for two 
lives; ſo nothing was to be hoped for after that.—But to go 


on with my . . 


In the year 1704, the Queen ſent a meſſage to the houſe | 
of Commons, ſignifying her purpoſe to apply that branch of 
the revenue, which was raiſed out of the firſt-fruits and 
tenths paid * the clergy to the increaſe of all the ſmall be- 


; e e nefices 


"35 


piece of biſtory; Burnet makes the following g obſervation: : ar TER III. 


1 0 5 Loreen m ee in ith nation: * Commons: received the wats 
=. with great marks of approbation ; ſeveral of the whig party, 
and, in particular, Sir John Holland and Sir Joſeph Jekyl, 

HD; moved that the clergy might be entirely freed from the tax, 
8 | 4 — 5 jünnce they bore an equal ſhare of other taxes; and that another 
. und might be raiſed, of the ase wulae, for the augmenta- 
A tion of ſmall livings. This generous propoſal vas oppoſed | 
| by Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave, and other tories, on the pre- 
' tence that the clergy ought to be kept on a dependance on 
the crown ; however, a bill was brought in, enabling her 
Majeſty to alienate that branch of the revenue, which aroſe 
5 5 6 | from firſt-fryits and tenths, and to create a corporation by 
charter to apply it to the uſe of the fore-mentioned augmen- 
uon; and to this they added a repeal of the ſtatute of Mort- 
EE. * main, ſo far as to leave it free to all men, either by deed, or 
pp 5 by their laſt will, give what de thought i omds . 
A . nm. 


Ik,s oben the Queen, from her firſt acceſſion, had ſhewn 
5 „ # 2 great partiality to thoſe who were called of the high church 
party; yet the clergy in general, and the moſt captious of 
the tory party, were much diſſatisfied with the for not 
hag ol thong —— the bill againſt 
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_ which had begun ii in the ll reign, concerning . manner VV 
of ſynodical proceedings, and the right of the lower houſe . Rp 1 
to hold intermediate aſſemblies.” The b. 


and as the lower houſe was ſuppoſed to be more on 71 +5, 
thodox in their civil and religious principles, they were en- T 


, Ty 
4 
" 


ed by the houſe of Commons, who paſſed a „ 
they would on all occaſions afſert the Juſt rights and privi- 5 . 5 3 


* 


leges of the lower houſe of convocation: this encouragement „ 2 — 


increaſed 


arty diſp ; hence aroſe the diſtinctions of hig 0 
church and low; the flame was ſpread from England to Ire= 5 „„ f "4 | 
land by the Earl of Rocheſter, during the time of his go e 


vernment of that kingdom in the character of Lord Lieu- 


tenant. As this nobleman eſpouſed high principles in the 8 


higheſt degree, he was looked up to as one of the protectors „„ ij 


.of the church 3 and as the Earl of Godolphin, Lord Trea- „„ „ "4 


ſurer, was one of the Peers who voted againſt the bill to pre- 5 . 2 1 I 


vent/occaſional conformity, the Earl of Rocheſter was ſet up ” 4 35,1 
the party as the moſt proper perſon to be mids inthe. 
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misfortune to fall into diſgrace with the high church party, e 


* 


Vol. ee 3 bh 3 * 


n 
1 


* 
- 
* 
« P * 4 
* 4+ 0 
6 
%* 3 
* 
x 
* £ 
* 2 
4 - 
* 4 / 
* 
4 
* 
: 
<- 8 a ; 
$ 
- 
„ # 
. 1 +. 
E - 
# & 
* 
5 . : 
+ | 
. 
. 


- 


with the exiled family; and it was the 


pits rang with abuſive harangues againſt the whole 
ters of all da and the tage of the. 


ting the whigs into power, the ſupplies which 
ſides the ordinary revenue and the payment of intereſt 
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| ” 


for debts, ' 
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The Hi 2 of 2 from the 


LerTzs ur. addreſs, to demand from the Queen that the Princeſs Sophia 
ſhould be invited into the kin gdom as the next heir of the 
crown; and inconſiſtent as ſuch a meaſure was to the private. 
principles of the party, and to their public conduct, for they 
had rejected the ſame propoſal when offered by the Whigs, 
the Lord Haverſham was not aſhamed to be the mouth of 
the party : he began with inveighing againſt the conduct of | 
the allies in the laſt campaign ; by implication he blamed 
the favorite ; and concluded ' his ſpeech with a motion that 

2 her Majeſty ſhould be addfefſed to invite the preſumptive 
heir, moaning: to the act of ſettlement, into eee | 
Loop Haverſham was ſupported in his motion, with great 
warmth, by the Duke of Buckin gham, and the Earls of Not- 


$ d | . „ tingham and Rocheſter, who, among other arguments, urged 
3 3 - 4 the danger of the Pretender s being in England, on the event 
1 . of a ſucceſſion, before the legal ſucceſſor could have time to 


arrive. In the courſe af the debate, ſome reflections were 
thrown out on purpoſe to mortify the Queen, who was pre- 
ſent, viz, that her Majeſty might reign ſo long as to be in a 
8 : ſtate of childhood; and in ſuch a caſe, the affairs of the- 
A | 1 „ e . ſuffer for want of an able director. 


Tux whigs, who never were behind the tories in ating a 
Aan Port accordin 8 to their different ſituation, to pre- 
A e eee ſerve 


- Revolution to" the profent .. Wi , g 
ſerve their intereſt with the Queen, oppoſed the favorite mea- Lerres III. „ 
ſure with the ſame warmth with which it was propoſed; the : g 


motion was rejected by the majority; and by the addreſs of e 
the Lord Wharton, the tories were made inſtruments to ſe . | EE 
cure the proteſtant ſucceſſion, though in a n manner 
than party pique has urged them to m_ F 
Ac CORDING to the purport of a motion made by this Peer, 
and introduced in a ſpeech, in which he indulged a vein of | 
irony. at the expence of the oppoſition, a bill was brought i m5 or gs 1 1 
for forming an eventual regency of the firſt officers of ſtate, * 1 1 
to take place upon the death of the Queen. %% gs Cho 5 — 


# 
* 


Tus the kingdom was effectually ſecured from a uſurped 5 
authority, by a continuation of legal government till the ſuc- 
ceſſor ſhould arrive. The tories, who had urged an invita- 
tion of the preſumptive. heir merely for the purpoſe of diſ- f „„ 72 
treſſing the whigs, oppoſed this bill i in every clauſe; however, „ „„ 1 5 q 
it was carried: againſt the whole force of the party; and, to | 4 
the eternal diſgrace of the whigs, by the ſame bill, which ſe- 12 
cured to the kingdom a proteſtant ſovereign, hols nere, 
limitations, which in a former bill had been made to the 175 
power of the crown, were taken away. FF 
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ſince operated to the mutual diſguſt of the two 


The Hiſtory 1f England, 


 Lerres 1. Tut Lat of the whigs did not op here: the Lord 
| Halifax having moved for day to examine into the pretended 


danger of the church, a warm debate enſued, which ended 
in a vote, that the church was in a ſafe and flouriſhing con- 


dition, and that whoever ſhould ſuggeſt that the eſtabliſhed 
church was in danger, was an enemy to the Queen, the 
church, and the 3 : with _ vote of the Peers the 


Corleone cap 


Tuovon this letter, my friend, is long, yet I cannot con- 
clude it without relating one of the moſt important tranſac- 
tions of this reign, viz. the union of the two kingdoms of 


England and Scotland; a union, which had been often at- 


tempted by the Sovereign, and as often rejected by one or 
both nations, on reaſons which, in a great meaſure, have | 


and OO PO WE in nen of the whole 


empire. 


None of the ſubjedts under the dominion of the houſe of 
Stuarts had ſuffered in ſo ſevere a manner as the Scots; and 


it was with an alacrity equal to 2 high ſcnſe of their injuries 
that they embraced the oppo 


tunity, 2 revolution in Eng- 
land afforded them, to throw off the intolerable yoke of 


ſavery, to which they * been fubjugathd on the reſto- 
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var, 4 , 


| and | Err 


7 7 5 . „ 


to ſupport the govern- „„ . 
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ment of James, no was left to prevent the Scots from | 
_ purſuing the courſe of tion, in their condud on „%%% es 
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when they met, ſoon reduced the ſmall party, which yet „ 


adhered to the intereſt of James, to o to the new . 5 


One C egg 8 
letter from this 
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and eight burgeſſes, were appointed to prepare the 
ſettlement of the kingdom: this committe, inſtead 
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government. 
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erm ui. . "wrangling « on matters © party ap e amuſing thi 
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The H; 2 if England, from the 


| ſelyes, after the manner of the En gliſh convention, in nice 
and unprofitable diſtinctions, went roundly to work, and 
agreed that James, by his miſgovernment, had forfeited his 
right to the crown: this ſtrong reſolution of the committee 
was approved by the convention, who gave orders that ano- 
ther act ſhould be prepared for raiſing William and Mary to 
the vacant throne, to conſider of the deſtination of the crown 


by 


to other heirs, and to form an inſtrument of government 
for ſecuring for the future the people againſt the grievances 


CY 


of which they had lon g complained. According to the pur- 
port of theſe reſolutions, William and Mary were proclaimed 
at Edinburgh ; the Duke of Hamilton, a near relation -of 
James, read in perſon the act of the convention: and the 
Earl of Argyle, in the name of the lords; Sir James Mont- 
gomery, for the knights and Sir John Dalrymple; for the 
bn ; were ordered to _ to London, to inveſt Wil- 
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Ir this diſpoſition in the Scots had bail | cultivated by an 
honeſt attention to their political happineſs, it would, in all 
probability, have rendered them the warmeſt frien ds to the 
new eſtabliſhment ; ; but I'am forry to have ſo often an occa- 
fon to o obſerve, that the enlargin 8 « civil liberty was not the 
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- ſented without heſitation, 
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made a general anſwer ; but when the 
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eemed incompatible wi! rin nciples 
Tx ill humor which this unjuſtifiabl 

, Was at pre 
f the dangers which e new gove 


o 
** 4 i 1 ; * > pr 
* © 


*. 2 , * 


Ive 5 


4 
=> 
> 


* 
3 


52 1 1 7 


ſ . terror ko 4 oth 


£4 „„ % Y 4 3 £3. 11 


* 4 5. 1 
TL EE LS A INT I x 
* * 


ntion into a patliament. 


ie abi 


th 


* 


* 


an addr 8 


o the 1 


and to 


Viſcount 1 
fifteen 1 undred high 


(jr et 


NY 


625 


7 


— 


42 


ine 


* 


Dundee, 


e conduct of | the 


8 > 


for converting 


4 


ernmen t, 


. ne 


$245 


* 


* 


* 
4 
— 4 


n 


1 


4 * 


1 


* 


LL 


lan 


les of kt free 


'F 
* 


- 


* 
I 
It 


4 


1 1 
l 


ers, and 


8 


Cl 


. 


rough the ; whole highlands . 5 


x4 


* = „ g Ho n m1 N Dk N R * 
EST ROOT 9 : Y N Y $9255 age nx . . ed * 1 3 
* * HC WR" ; — 3 ww. ö . 
H # 1 2 7 1 i 3 Ho + „ * WET 1 of 1 0 * * 7 * 
Fs 33 * 78 Y 5 ! ; , s 
5 * ä 1 5 5 7 1 
ol | \ 4 4 : n 4 MF, 
5 £4 ; N | 355d , 2 +" 4-0 
. i # ; : f 2 . "<9 
1 - 3 1 4 0 + 
3 8 1 vi 8 8 5 ; 
8 "ot 
= 5 
* A 5 ö 
5 
&5 - 


The ee of England, from the * 
Lavras mu, - Dover: was no ſooner ſuppreſſed, than the parliament | 
began to ſhew ſtrong ſymptoms of diſpleaſure at the meaſures 
bol the crown, and to exert the privileges which every repre- 
. ſentative of the people ought to have to redreſs the grievances 
| 5 of their conſtituents ; they paſſed. an act for the abolition of 
prelacy 8 they incapacitated obnoxious perſons from ſervin g 


the government; and they claimed the privilege, which they 0 
had exerciſed at the reſtoration of A of examinin 8 
and rejecting, or e the e 


1 wa an act of prerogative, had ——_ the lords 
of ſeſſions : the parliament paſſed an act, in which it was 
| provided. that the nomination ſhould be in the crown, and 


the approbation entirely in parliament ; and when, in oppo- | 

ſition to this juſt claim, the miniſtry adhered to the King's 
nomination, they forbad the judges to open their commiſ- 
fions, or to hold their ſeſions. 

Tur Scorch minifry, ſeveral of > wn "ay been RY) 
by their own hiſtorians as men of profligate principles, pre- 
| pared to ſupport their pretenſions by force, and drew. an un- 
uſual number of troops to Edinburgh ; but as the majority 

| were not to be intimidated, tumult and confuſion prevailed; 
the commiſſioner adjourned the aſſembly; ; the oppoſition pre- 
PO a remonſtrance, in which, with many N of 


zeal 


* 7 x e IP * * 
TS — 4 — 


ALE, © 3 Toe hr RD nee 
n 75 ** 7 Ro BY n . 
15 Pak: J RIA x . Dy 
* W * 4 * 
BX 5 5 . 1 7 7 a5 
A 4 = r * * 
4 £ tt 4 : 8 * 


| zeal for his ſervice, and Ware to bis os k the King was 
in a manner, upbraided with a breach of the conditions on 


which he had received the crown, and in which the parlia- 


ment recapitulated the ſeveral acts to which he had not given 
his aſſent, and which ſeemed to have been deſignedly de- 
feated by a long adjournment: to this remonſtrance the par- 


liament annexed the rẽaſons for adhering to their votes; and 
requeſted the Kin 18, in proſecution of his acceptance of the 5, 


claim of rights, to give his aſſent to the ſpecified acts, and 


to take ſuch meaſures as were beſt calculated for redreſling 8 
all the other grievances of the nation. | | 


- 


* 


- 


Ir the 285 of the friends to the ls =; not gone 
ſo far, as to ſettle a revenue on the King for life. before the 


redreſs of grievances, a favorable anſwer, in all probabilit ty, 
would have been given to the juſt requeſts of the Scots; but 
this was far from the caſe ; and the rage of the oppoſition 


was ſo highly augmented, by the manner in which William 
received their remonſtrance, that the Lord Melville, ap- 
pointed commiſſioner in the room of the Duke of Hamilton, 


terrified at appearances, by frequent adjournments put off 


the conſultation on national affairs, ſeven weeks after the 


parliament was gte to meet. | 
Uz | . 
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of all Parties in oppoſition to the miniſtry: the commiflioner 
was diffident of the event. He adjourned the parliament 
for ſeyen days, ; on the ex pectation of receivin g a permiſſion 
from William to a agree to ſuch laws. as mould be thought 
| neceſſary to quiet the minds of the people. In conſequence 
of this miniſter 8 repreſentation of the ſtate of affairs the 
King 8 ſupremacy over the church was reſcinded, and the 
articles which laid reſtraint on the freedom of Parliament 


repealed. 


By this well-timed condeſcenſion, the hopes of the) jaco- 
bites, who had joined with the preſbyterians, on the proſ- 


that they would unite their forces to produce another 


revolution in favor of the late King, were en tirely defeated : 
on the fear that they ſhould be proſecuted for their intrigues 
with James, they fled the parliament; the commiſſioner had 
now a clear n in ' His is rer; ad as s the  fayorits ehe 


che als. «Qs ſe without oppoſition: 1 
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That the army ſhould be continued; and a teſt eſtabliſhed %%% 
and impoſed upon all men in office, 0 on the eleQors, and OLE cod On 


elected for parliament, renouncing the pretenſions of James, | 2 


and recognizing William as the le ſovereign. VVV . 10 


8 5 er 2 
1 5 * 1 * i — * Z R ” : = 


Tuosz clans, who had armed i in the highlands on the %% oo nin 


ops of 2 gener ine, and the aſſiſtar e of a Hide VVV 

ſent by James from Ireland, being iſappointed i in theſe ex- VVJ•] 1 
pectations, on « proclamation 0 indemnity to all who ould JJ j 
take oaths to the King and ueen, they laid down their arms, 5 VVV 
and ſubmitted to the government. | 
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HE time lir 


tage of the terms of intlemnity, was on or b. F 
of December, 1 691. 1 accident, occaſioned by an ob- ER WR, : 


ſtruction in the cl, prevented % 8 


» 


from arriving at Inverary till the time was elapſed: the 15 35 


is importunities and tears, was prevai led on to re- 2 


is ſubmiſſion ; but, through party or perſonal 3 & 
a warrant of military execution | againſt him and his whole „„ e 
procured d of the nces which PS. „ 7 
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the execution of the orders aggravated the act. 
ell, of Glenlyon, ho commanded the party of King's 75 3 
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1 and kind entertainment for ſeveral days; 1 the troops 
partook of the good chear of their landlords ; ; yet, on the 


inclemency of the ſeaſon; 3 whilſt thoſe who eſcaped owed 


|: & 


| troops, 128 a relation of Macdonald's wife, was received 22 
: by the family with friendſhip and hoſpitality, and his men 


thirteenth: night from their arrival, a maſſicre began; Mac- 
5 donald, as he was riſing from his bed to receive Lieute- 
nant Lindſay, who called with a party of ſoldiers, was ſhot 


| hundred men, who had orders to occupy all- the paſſes which | | 
led from the valley of Glenco, were ſtopped on their march 
by the ſeverity of a tempeſtuous night; they entered the 


N carried away all the cattle and ſpoil, which were divided 
among the officers and ee 


5 of the an party againſt | the gorernment-s the King's 


daughter became general; near forty perſons were killed ; 
ſeveral who fled to the mountains periſhed by famine and the 


th be. Hi Hoy Fe England, hiv: the 


* 


were treated in the houſes of the tenants with free quar- 


dead with two bullets ; his wife was ſtripped naked, the 


their preſervation to the fame cauſe. | 


LizvTzxaxT-Colonel Hamilton, and a party of four | 


valley the next day ; ; they laid all the houſes in aſhes, and 


"Tu E ; ſeverity, or rather the . of this tranGdtion, 
gave general dif guſt i in Scotland, and rivetted the inveteracy 


friends 


am” 


2 to the projet Tims.” 
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16 


friends acti his Majeſty, by affirming, that his had fi Wy err ut, 


nt among other papers wit! 


hout examining 169! con⸗ 


tents, and that the officers extended their rigor beyond the 7 
letter of their orders. To make the beſt of it, negligence i is 


a very lame excuſe for a miſtake attended with con ſequences 


ſo dreadful and extenſive; beſides, the King, to guard his 
ſecretary, had ſigned the paper both above and below; and 
, the principal actors in the buſineſs were not only ſkreened 
ied and rewarded; 


ards diſting 
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from puniſhment, but afterw: 


Tur correſpondence between the jacobites of Scotland and 
| this late King was uninterrupted during the whole of Wil- 


&- 


liam's reign; ;. they made ſeveral efforts in his favor, but were 


as often foiled by the vigilance of the Scotch miniſtry, and as 
1 difap pointed of ſings 8875 was ill fortune or the 


this aſſembly. In the'year 1693, they voted that four regi- 


ments of foot, and two of dragoons, ſhould be added to the 


ſtanding forces of the kingdom; they granted a ſupply of 


one hundred and fourteen thouſand pounds ſterling g;'t hey ] 


ratified, by an act, the proceedin gs of the privy council in 


impreſſing ſeamen; they expelled all abſentees among the 
Came from their houſe; they fined ſuch Lords as 


dined 


m, the great ma- 
 Jority « of the Scotch parliament were preſbyterians; a circum- | 
| ſtance which effectually ſecured to him the compliance of 
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- Revolution 7 the profent Tim „ 


Splint conduct if the members: a vote of TD 
for the death of the Queen was iuſtüm 


paſſed; and the ne- 


extended to a general poll tax, a fix month's ceſs out of the 
land rents, and an additional exciſe. F 


Wurz the parliament of England heard of this bargain 


and fale, it produced a ferment in both houſes : on the four- 
teenth of December, 1695, the Lords ſent down to the Com- 
mons an addreſs to the King, againſt an act paſſed in the 


Scotch parliament for erecting a company trading to Africa 
and the Eaſt-Indies; ; the Commons concurred with the 


Peers; the addreſs was preſented; the King faid, he had been 
ill ſerved in Scotland, but he hoped ſome remedy might be 
found to the evils of which the two houſes ct 
this the Commons reſalred, 


That the directors of the Scottiſh company mould be im- 
peached of high crimes and miſdemeanor: | 

That a council of trade ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by act of 
Salient, for. the Preſervation of the commerce of En gland: 


That the . ſhould by nies; by parlia- 
ment, but that none of them ſhould be members of the 
houſe. > E „% 0 

Vor. I. X tp? 5 Tur 


ceſſary ſupplies were voted, though che largeneſs of the ſum. 


* 


dlance Lrrrit TI. 


ROY 


oo The Meß of England, from. the 
A m. Tur new Scotch nen n inſopeabl d e 
only raiſed a jealoufy in the Engliſh, but in the Dutch; and 
— no ſubſcriptions could be raiſed among either nation to ſup- 


ply the funds ee for the ae, 


GO | 1 W1LLIAM had not only cenſured thoſe acts relating to trade 

= 1 7 which had paſſed in the Scotch parliament, and to which be 

3 had given his concurrence, but his refident at\Hamburgh 

_ terrified the merchants of that city from performin g their 
contract for furniſhing the deputies of the company with two 

- pon thouſand One 1 8 | 


C— 


TH 


f NoTWITHSTANDING theſe Mira the Scottiſh | 


q „ „ company were determined not to give up a project, from 
* bVðõö)) wel they had promiſed themſelves the attainment of 
N EE | — wealth: as the King had refuſed the uſe of two ſmall fri- 
. gates which lay unoccupied in the harbour of Burnt-Iſland, 
they reſolved to convoy their fleet, which conſiſted of a few 


tenders , with two ſhips of their own: a council of ſeven 


=_ were appointed to direct the expedition; ; and the adventurers, 
L 5 VVV through great difficulties and hardſhips, for the want of ne- 
3 "I . . proviſion for ſo long a voyage, on the fourth of No- 
= PEE vember 1 699, landed at the deſtined port. They had treated 
| ion to ettle on the coaſt of 


Darien, 


with hs natives for a pe 


. 


I Time.” 


Darien, but found it dreads to effect an eſtabliſimeat; leres m. 


for William, who Was now much ſet againſt the project, on 


5 account, as it is ſuppoſed, of the oppoſition . given by the 


Dutch, ſent orders to the governors of the colonies to iſſue 1 5 


; proclamations, forbidding his ſubj ets in America to give 
aſſiſtance to the adventurers: the prohibition was rigidly 


obeyed ; and, to complete the overthrow of the company, 
the new colony was attacked by the Spaniards, and the greater 


part carried priſoners into Carthagena. 


 Tuvs this great deſign, from which the Scots, as Burnet 
obſerves, promiſed themſelves mountains of gold, fell to the 
ground ; but not before the nation had expended near two 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. The loſs of this real, as 


well as the imaginary treaſure the Scots had promiſed them- | 


80 ſelves from the Darien ſettlement, put the whole nation into 

a temporary fury: the King had ſuffered the parliament, and 

had authoriſed his commiſſioner to offer a law for a habeas 
corpus, with a greater freedom in trade, provided they would 

be pacified on the ſubject of the Darien ſettlement; but find- 

ing they were determined to make it a national concern, the 
ſelſion was for ſome time diſcontinued, 


The ferment which this wine oceaoned continued PR 
ring the whole reign of William ; nor did the ſubmiſſion of 
1 2 c parliament, 


x56. 


rr III. parlian 


The Hit of Baylond, fon the 


me int though ſoothed to- complianee by 4 condeſoend- 
ing letter from the King, in which he promiſed to give his 


aſſent to all acts for the better eſtabliſhing the government of 


the church, the ſecurity of perſonal liberty, and, more eſpe· 


| cially, for repairing the loſſes, and promoting the intereſt 
of the African and Indian companies, appeaſe, in any degree, 
the general ill humor which poſſeſſed all parties * the 
whole remainder of the” gs of William. 


Tur news of his death ſpread a ire joy through all 


Scotland; and the acceſſion of a Princeſs, deſcended from 


the line of Scottiſh kings, was celebrated as a national bleſ- 


ing; but the tranſports, which this event occaſioned, imme- 


diately ſubſided, and were ſucceeded by oppoſite ſentiments, 


on the Queen's refuſing to diflolve the convention parliament, 
which had fat full thirteen years, and which the people had 


reaſon to believe had in ſeveral inſtances betrayed the inte- 
reſts of their conſtituents, for the lucre of . | : 


| Warn the parliament met, on the ninth of June, 1702, 
previous to the reading her Majeſty's commiſſion, the Duke 
of Hamilton proteſted againſt the legality of the meeting; 


and after offering his reaſons in a ſhort ſpeech, left the 


houſe : eighty members followed his example; ; the remain- 


ing aſſembly proceeded. to buſineſs ; ; the Queen's commiſſion 


was 


# 


Revolution fo. the r Fine... 


uin 


was read; the uſual committee appointed: and an nat paſſed, LsTTen ny, 


declaring the parliament a legal parliament, and diſcharging 
all perſons from diſowning its authority, under the N of 
treaſon. - 


Tux parliament, from being unpopular, were become odi- 


ous; the populace were outrageous; but their clamor, as. 
uſual, ended only in noiſe; the Queen ſignified her intention 


| to maintain, againſt all oppoſers, the dignity and authority; 


of the parliament as a legal one; and this aſſembly, i in return, 
recogniſed the Queen's title to the crown. They then pro- 
ceeded to ratify all the acts made in favor of the Preſbyterian. 
government; they expelled Sir Alexander Bruce, for hinting 


that ſome of theſe acts might be found inconſiſtent with mo- 


narchy ; they reprimanded the faculty of advocates, for decla- 


ring that the proteſt and conduct of the ſeceded members were. 
founded on the laws of the kingdom; they granted a tax ſuf- 
ficient to maintain the forces then in Scotland for two years; 


and, in com pliance with a recommendation given in a letter 


from the Queen, they paſſed an act for enabling her Majeſty to 
i appoint commiſſioners for an union between the two kin rant 


In the midſt of this 8 and zeal for the e of ; 


* court, the Earl of Marchmont, chancellor of the king- 
dam, made a motion for the ſettlement of the crown. in the: 


proteſtant 


1 


"5 Ow 1 Hitory of Englnd, from th 


arri 10, - proteſtant line, and for abjuring the e Printe 6f ep 
Wales: to the aſtoniſhment of all thoſe who were not in 
the ſecret, the Duke of Queenſbury, the Queen s comm iſ- 
ſioner, laid his commands on the chancellor not to pro- 
ceed ; but the chancellor was obſtinate, and the motion was 
*. 


Accokx Dix to the beſt accounts which can be gathered, 
| my friend, of Queen Anne's temper and inclinations, the was 
averſe to the excluſion of her own family from the throne of 
England: ſhe had, according to a late author, correſponded 
with her father after his abdication, and given him ſtrong 
aſſurances to do every thing in her power to reſtore the ſuc- 
ceeſſion to the ancient channel. According to the ſame au- 
thor, her chief miniſter Godolphin, and her favorite the 
Duke of Marlborough, had added ſolemn oaths to their pro- 
miſes to ſupport the intereſt of King James, and his fon; 
and had renewed theſe promiſes, and theſe oaths, even ſince 
the acceſſion of the reigning Queen; an event, which had 
thrown the power of the two kingdoms into their hands. It 
18 certain, accordin g to this author, that the expectation that 
power, on the death of the Queen, was to revert to the he- 
. reditary line, was the principle on which was founded the 
; loyalty of the jacobites : and thus, by keeping the ſucceſſion 


_ in Scotland, the Qi retained a ſtrong check on the 
whigs, 


Revolution to the preſent Tine. 


Whigs, and on the ambition of the family of Hanover, whoſe 
intrigues, both in England and Scotland, the had ome: reaſon | 


— 


to . „ e „„ 


1 Tur e, Marchmont's motion threw the miniſtry into 


ſuch confulion, that the commiſſioners adjourned the parlia- 


ment; and the Queen, fearing that the preſbyterian party in 
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— 


Scotland would renew the attempt of eſtabliſhing the ſucceſ- I, 


ſion, diflolved the parliament; removed the old miniſtry, who 

were conſidered in the light of whigs ; and put the manage 
ment of the Scotch affairs, as ſhe had  previoully « done 9 
Engliſh, entirely into the bande of the tories. 


'T HE ; prej indices of the people, which ran very ve againſt 
the laſt parliament, united to the influence and weight of 


government, together with a proclamation of indemnity, pro- 
duced a majority of mem bers, whoſe views were entirely op- 

: polite to their predeceſſors, and who in a manner united to 
oppoſe the bill of abjuration, the ſucceſſion of the family of 
Hanover, and the union of the two kingdoms. 


Tur jacobites, whoſe 8 aim was to produce a a revo 
lution in favor of the exiled family, were led by the Earl of 
Home, a nobleman of great repute with the party, from his. 
uniform attachment to the fame intereſt; whilſt thoſe, who 


called. 


* 4 


160 


. E. ary of Pogland, Jrom * 


Lara m. called ebetifitves patriots, and who affected the infiſting, on : 


the redreſs of the grievances the nation had laboured under 
in the preceding reign, put themſelves under the direction of 


the Duke of Hamil ton, who had gained much popularity by 


his ſeceſſion in the preceding year; who was truſted by the 


exiled family with the management of their intereſt in this 
parliament; ; and whoſe attachment was ſincere, thou gh his 
ſervices had often been diverted by the princi ple of caution , 


or views of 1 ara ambition . 


Tux preſbyterians and revolutioners were headed by the 
Duke of Argyle and the Earl of Marchmont; each party pro- 


feſſed the moſt devoted attachment to the Queen; and the 
ſeſſion opened May, 1703, with ſymptoms highly favorable 


to the views of the miniſtry, and the e of 0 adopted 


by the court. 


On the firſt meeting of parliament, the Duke of Hamilton 


"Td to the houſe the draught of a bill for recogniſing 


and aſſerting the authority of her Majeſty, and her undoubted 


right and title to the crown of Scotland. The Duke of Ha- 
milton's propoſal met with no oppoſition ; the Queen' s advo- 
| cate offered an additional clauſe, denouncing the penalties of 
high treaſon againſt any perſon who ſhould diſpute her Ma- 
: Jelly 8 right or title t to the « crown, or her exerciſe of the go- 
vernment, 


| Revolution 0 1 v nt Cline... 
vernment, FRY her: actual aneh to the ame. This propo- 


al, my friend, of the Queen's advocate, was to ſkreen. the 


d miniſtry from the future , animadverſions of parliament; 


* a | * + 
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7 the propoſal was aſſented to, after. a Warm debate, but not * 


without.an expreſs declaration, that the clauſe ſhould. not ex- 
tend to juſtify the tranſactions in : the late e ſhould 


_ be hereafter: ee e 1 Lits 


Tux Earl of Hime to „Wer mY loyalty: of the jacobites 


to the perſon of Queen Anne, produced the draught of a 


bill for a ſupply; but the Marquis of Tweedale made an 


overture, that, before all other buſineſß, the parliament would 


proceed to make ſuch: conditions of government, and regula- 


tions in the conſtitution, of the kingdom, to take place after 


the deceaſe of her Majeſty and the heirs of her body, as 
ſhould be necoeſſary for the preſervation of their religion 


and liberty. From this period, all appearance of harmony, 
and united concurrence. with the meaſures of adminiſtration, 


ceaſed, and was ſucceeded by warm and violent debates. The 


Duke of Queenſbury, the Queen's commiſſioner, deſired, with 


much earneſtneſs, that the act for the ſupply might be road ; 
and promiſed, that the parliament ſhould have full. time, af- 


terwards to deliberate on other ſubjects. This ſtale device did 


not ſucceed; the Marquis of Tweedale inſiſted on his over- 


ture, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that the houſe came to a reſolu- 


Vor. I. 3 Y EL LF tion, 


ny een ee | 5 
„ ; o 


5 . „ 


#62, | The Hifory of England, from the 


rens n. tion, to proceed with ſuch acts as might be ey for ſes- 
curin 8 the religion, liberty, and trade of the nation, before 
any bill for ſupply, or other buſineſs, ſhould be diſcuſſed. 
In conſequence of this reſolution, the Marquis of Athol of- 
fered an act for the ſecurity of the kingdom, in caſe of her | 
Majeſty's deceaſe; the Duke of Argyle another, for ratifyin g 
the revolution, and all the acts following thereupon; Fletcher 
of Saltoun, a man of a maſculine and well-cultivated under- 
ſtanding, of a fine genius, and whoſe public conduẽt was go- 
verned by principles highly independent and diſintereſted, 
. 1 produced a third, for limiting the ſucceſſion after the death 
: -— of her Majeſty, and the heirs of her body; a fourth, import- 
ing, that after her Majeſty's death, and failing heirs of her 
body, no perſon coming to the crown of Scotland, being at | 
the ſame time ſovereign of England, ſhould, as lovereign of 
Scotland, have power to make peace or war without the con- 
ſent of parliament, was recommended by the Earl of Rothes; 
4 EL a fifth, for ſecuring the true proteſtant religion, and preſby- 
terian government, by the Earl of Marchmont; a fixth, al- 


lowing the importation of wines, and other foreign liquors, | 
by Sir Patrick Johnſon; ; and a ſeventh, for a toleration to all 
proteſtants in the exerciſe of n ous worſhip, by the Earl 

of Strathmore. 188 | 


„ _ _ AGAINST 


TOR Revolution to the preſent. Time. * 


Ac AINST. WY act, propoſed by the Earl * Strathmare, Larras III. 


the general aſſembly preſented a warm remonſtrance; but the 
commiſſioner, alarmed at the progreſs made by the anti- revo- 

lutioners, joined his intereſt to the Duke of Argyle 8 party, 
: and. procured. the aflent of Parliatbut to an act for preſerving 


"the true reformed proteſtant religion, and confirming: re ytor 


rian church government; and another for ratifying and perbe⸗ 
tuating the firſt act of King William, and ſor declaring it high. 


treaſon to diſown the authority of that parliament, or to alter 


or innovate the claim of right, or any article thereof ; this 


laſt clauſe was fo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, that the bill paſſed | 
with great difficulty ; ; and the anti-revolutioners 6 who; had 
kept a ſtrict correſ pondence with the Duke of Queenſbury, 
. were ſo exaſperated at what they conſtrued treachery, that 
they ſeparated themſelves from the court, and united their 
Intereſt to limit prerogatives, which had ſeldom, been exer- 
ciſed but to the miſery of individuals „ and the diſadvantage 
M6 the kin gdom. 


{ 


with carneſtneſs and animoſity, and which accordingly pro- 


duced much violent altercation, the famous act of ſecurity 
was carried by the different FR , who ſled them u 
| patriots. | 


AFTER a variety of debates, in which all parties entered 


ns Mo . Mir of bis fm the 
Lim m In this 40 it was ſtipulated, that, on the twentieth day 
after the Queen's deceaſe, the eſtates of parliament ſhould 
meet; and that, in the intermediate time, the executive go- 
vernment ſhould devolve on ſuch members of the houſe as 
| ſhould happen to be in Edinburgh; that no Englihman, or 
igner, enjoying a title in Scotland, and not poſſeſſed of 
uſand pounds ſterling of yearly rent in that lagian, : 
ſhould be capable of either ſitting or voting in the parliament 
to be convened : in terms of the act it was provided, that no 
| papiſt ſhould be a member; it was provided, that the nomi- 
nation of the ſucceſſor ſhould be left to the eſtates of parlia- 
ment, who ſhould aſſemble after the Queen's death, but that 
che ſucceſſor to be thus nominated ſhould not be the ſucceſſor 
to the crown of En gland, unleſs ſuch conditions of govern- 
ment ſhould be ſettled in the ſame ſeflions of parliament as 
ſhould ſecure the honor of the kingdom, the independence 
of the crown, the freedom , frequency, and power of parlia- 
ments, and the religion, liberty, and trade of the Scottiſh 


nation, from og or foreign influence. 


+ ; f . . 
FR. 223 


TowaRrD the end of the ſeſſion, the Earl of Marchmont, 
1 | whoſe zeal was of too warm a nature to be cooled by appear- 
. 5 ances, preſented an act to the houſe Woe n the ocean 
7 5 on the family of Hanover. | 


As 


e houſe; 
e overta re 
ſhould be publicly. hurgts | not a few. were for calling t 

Chancellor to the bar, ſeveral propoſed. to fend him pri- 
ſoner to the caſtle of Edinburgh; the overture was rejected 
without a vote; and to place a mark of indignation on the 
act, it was carried by a majority of fifty-ſeven, that i its me- 


. mory ſhould be expunged. from the j Journal, 8 of the houſe. 


fa > 


Wr1Ls the houſe were employed on the act of ſecurity, 
6 laws with regard. to commerce, and one to encourage 
the African and Indian companies, pa 


* 


commiſſioner was preſſed on the ſupject of the 
acquainted the houſe, that he Was fi ully ae ee to give 
for 


the royal aſſent to every act, excepting. that called an 


the ſecurity of the kingdom. 5 


- LS. | 


was too much in earneſt in regard to the bi 


e a refuſal with patience; bee 
vectiyes were flung out a 


t ſenſe of berru 


166 0 LE. 25. 1 r 5 Eule from the 


BOY 


Libram m. overture for r ſubſidy, or overture for liberty; and ih the courſe 
of the debate, the Earl of Roxburgh declared, that if there 
was no other way of ſupporting the natural and undeniable i 
privilege of parliament, the friends of their country were de- 
termined to demand Je with their ſwords i in n their ne. 5 


27 
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Tux commiſſioner, foreſeeing that the fpirit within doors 

: would be ſeconded by tumults without, had ordered the foot 
guards to be in readineſs, and had placed a ſtrong guard on 

the eaſtern gate of the city; however, the increaſing warmth 

of the oppoſition, abetted by the fury of the populace, filled 
him with apprehenſions for the ſafety of his perſon; and 
having promiſed that the overtures for liberty ſhould be the 
firſt buſineſs of the next ſeſſions, and having touched the 
bills which were ready with the py; he ame pro- 

rü the parliament. 5 


Tux Duke of Queenſbury, either dreading the reſentment 

of the cavaliers, or with deſi gn to weaken the oppoſition by 
decreaſing the influence of their leaders, entered into a cabal 

- with Simon Fraffier, an outlaw, to trepan his enemies into 
a criminal correſpondence with the court of St. Germains ; 

| Fraſſier s defign was ſuſpected before the intrigue was ſufh- 
| " ciently advanced to anſwer the purpoſe of the commiſſioner; 
however, the rumor of a Scotch plot made a great noiſe in 


England 3 


| Revolution ts the profit, Time... Ma HEN 5 . EL 


England ; it was. FOTO up with, eagerneſs by the houſe ot Lyvras un 
Lords, and increaſed the reſentment of the prevalent party : 
in Scotland to a height which rendered it neceſſary for the | 
Queen to appoint another commiſſioner, the Marquis of 115 

| Tweedale, to tranſact her buſineſs in the next nnen of | 5 
reimen which | met on the fixth of , 1703. 

70 n the. eee, wind, his he Pays of the | 
leaders in oppoſition, titles were conferred, and the order 
of the Thiſtle revived ;. however, the policy did not at this 
time produce its uſual effect. The Duke of Hamilton, 
who, it is ſuppoſed, had a double game to play, moved that 5 
the parliament. ſhould not name. a ſucceſſor to the crown 
until the Scots ſhould hav concluded a previous treaty with 
England, in relation to commerce. and er concerns. In 
the courſe of a warm debate on the Duke of Hamilton s mo- 
tion, Fletcher of Saltoun, who perhaps, my friend, was the 
only individual in the whole aſſembly WhO acted on the gę- 
nuine principles of patriotiſm, expatiated largely and feel- 
ingly upon the hardſhips and miſeries which the Scots had 
ſuſtained ſince the union of the two crowns under ane ſove- 
reign, and the impoſſibility of bettering their condition, un- 
leſs they ſhould take care to anticipate any deſign which | 
- tended to a continuation of the ſame calamities. After Y 
great variety of motions, and as many debates, a bill of ſupply 


"conſequetice of a motion ma 


Larren nm being offered by the Lore JatticeCletk, che pat ks Melee 


to it great part of the act ef ſecurity, to Which the royal 
allent had been refuſed the laſt ſeffione; and the ſpirit of in- 
de pendence,” within and ' without dobrs, roſe at this "time 
to ſo high a pitch, that the commiſſioner, with the con- 
currence of the reſt of the miniſters, wrote a letter to the 
Queen, in which he ſtrenuouſly adviſed her Maj eſty to gra- 
tify the nation, in giving the aſſent to their favorite bill. 


1 4 
„ 


Tür Earl of "G6dolphin, who, it 4s ſuppoſed, "had? pri- 
'vately encourage 1 the maleconteints in Scotland to reject the 
propoſal for "ſettling the crown in the houſe of © Hanover, 
"fearful of driving the party into the defperate meaſure of 
" ſuppottitig the independence of Scotland by arins, perfuaded 
"the Oe to give"Her aſſent: tlie Scbteh parliament, in re- 
turn, tn, granted the ſupplies Michsüt farther Kefitation : but in 7 
e by Fletcher,) they engaged in 
debates on the ſubjeck of che conſpiracy; termed the ptoverd- 

ings of the houſe of Lords an encroachment upon the ſove- 


" reigiity and independence of the mation; and drew up an ad- 


Ateſs to "the Veen, deſiring that the evidence and papers 


re relating te the plot might” de ſüthececk tor their eximitiztion 
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babe it furniſhed the enemies ef e very copious 
matter for declaiming againſt the treachery and ill conduct 
of this miniſter; but the whigs, who were now in office, 


exerted all their influence to ſave a miniſter, by whoſe ma- 
nagement the Hanover family were in a manner excluded 


from the crown of Scotland; and the tories were become 


ſuch zealous revolutioners, as to make the proteſtant _ 
fion i in the two kin gdoms their earneſt care. But whatever 


might be the ſincere opinion, or inclinations of the different 
factions in this important point, it is certain that the whole 


nation were alarmed at the acts paſſed in the Scotch parlia- 
ment; and on the firſt meeting of the parliament of England, 
after theſe tranſactions, a bill 8 both Wen, to the fol- 
lowing purport, "DHS FEI YON BASE enen "1s 
That no Scotchman ; not reſiding in England or Ireland, 
ſhould enjoy the privileges of Engliſhmen, until an union 
ſhould be made, or the ſucceſſion ſettled as in England: 


To prohibit the bein ging in of cattle from Scotland, „and 
hs exportation of \Englith wool into Scotland: and 


. 
7 
1 


That the FAR ſhips thould ſcize fuch Scottiſh ſhips as 


they ſhould find trading with France. | 7 
- Vor. I. | —:: ͤ - 


— 


—_ 0 | The Hiſtory 7 Englond, in the 


Lerres m. Tur Queen was addreſſed to put the town of Newcale i in 
2 Fo of defence, to ſecure the port of Tinmouth, to repair 
_ Carliſle and Hull, to order the militia of the four northern 
counties to, be diſciplined and armed, and that a competent 
number of regular troops ſhould be ſtationed on the borders 
towards Scotland, and in the northern parts of Ireland. 


Tx refractory conduct of the Scotch parliament was likely 
to become a matter of a ſerious nature to the En gliſh mini- 
er, who had not foreſeen the conſequence of putting the 
adminiſtration of affairs into the hands of jacobites it was 
no neceſſary to change the meaſures which had been pur- 
ſued in the management of the affairs of that W the 
Duke of Argyle, a zealous revolutioner, was mide commil- 
ſioner; an entire new miniſtry was formed out of the leaders 
of the whig faction; and a large ſum of money iſſued out 
of oo een, to N en among the adverſe 
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” Frey THEsE manœuvres, my friend, did not fail to produce 
5 5 their uſual effects; in vain did Fletcher, of Saltoun, urge the 
neceſſity of a bill of limitations to the prerogative of the 
5 crown; in vain did he declaim on the ill conſequences which 
,, had ever attended Engliſh influence: without inſiſting on 
= -- any preliminaries, excepting the repeal of that part of the act 

3 of 


* 


Revolution to the prefnt Ti ime. | 


to a treaty with England, according to the purport of an 


act which had paſſed in the laſt ſeſſions of the Engliſh par- 
liament; and the Duke of Hamilton, to the amazement of 


his whole party, moved, that the nomination of the com- 
miſſioners ſhould be left to the Queen. 


| On the meeting of the Engliſh parliament, they not only 


=», 


reverſed that clauſe in the act which declared the Scotch 


aliens, but thoſe which were compulſatory i in relation to the 
trade and manufacturẽ Scotland. This condeſcenſion | 
opened the way for an immediate treaty. The Queen, ac- 
cording to the powers veſted in her by the parliaments of 


England and Scotland, appointed an equal number of com- 
miſſioners of both nations, to meet and treat concerning a 
union of the two kingdoms: and as a union was at this time 
very neceſſary to the intereſt of the miniſters, the commiſ- 
ſioners appointed were all men zealous in the ſervice. 


AFTER, ſome Mable on | the fide: of he Ps which 
were not complied with, by the En slim, both parties 0 
to the followin £ conditions : ; 


„ | That 


1 . 0 
of the Engliſh parliament life's declared the ſubjects of LarTaR 11. 
Scotland aliens, the houſe in general terms reſolved to agree 


and the ſame parliament: 


* 
* n 


5 T Thatall the ſubjects of itain ſhould enjoy a com- 


© - tions, with reſpect to commerce and cuſtoms: © 


with the temporary 


- 


| That the ſum of three hundred ninety-cight thouſand and 
= eighty-five pounds ten ſhillings ſhould be granted to 
Scots, as an equivalent for ſuch parts of the cuſtoms and 
ö,, | | upon that kingdom, in conſequence of the 
union, as would be applicable to the payment of the debts 


* 
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increaſe as ſhould be applicable to the payment of the debts 
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reducing the coin of Scotland to the ſtandard and value of 


— 


liſh coin; in paying 


due to the proprietors fri: „ W; 
de immediately diflolved; in diſcharging all the public debts. 
of the kingdom of Scotland ; and in promoting and encou- 

direction of 


5 — 


# 


by her Majeſty, and account- 


gh the whole united 
kingdom; but that no alteration ſhould be made in laws 


* F P a - 


which concerned private right, except for the evident utilit 


' 


ef the ſubjects within Scotland 


That the court of ſeſtion, and all other 
in Scotland, remain as then conſtituted by the laws 
of that kingdom, with the ſame authority and privileges as 


5 


E . J of England fro amn the 


. "Lerman UI. before the union; ſubject, nevertheleſs, to fuck tir 41 
as ſhould be made MY the ee of Great-Britain: | | 


| That all heritable offices, Ajerlovidie, hericble zuricdie 

| tions, offices for life, and e for life, ſhould be 
; reſerved to the owners as rights of property, in the lame 
manner as rg 1 "AY * laws of gcotland: Pa re 


That the gh and b of to 1 boroughs in 
Scotland ſhould remain entire after the union: 


That Scotland mould be repreſented in the 4 of 

Great-Britain by ſixteen peers and forty-five commoners, to 

be elected in ſuch a manner as ſhould be ſettled by the 1 
ſent parliament of Scotland: 


Ih bat all the peers of Scotland, and the ſucceſſors to their 

honors and dignities, ſhould, from and after the union, be 25 

5 peers of Great- Britain, and ſhould have rank and precedency | 
next, and immediately after the Engliſh peers of the like 
orders and degrees, who might be created after the union: 


| That they ſhould be tried as peers of Great-Britain, and 

enjoy all privileges as peers as fully as enjoyed by the peers 
of England, except the right and | privilege of fitting in the 

| houſe 


— 


„ | Revolution to the projnt Time. 1 


houſe of Lords, WP) the bebe depending le 1 and 


FRE 


particularly the right of fitting upon the trial of peers: | | 


LITE III. 


That ah; crown, ſceptre, and Geng of fate, the records 0 


of parliament, and all other records tolls, and regiſters what- 


| ſoever, ſhould ſtill remain as they were, within that _ 8 I 


the united kingdom called Scotland: 


That all laws and ſtatutes in either kingdom, ſo far as 
they might be inconſiſtent with the terms of theſe articles, 
ſhould ceaſe, and be declared void by the en parlia- 


ments of ns: two kingdoms. : 


PB: | 


Tuovon a union of the two kingdoms on theſe terms, 
my friend, opened many advantages to the Scots, from which 


they muſt ever have been excluded whilſt the different na- 


tions remained in a Rate of ſeparation, yet it met with a 
general and violent oppoſition; ; it was carried i in parliament 


by the irreſiſtable power of corruption, and occaſioned tu- 
mults and clamors which often filled the ſervants of the 
crown with apprehenſions for their lives. The Duke of 
Queenſbury expreſſed a deſire of giving up the point for a 


time, till, by management, he ſhould be able to remove dif- 


ficulties, which he proteſted ſeemed to . im inſurmountable. 


The Earl of Godolphin inſiſted on his. proceeding ; and on 


his return from accompliſhing the great work, he was met 
near 
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verse nr. near London by: adore: forty ü— and about four: hun 
5 2x, the union of the two kingdoms was entirely a whig 
UF 5 meaſure, and on deſign to fave the credit of the miniſter, it 
—_ | yas oppoſed by the tory party in both houſes of the Engliſh 
5 R parliament. In a committee of the Commons to onſider of 
„ 1 the articles of the union, and the Scotch act of ratification, 
Sir John Packer declared, it was a union carried on by 
corruption and | bribery within doors, by force and violence 
5 without ; that the promoters of it had baſely betrayed their 
truſt, in giving up their independent conſtitution ; and he 
would leave it to the judgment of the houſe to conſider, 


| whether or no men of ſuch principles were fit to be admitted 

a 7 into the Engliſh houſe of Commons ? Several arguments, of 
no great weight, by efpetting the different forms of church 
government in the two kingdoms, were urged on the occa- 

ſion, but without effect; ſeveral of the moſt virulent of the 
= ; tory party left the houſe, and then all the articles were exa- 
b JJ mined and approved wiiheus further ene, 


a. og In the houſe of Lords, ſeveral warm ſpeeches were made, 
5 „ and plauſible arguments urged, againſt a meaſure adopted 
—_— | with precipitation by the miniſtry, and carried through the 
; ; 55 5 lower houſe, dy the whig n. with a vehemence which | 
| e "allowed 
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vx already informed you that os ech from A 
on and habit, had been awed into | 
dience, as to act in every particular ad to the TAY FLY 
ment, the. intereſt, and the inclination of the Ducheſs of | 
; but 8 moſt duRtile e mind, when e 5 2 1 


o 


Ws 


| were the Familiarity with which mT : 1246 
ſuffered her favorite to treat her, was exceſſively fond of the 5 | 
4d apt to be highly diſguſted at thi ; e 

on of any little ceremony ually paid to princes. Un- : 
happily for the Ducheſs of Marlborough, her haughty te _ 1 
per was little ſuited to this humor i in her miſtreſs ; ſhe cou | Ro 
not ſtoop to compliment the woman ſhe alitivats %%% i 1 5 
and her fiery, imperious temper often urged her to contra- „„ 
die the Queen, with a warmth and rudeneſs which mig | : | 


with propriety] have. been reſented by : a compe 1 ; i 
diſguſts, became to regret her ſervitude, and Aj di . that 


tion inferior to her own. 


regret to her watchful attendants, the was ſoon taught to . 

conſider it as an intolerable indignity. In vain hat the Du- To. 

cheſs barred every avenue to the royal preſence; in vain had _ . 7 | 
; og Wd cos, Wilkes 3: e e 


2% The Ag of Englond, frat the 


1rris IV. ſhe ſurrounded the throne with her creatures and dependents: 5 
theſe very dependents ſeized every opportunity, which her 
violent temper and uncourtly manner gave them, to ſupplant = 
her in the affections of the Queen; and ſhe at length expe- 


rienced, that a paſſion for power is common in all characters, 


_—_ „ chat love itſelf is not ſo ſtrong an Incentive to breach of 
. truſt as ambition. | 


Wars r the Ducheſs of Marlborough, in full aſſurance 
: EE „5500 of the entire poſſeſſion of the Queen's favor, continued a con- 
Pa duct little calculated either to recover, or even to preſerve | 
ber miſtreſs's affections, Mrs. Maſham, a diſtant relation of 
; the Ducheſs of Marlborough, whom ſhe had placed about 
95 the perſon of her miſtreſs in the office of woman of the bed- 


chamber, was every day undermining | her benefactreſs in the 7 


favor of the fovereign. ; 


Hp the Queen been kept under leſs reſtraint, perhaps 
+ En ws Mrs . Maſham might have been contented with enjoying the 
2 perſonal conſequences which follow the favor of princes; 
2 FE 5 ” = 7 but without entirely breaking the fetters i in which her miſ- 
= . treſs was held by the Marlborough family, thoſe douceurs 
would be wanting which you know, my friend, render the 
e of the payers peculiarly valuable. 
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Revolution to the preſent Time. 


Is this ſituation of things Mrs. Matham found little dif- Larras- Wr. 
In rm ß 


Mx. Robert Harley had fo highly diſtinguiſhed himſelf iin ©, Nx 
detecting the parliamentary corruptions practiſed in the laſt 1 
reign, and alſo in the debates concerning the diſbanding the i 
army, and. in ſending away the Dutch guards, | as to have 5 „ EI 8 A 
acquired a high degree of reputation with the independent | E 


party in parliament ;- and, to uſe the Ducheſs of Marlbo _ 1 þ 1 
rough's own words, 4 it was for this reaſon he was pitched . ; e — 
55 upon as a very proper perſon to manage the houſe of Com- 
6 mons, on which ſo much Ae depends. 4X 


Mx. H Harley had x not + been long in. \. the Pe "I, of ſecretary el 7s : ee” 5 
of ſtate before he found an alteration i in the diſpoſition of the FE. "> 4 
Queen, which flattered him with hopes infinitely more am- „ RR 25 4 
bitious than the acting as an humble inſtrument in the hands 5 F 1 
of the Marlborough faction; 2 by the means of his relation, 1 EY Hh — 


Mrs. Maſham, he had frequent ſecret interviews with der IS | „ 
Majeſty, and in theſe interviews he expatiated largely on te 1 
| indignity offered royalty in the rendering the ſovereign ſub- „ 3 
ſervient to the views and intereſt of one family, and their „ 7 
connections; of cloſcting up the Queen from the knowledge Os ; Bo 7 4 
| and the approach of thoſe of her ſubjects. who had a pre- N : = 1 
OR tene. 5 0 
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The nien of England, from 
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Levis Iv. . tics Hein thadt birth ad ſituation to ſuch an honor; and he i 


inculcated a maxim, which is good in itſelf, but, very un- 
happily for this country, has never been either judiciouſly 


5 purſued or fairly intended, viz. the utility of forming a 


miniſtry promiſcuouſly of whig and N without reſpect to 
party feud and my Pres: F 


F . 9 . . Lo „ . a / 2 "PeS F: - 
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72 
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Tur 3 ho! loved j power, though totally incapable. 
of San it independently, burnt with a deſire of ſeeing 


herſelf at the head of a miniſtry entirely ſubſervient to her 


will and direction; nor could the new favorite, or the ſe- 


cretary, be more impatient for power, than was her Majeſty 


to put herſelf under the direction of new governors, on the 
ſpecious hope of becoming entirely miſtreſs over thoſe who, 


agrecable to the courtly pri, are | termed the ſervants of - 


1 
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the crown. 


Made this : new bias in the Queen $ mind, the was too 
ardent to be capacious in her friendſhip; ; in proportion as her 
love to Mrs. Maſham increaſed, the grew cold to the Ducheſs 
of Marlborough ; nor was it before every ſpark of former 
kindneſs was extinet, that the Ducheſs, lulled to ideal ſecu- 
rity in the contemplation of her dignity and importance, 
perceived a dan e rival in the perſon of her Foplin 
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-- One muſt, my friend, be thoroug 
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| ater an diſpoſition of the Ducheſs of! Iborou: „„ 5 5 
have an adequate idea of the rage which poſſeſſed her ſoul on 5 „ 1 
the conviction that the Queen had preſumed to give to an- - HO : | 
other that favor which ſhe had once ſo fully enjoyed herſelf. 
or that a dependent of her own ſhould have the inſolence ana 
ingratitude to have attempted the ſupplanting her in her mi. 

_ treſs's affection: in this tempeſt which rage had raiſed in her Cres 
mind, the raved at Mrs. Maſham,- ſhe expoſtulated with the 1 

neen In a manner as im th ugh without 4 NO | 


the tenderneſs which often accompanies the upbraidings af's © 


jealous lover. Ow 3 8 „%% hf; . 


THz Queen, either from long- accuſtomed ſubmiſſion, rr 


from backwardneſs in conſeſſing the eſtrangement of ſo vio- 


lent an affection, at firſt endeavored to ſoothe the Ducheſs's —& 
_ paſſion, and to calm her apprehenſions; but N 5 5 
Queen was threatened with a motion in the houſe of Com- . : „„ 
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mons for the removal of Mrs. Maſham, as a miſchievous in- ä 
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cendiary ; the Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Godol- 1 ; 1 9 1 
phin complained to the Queen of Harley 8 intrigues, and on . 1 


not receiving a ſatisfactory anſwer, they threatened to reſigg FC 


# 4 > - , 2 > 5 8 A. : 8 ; 9 4 f : Ages 


a - - 
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Ax attack upon her favorite was a very tender point with @ & © © Þ 


Anne. Queen Mary's inſiſting on the diſmiſſion of the I EE... 
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5 Lavren Iv. Douche of nere then Lady Churchill | Sond 1. er- 
5 vice, had occaſioned a quarrel between the two ſiſters, which 
never was made up; nor was her reſentment leſs violent, or 
leſs laſtin g, on the preſent provocation. From this period 
5 the Ducheſs of Marlborough, whom ſhe conſidered as the 
author of theſe affronts, became the ob ect of her averſion 5 
and though Harley thought it prudent for the preſent to give 
way to the power of the party, both the Queen and her ſe- 
cretary determined to avall themſelves of the firſt favorable 
opportunity to get rid of a miniſtry which, for different rea- 
ſons, were equally intolerable to them both. 
- Haztey's intrigues were not confined to the cabinet; 
1 he found means to foment the jealouſies, which the Duke of 
Marlborough's having engroſſed all the higheſt offices of the 
ſtate had occaſioned in both parties, to ſuch a height, that 
when the parliament met in 1708, ſevere obſervations were 
made in both houſes on the general conduct of affairs: the 
i . continuation of the war after 1706, without the giving any 
attention to the propoſals of France, did not paſs without 
animadverſion; a total rout of the Engliſh and Dutch on the 
| plains of Almanza, in Spain, and the loſs of ten thouſand 


men, either killed or taken Hilmer, induced the two houſes 


to enter into an enquiry into the management of the war, 


and it was s found that there were not abdve half the troops 
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ain that the parliament had made proviſion for, and that Lv Iv. 
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in a manner the whole expence of the war in that coun 


was thrown entirely on the Engliſh. 


In conſequence of a petition from the , 1 
mittee of examination was appointed; the merchants were „„ noo 9 { 
required to prove all their complaints by witneſſes on oath 3 Rn! 1 | no: 1 

and in the proſecution of the buſineſs it appeared, that „ „„ ot Fr I 
_ ſhips. of war which had been. fitted out to put 2027 Wes „ „„ 1 3 
| ſuffered to decay in the ports ; that cruizers were not ordered * = 1 
to proper places 1 in the channel; that convoys had been often | „% . Dy: 


flatly denied the merchants, and that when they were pro- — nn | 


miſed, they were ſo long delayed that the merchants loſt Ge $7 ir 5 
their markets. e | e 5 
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T HE report which the committee brought into the Houſe 4, 7. Ra 
was, on a motion of the tretſurer s, tranſmitted to the Prince — 
of Denmark, who returned an anſwer, i in which he attempted „ 9 5 2 
to juſtify the ſeveral charges contained in the report, and in ER ä 1 
which he endeavored to palliate the preſent loſſes, by aſſert- ed 


ing, that in King William's wars four thouſand merchant- 1 


men had been ken by hn hn 8 —— 4 On 


i , 3 
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* 5 : F 


Tux pleading example for the abuſe of truſt, and the 5 „ 13 
neglect of the moſt important concerns of the nation; is, ay Rn 
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uren, w. friend, a ſtrange kind of juſtification ; however, though from 


| terrifying all parties, ſtrengthened 1 the hands of the mini 
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the delicacy of the Lords, the Prince of Denmark was nei- 
ther mentioned i in the report of the committee, blamed i in the 
debates, or cenſured in the addreſs, the Queen pretended to 
be highly offended, but in her anſwer ſhe promiſed i in general 


terms to protect the trade of the kin gdom, and aſſured the 
two houſes that all paſt errors ſhould be corredted i in future, 
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= 


WnIIs r the tories, in conj unction with the diſappointed 
whigs, were carryin g motions in the upper houſe calculated 


to throw diſgrace on thoſe who had the management, of 
the public affairs, a ſudden alarm from France, by equally 


and diſappointed, for a time, the views of the diſcontented 
Os „„ 


ALTHOUGH all parties in che Engliſh parliament had 
united in their endeavors to allay the diſcontents of the Scots, 
by rendering the union, which according to the opinion of 
their countryman, Biſhop Burnet, was partially favorable to 
the inhabitants of the north fide of the Tweed, yet more 
defirable, in taking away the power of the privy council, in 


putting the militia of Scotland on the ſame footing as that 
in England, and in paſſing laws for a more impartial and a 
adminiſtration of juſtice than what had 


rie 
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t cingdom yet, m 
e prejudices of the nation in 3 
againſt a meaſure which they had 


calculated to deprive them of the ſmall degree of liberty 


m aft ter the reſtoration of the Stewart 


which remain 
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On the hopes that the future intereſt of factions would be 


overlooked in the preſent phrenſy of reſentment, the jacobite 


* * 
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of poſſeſſing themſelves of the government of 
Scotland, and from thence, in conj unction with the F rench 
auxiliaries, to diſtreſs London, by the immediate ſeizure of 
Newcaſtle, and by ſtor ping the coal tradlſGee. 


the purpo 
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ſuppoſition 
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that the Scots would be unanimous in its execution, was a 
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very practicable one. 


Iphin, whoſe prej 


ices, it is ſup- 
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poſed, always ran in favor of the excluded family, had left 
| Scotland i ina defenceleſs condition ; the caſtles and forts were 
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in a ruinous ſtate deſtitute of milita 
only two thouſand five hundred troops in the country, 
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party in Scotland were inceſſant in their ſolicitations with the 
court of France to afford a ſmall ſupply of men and arms, for 


ſtores ; ane 


' theſe wete ſuppoſed to be diſaſefted,; the money paid by 
England as an . was lodged i in the caſtle of Edin- * 
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weuemſedves to be prevailed on to prepare a ſquadron of men 
. five ſhips equipped for ac 
i 5 5 fitted for tranſports; and i was not ti 
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=—_  - houſes joined in the 


FFF paſſed a bill, enacting, that the oath of abjuration ſhould be 
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on thoſe who ! en concerned in it as the ſureſt to 
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a large fleet was equipped with diligence, 5 
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wards Dunkirk under the conduct of Sir John 
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rd lions of 


1 


t 


e ſouth of Ireland were directed to match towards 
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Tax Britiſh fleet having been driver 


by a ſtrong. wind, Count Fourbin, who commanded the 


| French ſquadron, availed ! of the opportunity, and 


but ie was followed ſo cloſe. 
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ſame time in the Frith of Edinburgh. 
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1 HE French commander, Count Fourbin, who. had. re- 
peatedly repreſented to his maſter the little probability, mY 
| ſucceeding 1 in the enterpriſe, did not wait for an attack, but 
taking the advantage- of a land breeze, failed. away, to che 


great mortification of the Chevalier, who had ſuch ſanguine 
expe&tations of bein g ſtrongly ſupported by the Scotch, that 


he deſired, with tears in his eyes, to be ſet on ſhore, Mong... 


none ſhould follow him but his own domeſtics. „ 
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TRE ſuddenneſs with which the nation was 3 PRAC 


fears, which ran ſo high as to endanger the public ere- 
dit, with a ſucceſsful campaign in Flanders, where the 


Duke of Marlborough had defeated the F rench near Oude- 
narde, raiſed the ſiege of Bruſſels, and retaken Ghent and 


Bruges, towns which the F rench had recovered through the 


treachery of the magiſtrates, bid fair to. render permanent the 


power which the Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Go- 


dol phin had acquired by the expulſion of Harley from- the 
council. 


. : | =, 


Rn 


Tux whize, who v were from the firſt, and yet continued, 


zealous promoters of the war, were for this reaſon the natu- 
ral allies to Marlborough ; ſome alteration was made i in the 


diſpoſal of places to the contentment of the party; ; and the 


friends of the Revolution were at this time, in ſuch general 


favor, 
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Aver, mat a i ge whig majority in the . parlia „ 
Ws eaſly ſecured in the houſe of C e 1 5 75 ä 
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AE tories, who, encouraged with the ſuppoſed counte- 


* of the Queen, had began to grumble. a little at the . 1 e 7 ; "0 


enormous yet increaſing expence of a war, 


| England had no proſpect of deriving either territory or power, „ 
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were now awed into a perfect ſubmiſſion; the two houſes 1 FT 
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. unanimous for the carrying on the war; ſeven millions V 


6 were voted for the ſervice of the enſuing campaign; and 5 mn 
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augmentation of ten thouſand men was added to t e „ on 
bliſhment of the preceding VV . „ 


CE 


Tux death of Prince George of Denmark, who, after TT. YE jo 


guiſhing ſeveral months, had expired on the twen! eighth —: 
of October, 1708, afforded the two houſes an opportunity of | „ — 


ying their court to the Sovereign: previous to the 8 „ 
of the Prince, the Queen had ſuſtained the ſevere mortific - „„ 
tion of loſing all her children; ſhe was now in the forty- fp. 


fourth year of her age, and very ſubject to the gout, a diſ- — ol 4 


eaſe which, above all others, haſtens the infirmities of . „„ 


On theſe conſiderations, after the Prince's deceaſe, the hae 4 
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ordered, as head of the church, that the form of MER: RO fi 


for iſſue of her body to ſucceed her to the throne, ſhould be ' - 1 
diſcontinued: the two houſes addreſſed her on the oecaſion; 355 „Z,„ 
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w to Scotland, and in giving a legal 
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eſtabliſh the power and grandeur of the houſe- of Auſtria, 


and the ſecurity of the States- General, France was reduced 
to extremities by the ſucceſs of her arms the laſt cam 
paign in Flanders, which to appearance had eſtabliſhed the 
influence of the Marlborough junto over the councils of 


England, beyond the power even of the Queen to ſhake, and 


| threatened the almoſt total extinction of the French monar- 
chy. The taking of Liſle expoſed France to an invaſion on 
the fide of F landers ; ; on the fide of Dauphine, the Duke of 
Savoy, by making himſelf maſter of the important fortreſſes 
of Exilles, La Perouſe, the valley of St. Martin, and Feneſ- 


trelles, had ſecured a barrier to his own frontiers, and opened 


4 way into the French provinces. The finances of the king- 
dom were reduced to the loweſt ebb. In imitation of the 
Engliſh exchequer bills, Lewis had iſſued mint bills; but 


all the various: methods of raifing money on credit failed. | 
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MoDERATION in ſucceſs, my friend, has ever been found 
a more uncommon virtue than patience in adverſity. The 
Dutch, fo famous for a ſtrict attention to the ſolid intereſts 


of their republic, and who had extricated themſelves by the 
firmneſs of their conduct from difficulties. ſuperior- to thoſe 


in which their enemy, Lewis, was at preſent involved, were 5; 
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Joint plenipotentiary from Great-Britain for treating DG 
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as pledgęs for the entire evacuation 2 the Spaniſh dominions 
9 his Sanden. 1 1 + 125 ; at e 
| Warn the forty preliminaries were ſhewed to the. French 
King, his former conſternation | gave way to an indignant re- 
ſentment; he rejected them with diſdain; and applied the : 
ame remedy to remove the deſpair of the people, by pub- 
| lining his own conceſſions and the demands of the allies: a 
new ſpirit at once animated the whole nation; ; the King him- 
ſelf wrote to all the governors a particular relation of his 
_ tranſactions in Holland ; the people fancied themſelves af- 
fronted in the indignity offered their monarch ; and, with an 
f aſtoniſhin g alacrity, prepared themſelves. to withſtand, „ by 


new efforts, the tremendous power of the enemy. 


| No ne were the conferences broke up 95 the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of peace, than the allies employed themſelves i 1 
| making vigorous preparations for the war. Flanders, from 
whence it was intended to penetrate into the heart of France, 
was pitched on as the great ſcene of action; and Prince Eu- 


: gene condeſcended to ſecond the Duke of Marlborough i . 
thoſe ambitious deſigns which had undoubtedly fruſtrated the 
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Tux army of the allies, augmented with eight thouſand. Prom W. 


e which the Duke of Marlborough had negociated with * 
King Auguſtus, amounted to one hundred and ten thouſand 


combatants, | well appointed, in high ſpirits, and rendered 8 
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almoſt irreſiſtable by the conſciouſneſs of former ſucceſs. 
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They were oppoſed by a very inferior army of F renchmen, 
commanded by the Marechal de Villars, who had been the 


88 leaſt unfortunate, becauſe the leaſt daring, of any of the 
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Vir LAxs had taken care to occupy ſo ſtrong a poſt be- 
tween, Couriere and the town of Bethune, which covered 
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both his wings, whilſt the villages of La Baſſe and Pont 


Avendin defended his fron 5 that the enemy, though ex- 
tremely anxious to Engage, did not think fit to venture an * 
tack; but on hearing that the garriſon of the town of Tour- 
nay. had been weakened by the draft of five thouſand men to 
en Villars $ army, they fat down before that town „ 
which, though the beſt fortiſied in all Europe, and very 


advantageouſiy ſituated for defence, was ſurrendered by. the 


governor, with the citadel, in the ſpace of ſeven weeks. 
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Marechal Boufflers, paſſed the Scarpe, and intrenched his 
army at Mal plaquet, a village within a league $ diſtance from 
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received a ſtrong reinforcement, under the Sina of the 


Mons. The fate of France depended on this army: che ge- 
neral was thoroughly ſenſible of its importance, and ſpared 


5 no labour to preſerve it. Along a narrow plain, oppoſed 


to his centre, he drew very deep trenches, one behind the 


; other, and covered the whole with a row of trees ; his two 


wings were defended with deep and impenctrable woods: but 
neither the natural advantage of the ſituation, , or the precau- 


tion of the general, deterred the allied army from attempting 


to diſlodge the enemy from their ee poſt. 
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" Is che nicht of the uh af 3 the two armies | 


ranged themſelves i in a complete order of battle, and at eight 
o'clock in the morning, on the eleventh, began the moſt obſi- 
5 nate conteſt perhaps ever known i in the annals of modern were. 
An uninterrupted ſucceſs had raiſed the courage of the allied | 
arm to a degree of enthufiaſm, and deſpair had produced 


z reſolution almoſt unconquerable in the French. Villars 


placed himſelf at the head of his left wing, and committed = 


the charge of his right to the Marechal de BouMMers. Of 


the allied army, the Britiſh troops were oppoſed to the left 
of che enemy, the L utch to the right, and the Germans ta 


their centre. The Duke of Argyle, i the head of the | 


Britiſh 
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ents . troops, charged the left wing of the enemy with ack Lovren Iv. 
an irreſiſtible impetuoſity, that they gave way: Villars was 


obliged to weaken his centre in order to withſtand the fierce 


- aſſault ; this movement had its effect; his troops rallied, 5 


formed themſelves again in order of battle, and drove the | 


enemy back; the Dutch made ſome ſmall impreſſion on the 


3 right wing of the enemy, but were alſo driven back in their ; 


turn. In this ſtate of the battle, the two commanders of the Z 


- allied army, it 1s ſaid, actually entertained thoughts of de- 5 
3 ſiſting from the attack, when General Cadogan perceiving 
the void left in the centre of the enemy by the troops called 
- -by Villars to ſupport bis left wing, Prince Eugene was en- 
| couraged to attack in perſon the intrenchmen ts in that place, | 
and leading ſome freſh battalions to the charge, entered the 


line of the enemy, and forced a regiment of F rench. guards 
to fly. Villars, whilſt haſtening to ſupport his centre, was 
| wounded and carried off the field; this accident would have 
: been fatal to the French, but for the ſteadineſs of the Mare- 


chal de Boufflers ; ; he diſperſed the German cavalry after they 


had entered his lines; but being driven back in his turn by 
: the enemy, who had rallied again, and by their ſteady mo- 
| tions and firm countenances ſhewed the moſt obſtinate reſo- 
lution to gain the field of battle or die in the attempt, he 


: determined to put an end to a conteſt rhich on the fide of 
| £ : the French might be attended with the moſt fatal conſe- : 
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| quences, 4 ude ay withdrew his army, leaving be 
enemy no ſpoil, but the reputation only of having gained 


the well-fought battle, and the. remaining maſters of a field 
covered with near 9550 thouſand men, comprehending the | 


Tur Fitoch ith,” by a regular retreat with troops 


| which had been often routed: and totally ſubdued, and this 


before the whole united force of the allies, gained, in the 


opinion of their countrymen, a glory almoſt. equal to victory; 
whilſt thoſe, who were not the paſſionate admirers of Prince 
Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough, at the ſame time ; 
that they gave due praiſes to thoſe great abilities and that 
undaunted courage which had extricated them with honor 
from an enterpriſe raſh and hazardous 5 yet, as as they obſerved, 
that either Mons might have been taken without a battle, 


or, at leaſt, the confederates might have had the choice of X 


bh 


twenty thouſand 


their « own ground; their praiſes were mixed with cenſures at 


a temerity which, but for the ſedate and uncommon courage 


of their troops, might have ſullied the glories of a lon g. war, 


and which, to fay the beſt of it, betrayed, a want of huma- 
nity, in throwing away the lives of thouſands. without any 1 


neceſſity. The loſs of the allies in this action amounted to 
me w th ti J 1 rench to leſs than nine. 
oo | pr Re Op TIRr 


Mons 


Levers IW. 
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on the ſide of Flanders, the campaign 0 


＋ 


"ig nine, which, though it did not prove — © 
ſo fatal to the French as they h great rea to app 1 
yet the wretched condition of France, and the „ 


* 5 . v | pry Bee 7 : 3 : ; 5 1 a - 


with which the Engliſh court borrowed immenſe ſums to 
ſupply the war, thr Rate and nation with ultimate 


ruin from the continuation of the unequal conteſt — rs 


* ; * * >; CIC 3 x I fs 


Lxwis, either rom neceſſit H intention of ſhew- „ 
ing his fincerity to the allies, had actually withdrawn hie 
forces from Spain: 4 the pride of this haughty monarch was DO Pr 
| neceſſity f his affairs, conde- 1 
| the States-General his follicitations for 
eee taunt jor the eee 
 unprovoked injuries and inſults they had formerly received 
from Lewis; it was now their tu ume the inſolent 1 
airs of a conqueror, and by ſuch conduct to give to Lewis a 
ſenſe of what he had former! d on 1 „„ 
refuſed” TOTES 9 hs p f paſſes | 1 5 
Kin g's commiſſioners to go. to the Hague ; however, they 5 
] rmitt Pettekum, the | envoy of Ke a | 


ls Tv. E was 505 to make to the confederates? Lewis pro- | | 


1. Hjtry 5 aut. fen 4 


poſed, inſtead of the prelimi inaries ſigned by the allies i in the 
f preceding year, to reduce their own conceſſions into a more 
' ; comprehenſive, but an equally ample form: he engaged him 
ſelf to acknowledge Charles the Third as King of Spain; to 
withdraw all ſuccours from his grandſon; to forbid his ſub- ; 
D jects to enliſt i in his ſervice; to conſent that no part of the 
Spaniſh n monarchy ſhould ever be united with France; to 
reſtore to the Emperor the city of Straſburg, and the town of 


Briſac; to content himſelf with Alſace, in the literal ſenſe 1 


of the treaty of Munſter ; to cede the town of Landau ; to 

raſe all his fortifications on the Rhine from Baſil to Philipſ- 
burgh; to acknowledge the K²ing of Pruſſia and the Elector 
of Hanover; to acknowledge Queen Anne, and the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion; to demoliſh the fortifications and to ruin the 
harbour of Dunkirk ; to conſent that the Pretender ſhould 
be baniſhed from the French. dominions ; to yield to the 


1 States the barrier ſpecified i in the preliminaries, and to con- : 


firm his former offers in regard to their trade; to grant to 
the Duke of Savoy all that the allies had. demanded in his 
favor,. and, in return, that the Electors of Bavaria and Co- 

logn mould be dae to theis territories and dignities. | 


| PU 8 it 1d, my 3 8 1 18 a vit man 
mad, ; but the reverſe was at e the caſe: ſucceſs, and the 
© Prong! 


- 


Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marl- LerTex 1 3 

e | borough, had. ln diſordered the ſenſes and iofatus e „ 

| e e councils of the Dutch miniſtry; they rejected che 98 „ Ns | 5 . 
7 conceſſions. made by Lewis, and obſtinately inſiſted that his 2 | 

| 5 moſt Chriſtian Majeſty | ſhould declare, in plain and expre . 5 

. terms, that he conſented to all the preliminaries, | except oo RT 7 

| © thirty-ſeventh article, which ſtipulated a .cefſation of amm 

1 in caſe the Spaniſh monarch; ſhould be delivered to c a 1 b 
. Charles in che ſpace of two months, 3 and for this artic e, e 
alan did, te ie would fend pſportst the s 

| _ "miniſters to treat of an equivalent. eek 8 ; ny 5 Tos . e 


* 1 : * 


you know, my friend, is an dz... 


mired expreſſion in one of the moſt famous plays. ef ur: 
15 divine poet, Shakeſpeare. The draught impoſed by the „ 
States, though bitter as wormwood, Lewis was obliged to „ 
Wale : he diſpatched the Marechal d Huxelles and 8 the . | 5 
| Abbe de Polignac to treat with the allies on their on ro- 5 
poſils; but on the pretence chat the French ing ſought _ | | 
| opportunity to effect by artifice what he could not obtain NV! 
by the way of arms, or fair treaty, the plenipotentiaries were „ ; | 
5 not ſuffered to enter Holland, but were met by the deputies, Ol ew 


7 


: _ Buys and Vanderduſſen, at Gertruzdenber; g. where 2 wis ; EY 5 


* - 4 # F 
2 ” 
8 1 * 
9 : 3 - ; 2 4 v #4 ; Di „ 
# ; . — ),..4 
* . - a oj 7 * — F 
com accomm tions Were mean t their - 
| : 4 = E * 3 - . 
- „ 9 oy * 4 
| | | letters 7 i 
* *% 
, * 1 * 4 x 
+ * 
* 
*. 
on 
* 
Ll s „ 
- ” 
* 5 1 . 
* 
4 b - 
i „ 7 
— 4 5 N - 
. | 4 1 
1 
r * # 
0 ; * 4 
1 * 43 * * 
a 1 a _ 1 7 * 7 * 
4 : , > ; 
* * & - 
F | 5 f * x 0 5 . # 
i of 5 


. „ 5 82 n \ 
þ no 1 S * = - 
1 . N L I ' a 4 * * - | - 
, * | p L * 
2 1 » * 


2 — K nrfe, AERIE. OE a  ERr” oee 3 
rod " eds. BEAN Praga W 


u uxris iv, were ope 
Fe : „ | : | * , | 
| 7 rough wete ſent by their reſpective ſove- 
Pg Ps s reigns to give their advice concerning the objet of the con- 
VV greſs ; and in return for this compliment, and in full aſſu- 


f 8 
# I 


ACOG _  rahceof their influence over Heinſſius, without whoſe advice 


% 15 8 : p EY „ f 


1 


a e States took no ſt p of importanee, they induced the Em- 
L „ peror and the Queen of Great-Britain to throw the whole 
= Fs 15 negociation into the hands oſ the Republic: bile never did 
1 „ͤ1²ͥ ieee away ſo fair an opportunity; their deputies 4 
4 Z | | would hear of no relaxation, and no expedient for temovin g 
. | le inſuperable difficulties *vhich retard d the negociation 5 
Es: . uring the courſe of whick the F rench agreed to relinquiſh 
W . every demand of an equivalent for the ceſſion of the Spaniſh 
255 . „ monarchy; they offered a oy of a million of livres a 
Wo %%;ò᷑ r¹n to the allies, till K | Tin ng Philip ſhould be driven from 
V ; pain; ; they entirely relinquiſhed Alſace to the Emperor; 
: and, as s ſecurity for the performance of the articles of the 
5 1 rH e oo N 4 fs fortified —— 0 F Fren ch Flan- 


„ 


States roſe in their demands ; they inſiſted on Lewis 


Fe” ing the ceſſion of Spain and the Indies to the houſe of aus. 


£ ing ulterior demands when the e preliminaries VVV 
1 © adjuſted. After a tedious and ineffectual negociation, which „ | 
oy from the nineteenth. of March to the twen | 
1 1 the Dutch depuk 
lies were unjuſt and impracticable, and in which they com 
2; n., d op 
Tux States-General reſolv enemy had departed 


5 from the foundation on which the negociation Was begun, ; 1 | 
and had ſtudied pretences to evade the execution of the ca- 55 85 
pital points, the reſtitution of Spain and the Indies, and that „ 


France had no other view than to create and ſow jealouſies 


- 


among the allies; 


#& 


Lord Townſhend, in a memorial, a. . 


- 


* 


the war with all 


„ 


negociation; and that ſhe was firmly 
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DO i on, my friend; how uncertain are thoſe ex 
5 are dependent on the caprice of individuals! It was not many 
„%% paſt that the States had been the egregious dupes of the 


cabinet politics of the courts of France and Spain, and had 


* 
4 


wdr near loſt theit independent exiſtence as a ſtate, through 
uw © unbounded confidence in the faith of princes; and at 


Amis time, chat the Queen of Great-Britain in was making them 


* 


— 


ſuch large profeſſions, a cabal, at which her Majeſty was at 

the head, was forming i in her court, to undermine the power 
„„ influence of their great friend and ally the Duke of 
Marlborough, and conſequently to overturn that ſyſtem, of 
politics which had been ſo inimical to France, and ſo friendly 
to the. Nas of the court of Vienna, and to thoſe of the 
States · General. . )) 


TT.! Marlborough junto, abetted by the whig faction, and 
EL retaining the unbounded: confidence of the people,” were in a 

_ great meaſure independent of the changed affections of the 
Queen: encouraged with this circumſtance, the Ducheſs of 
Marl borough con tinued to oppoſe with violence the preſent 

bent of her miſtreſs's inclination. | But, my friend, in a 

| country like this, where party prejudices prevail i in a manner 
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war, and in the terms impoſed on the French 


. Y - - % * 
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and monarchies, were t -ansferred to the i reſt 
of the nfederates, whilſt England, who 


* 


th trade, for want $ 
vateers; were accuſations and complaints c: | 
echoed from the pulpit. ' | 
in truth, and as ſuch muſt have had their effect with 
ſenſible citizens; but. as the multitude are | never affected 
iples af oppoſition and complaint, it 


declamation, and | 
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e churc 
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il, a divine of very moderate abili 
no large extent of learning, had preached for ſeveral years 0 
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The Hur of England, from the 


lers Iv. this topic: in a ſermon delivered on the fifth py November . 


at St. Paul's in London, in the year 1709, he inveighed : 
with bitterneſs againſt the miniſtry, the diſſenters, and low 
church; he aſſerted the doctrine of non-reſiſtance ; he de- 


clared that religion was in danger, and exhorted the people 


to ſtand up in defence of the church, for which, he ſaid, | 
_ Mo ſounded the trumpet, and deſired them to put on the - 


whole armour of God. The court of alderinen did not pay 


him the uſual compliment on the occaſion but,” however, 


on pretence that it was done by the deſire of the Lord Mayor, 
he printed his ſermon, with a dedication to his Lordſhip ; ; 
four thouſand of theſe diſcourſes were quickly diſperſed over 


the nation ; ; and the miniſtry, who were perhaps more en- 


raged at the perſonal reflections thrown on themſelves „than 
the libellous expreſſions againſt the liberties of the conſtitu- 


tion p treated it in ſuch a ſerious manner, as to deviate from 


the o com mon rule of law i in the em of Sacheveril 


— 


ON a e of the conduct of both parties, my friend, 
I am at a loſs to determine which is moſt worthy of ridicule, 


the miniſtry, in arming all the powers of government in 


their attack on an obſcure and inſignificant individual, or the 


public, i in the ſupport of a culprit, whoſe doctrine was more 
odious than his inſolence, and his princigles yet more con- 
ſepptible than As parts. | 


; 4 4 


AccarDinG © 


* 3 : 8 


ee to the viſe determination of the miniſtry; 1 Livews Iv. 


| 3 of the ſermon was made in the houſe 


mons: on the fourteenth day of December, Sach veril was 


ordered to attend; he was taken into cuſtody, and i 


_ 
# 


Ax no period of the Engliſh hiſtory, in no exigence of 


the ſtate, in no period of the conſtitution, was the attention 


g of the public equally rouſed. By the tories Sacheveril was 


extolled as a martyr, who ſtood alone unſubdued in defence 


of the conſtitution of church and ſtate: by the whigs, he 


was more properly called a popiſh perſecutor, an enemy to 
the Revolution, a devoted friend to the Pretender: the preſs 


| teemed with daily productions on both ſides of the queſtion ; 


and the wen ee of + Party Jargon was exerted with 
violence. 7.4457 


WIxx the view of giving the more ſolemnity to the trial, 


but which indeed rendered it truly farcical, the Commons 


reſolved to aſſiſt in a grand committee: Weſtminſter-Hall 
was prepared at a great expence of money and time ; on the : 
twenty-ſeventh of February, 1710, the trial began; the ar- 
ticles exhibited againſt Dr. Sacheveril were four in number 
| they affirmed, that the Doctor ſuggeſted and maintained that | 


the neceſſary means oe effectuating the Revolution were 


odious and unj juſtifiable, ; that the toleration to diflenters was. | 
os Ffz . LEED... 


* Revolution to the projet . 


f Com- 


peached. 
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| en Iv, both eee and unwarrantable ; that the chnrck of | 
N England was in danger under the Queen's adminiſtration; 
that there were perſons in office WhO endeavored to overturn 
nft tution ; and that through the whole management 
of affairs, chere was a general mal-adminiſtration and corrup- 
tion. Sacheveril denied the charge ; ; his counſel attempted 
to thew, that his expreſſions, without being. wreſted from 
their true meaning, could not be applied to the crimes of 
which he was accuſed ; and Sacheveril concluded the defence 
with reading a ſpeech, in which he juſtified his doctrines 
with heat, yet N N ki 42 8 0 for the . bad her 
government. 4 fl | 


OL” 


naw afſembly whoſe importance is founded on the prin- 

 ciple of reſiſtance, it is not to be imagined, that the doctrine 
of paſſive obedienee to kin gs would find many advocates; 
however, the illiberal voice of party was as loud in the debates 
of the Lords as in the elamorous diſcourſes of the multi- 
tude: ſeveral peers, who avowe« their concern in the Reyo- 
lution, affirmed, that thoſe who examined it leaft were its 
deſt friends.” It was faid- by a biſhop, that a veil ought to 
be thrown over that tranfaction; ; that men mould rather call 
it a vacancy, and an abdication, than receive its benefits as 
the WT of reſiſtance. The Duke of Leeds im proved 
on the iſhop's refinement, an Git, tha difindion ought. 


* 
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to be made between refiſtance and rind, 5 4 vacancy,. Loreen w 1 


00 abdication, was the ſubject of the debates of the conven- | 
tion ; and that reſiſtance, a word both ede and odious, ; 


Fs ought for ever to be forgot. 5 


* » > 


As reaſon and 11505 ſenſe were on the other ide of the 


queſtion, it was no difficult taſk to confute the opinions of 


: Sacheveril's tory advocates; ; he was declared gu ity by a ma- 


jjority of ſeventeen : but whether through fear of the multi- 7 


tude, or from the apprehenſion that the priſoner was ſecretly 
patroniſed by the Queen, his puniſhment was limitted to a 


ſuſpenſion from preaching for three years, and the ſermon 


was ordered to be burnt in the preſence of the LANE Mayor 


t e ſheriffs of London. 


Tun E time of the trial, which* laſted three werks, was a 


period of trium ph and high exultation to Sacheveril. Never 
prophet, honored with the divine commiſſion of declaring g 


religious truths to a believing people; ; never patriot, on the 


point of being exalted to the crown of martyrdom for the 


cauſe of equal law and liberty, had been attended by the 


populace with ſuch officious zeal as .Was now the popular 
Sacheveril. The multitude, exulting in that determined 
ſtate of lavery to which the Doctor had conſigned the whole: 0 


human race, thron ged 1 the preacher as he "We: the ſtreets 
in. 


1 - 1 
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* 
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in his way to and from Weſtminſter-Hall 3 ſome proſtrated 5 
| themſelves before him; others ſtrove to kiſs his hands; the 


The Bites of Baglend, from the 


air on all lides ſounded with acclamations of applauſe ; ; thoſe 5 


who did not join in the ſhout, at the word . the church and 


Sacheveril!” were inſulted and knocked down ; money was 


_ occaſionally thrown among the riotous mob, who by ſuch 
methods were animated to ſo high a pitch of diabolical 


phrenſy, that they killed ſeveral of the inferior claſs, | pulled 
down diſſenting meeting-houſes, threatened the peers of the 


oppolite party with violence, and inſulted thoſe members of | 


parliament who were not in the intereſt of their favorite. 


Tusk acts 5 violence A . the 10 
in their ſentence on Sacheveril: it was regarded as a victory 


over the fears of the whigs, and celebrated with bonfires, il- | 


luminations, and other marks of triumph, through the whole 
kingdom. The ſucceſs of this battery encouraged the cabal 
to venture on a regular attack on the whig adminiſtration: 2 
addreſſes were ſet on foot from all the different counties, in 
which the abſolute power of the ſovereigns of England was 
aſſerted; in which all reſiſtance was condemned, under the 


deſignation of anti-monarchical and republican principles; in 
which the Queen's hereditary right was acknowledged ; and. 
which moſtly concluded with an intimation of the addreflers | 
| hopes, that her Maj jeſty would pore the preſent parlia- 


ment, 


1 | Revolution to the rte, Time. 


4 ment, uud with alia that i in a new election they would Lari IV. 
*huſe none but ſuch as ſhould be faithful to the . and 5 


zealous for the church. 


| Prrasixe as theſe ſtrains were to the royal ear, the Queen N 


did not venture publicly to avow her warm approbation; 


- however, the party were aſſured, by her counſellor and con- 
fidant Harley, that her Majeſty was only acting a part till a 


favorable opportunity ſhould render it advi ſable to manifeſt : 


her real judgment and inclinations. 


IT was not long that the party were kept in ſuſpenſe. The 
Queen, animated into action by the Duke of Marlborough's 
_ withſtanding her intention to raiſe Colonel Hill, brother to 


YN the favorite, to the command of a regiment of dragoons, i 


mw vacant by the death of the Earl of Eſſex, gave the chamber- 
lain's ſtaff to the Duke of Shrewſbury, and in a few weeks 


after diſmiſſed the Earl of ee from the office ol 


privy ſeal. e 858 


\ ; -# 


Tur oldie of the Earl of gunderland was regarded by 


both parties as a prelude to the change of the whole mini- 
ſtry: the tories crouded the preſence of the Queen with ad- 


drefite and congratulations on her conduct ; whilſt the whigs 7 


endeavored to intereſt the people in their ſupport by a variety 


ME one ory poten pul SP of 
* . 


* 


urn Iv. of tricks and | manœurres. 
by tory writers, they contrived. to unk the price of the na- 
; tional ſtock, by withdrawing. their own money. from the 
funds, with ſymptoms of conſternation and panic; 3 ad they . 
a „5 | ſolicited the interpoſition of foreign powers: but neither the 
„„ repreſentations of the directors of the bank of England, nor 
woe of Count Gallas, the Imperial miniſter, and Buys, 
8 „ the Dutch envoy, who ſet forth the bad conſequences which 
=: „ might reſult to the grand alliance from a change in her mi- 
5 5 naiſtry, could effect any alteration. 
Tux aſtoniſhin; g ſucceſs which i in 1 had attended; the 
war had kept up the ſpirits of the people under the burthen 
of its expence, and had in a great meaſure ſupported the 
popularity of the government ; but the intelligence of the 
diſaſters with which the campaign cloſed in Spain gave the © 
miniſtry the wiſhed-for opportunity of cenſuring their pre- 
deceſſors in office on a ſubject on which they had highly 
: magnified their importance, namely, the direction of the war. 


By 


Ar rx the Commons had, without heſitation, granted 

h ſupplies to the amount of more than fourteen millions, 

of | ae bonds in conſequence of a meſſage from her Majeſty, 
VV entered into an enquiry into the conduct of the late miniſtry, 


% 


; and of the military commanders employed by them in Spain; 
J | my 


Laren IV. 
the former miniſtry were highly ee to be f amed in their neg- | 


Spaniſh war, and in their g an offenfive 


war in the year 1707, which had been the cauſe of the loſs 


of the battle of Almanza, and, in conſequence, 0 of the miſ- 3 5 
carriage before Toulon; and in their addreſs to the 


ch 


mentioned the great profuſion of money w 


In the lower houſe, Harley led his party to enter into an 
enquiry into ſeveral great abuſes in the victualling the navy; 
abuſes, which Burnet, by way of apology for 1 


us had been practiſed for many years, and 


« tinued as avowedly as ever, though a member of the 
« who was a whig, was expelled the aſſembly 2 ill 11 „ 
65 ors in this department, and a proſecution or 


Tux member, my friend, which the good biſhop men- f | 


tions, was no meaner per Mr. Robert Walpole, who 

rwards held the office of prime miniſter to the two firſt — 
Georges, and who has been fo ſucceſsfully followed by every 
ſucceeding miniſter in the art of ſimplifying the nature ot 

0 e 1 0 


Laveen IV. the government, a an 
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removing: . the difficult , 


would naturally ariſe from a complicated form, fit, indeed, 


to pleaſe the ignorant. ſpeculator, but which wiſe men in ; 
modern ages. have agreed to be uſeleſs; j nay, would be into- 


lerable, if the practice of Gy did not furniſh a ſufficient 


antidote. 


UPon an examination of the public accounts it appeared, 


that prodigious ſums remained unprovided for in the different 


departments of the war; the debts of the navy amounted to 
more than five millions ; and the incumbrances of the ord- 


nance and army to one million five hundred thouſand pounds. 


Ir was now become an accuſtomed practice to grant at 


every new ſeſſions of parliament more money than could be 


raiſed within the year. Harley propoſed to the Commons 


the following project for ſatisfying all the public debts, and 
for making good all deficiencies of ſupplies. The whole 


debt unprovided for was thrown into one ſtock to pay an 


intereſt of ſix per cent.; funds were eſtabliſhed, which were 


to commence at the end of five years; and the parliament 


engaged themſelves to make good the intereſt in the inter- 


mediate time. the monopoly of a trade to the South Sea, or 

coaſt of Peru, was granted to the proprietors of this ſock, 

who were incorporated into a body for the purpoſe. 
HARLEY'S 


6 plating, 10 the preſent: Time. £ 
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4 She LEY 's o propoſals. met. with great. applauſe; the Queen Larris Iv. 


created him an Earl, by the double title of Oxford and Mor- + 
- timer, and conferred on him the office of Lord Treaſurer. 735 
The preamble to the patent ſet forth, that he had redeemed 
the nation fr om robbery, had reſtored credit, and had ren- 
dered the public great ſervice for many years. Every cir- 


cumſtance i in the ſtate of affairs co- operated to render it the 


intereſt of Harley to deliver the nation from the curſe of . 


needleſs, unprofitable, and ruinous war. All the unpopu- 


larity of raifing large ſupplies, on a nation overburthened 


with appropriated taxes, muſt remain with the treaſurer, 


whilſt the glory to be gained in the courſe of the war would 
be given to the Duke of Mar Iborough: beſides, to conclude . 


a peace was the only means to reduce this powerful con- 


queror to, the rank of a private ſubject; and in his preſent 
F | 
ſituation, as ſupreme commander of the army, he was con- 


ſidered as an object of terror, RS 


. 75 


Ae it was very ns 1 that ah ; 


accumulation of the public debts, and all the growing evils 


attending them, rendered: it e to get rid of the war, 


yet it was no eaſy taſl to wean the populace from the ex- 
Wing, P leaſures, of illuminations and bo 1 


G g 2 . death 


fires, or to. change 
in the generality \ of the nation thoſe. opinions. which in a 
manner grew out of the Revol ution, and w. hich, ſince the 


I» 


+ JE.” 
#* 
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Thr Ale of Bighind; fins the „ 
uren W. bench bf che Late King, had been carefully propegated by 1 
tereſled individuals. Happily for the fuceeſt of the pacific 


| ſchemes of the miniſter, the death of the Emperor Joſeph, 


in ſudden!) y changing the whole ſtate of affairs, awakened the 
reflection of thinking men, and led to an alteration in the 
minds of the multitude; Through the uncommon exertion 
of his allies, Joſeph had recovered all the poſſeſſions belong- 
ing to the Imperial crown, and had ſubdued all Lombardy. 
From an ambition which in this family had formerly been 


| dangerous to the liberties of Europe, Joſeph, without re- 


garding his two daughters, left his brother Charles, King of 
Spain, his univerſal heir in all the dominions of the houſe of 
Auſtria. ' Five months after the death of Joſeph, Charles 


was choſen | Emperor by the unanimous conſent of all the 


electors, The addition of Spain to the Imperial dominions 
would in a manner be reviving the formidable power of 
Charles the Fifth; and thus the obtainment of the object of 


the hh undertaken 5 105 A want alliance, would u 


to er "2 
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ſtance, the Queen, in the 


5 Peta ens dy mn eit 


dme meſſage in which the informed the two houſes of the 
death of the Emperor, told ther 
in a condition to put a happy 200 to the 00; Aus ig 


, that the hoped to be ſoon | 


and honorable peace. ien. 2 | 15 F 4 41 13 * i 
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- 


from the two houſes that they would ſupport her Maje 


all her meaſures for the reſtoration of the public tranquili 


— 


2 private meſſage, by the means of one Gualeier, an obſcure 


prieſt, who acted as chaplain to Count Gallas the Imperial 
ambaſſador, and who had been empl os a fpy 


French miniftry ſince the commencement of hoſtilities, was 


ſent by the Engliſh miniſtry to the court of France : the 
meſſage imported the 's earneſt defire of peace; it re- 
preſented the impoſhbility of a private negociation,. as the 
miniftry were obliged to act with circumſpedtion ; ; and it de- 
fired that Lewis would propoſe to the Dutch a renewal of 
the conferences ; in which caſe the miniſtry Preite ; that 
the Engliſh plenipotentiaries ſhould have ſuch inſtructions, 
that it would be impoſſible for the States-General to prevent 
the concluſion of a treaty. | N94 54 


You may imagine, my dear friend, that this meſſage was 
received with the higheſt ſatis faction: however, the F rench 
miniſtry put on an air of conſequence, and charged the Abbe 
Gualtier to inform his | principals, that their maſter would 


| hear no more of peace by the way of Holland, but that he 
ſhould be glad to put an end to the war by the interpoſition | 


* 


of Great- Britain. 5 . 


— 


- 


* 


of theſe advances, and 4 flrong aſſyrance LETTER W. 
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bert W. | The Poglith ministry, my friewd, for the reaſons - before 

e were too earneſt in their propoſition for a treaty to 

deny the requeſt of the F rench court ; however, they ſigni- 

ed their hopes that Lewis would not offer conditions to 

Great Britain leſs advantageous than thoſe he had propoſed | 

-to the States-General : at the late conferences. at t Gertruy- 
denberg. 


Tux Dutch, who had entertained a great. jealouſy of the 
new miniſtry, were highly alarmed with the propoſal of 
treating with France through the mediation of Great-Britain : 
they rejected the memorial for a general peace ſent by Lewis, 
- and tranſmitted to them by the Engliſh court, as conceived 
0 terms too general; and at the ſame time wrote to the | 

French miniſtry, that if the French King would reſume the 

| negociation, in concert with the Queen of Great-Britain, he 

ſhould certainly have reaſon to be ſatisfied with the conduct 
of the Dutch deputies. Such a meſſage, ſent before the 
opening, of the conferences at Gertruydenberg, would have 
been received with thankfulneſs ; but the tables were now 
beginning to turn: Lewis reſumed his former lofty ſtrain; 
and the offer of Meſſieurs the Dutch, as they were termed 
in deriſion by the court of Verſailles, and who were again 
to be made ſenſible of their vaſt inferiority to crowned heads, 


was declined with ſome degree of ſcorn. 


IN 


- 


was. again diſpatched to Verſailles with the following preli- PR 


\ Revolution fo the gien. Tims „ N 


II düse wsd of the Dutch refuling to treat on tue me- kerri W. 5 
morial of the French court, the Abbe Gualtier, accompa- | 


nied by Prior, the poet, who had reſided in France as ſecre- 5 5 


tary to the embaſſies of the Earls of Portland and Jerſey, 


minary demands of Great-Britain : 


That a barrier ſhould be granted for the Dutch in the 
Netherlands, and another on the Rhine for the Empire: 


That the ſtrong places taken from the Duke of Savoy 
9 8 be reſtored: 


That be ſhould poſſeſs ſuch towns and diſtricts | in nan 9 
as had been ceded to him in treaties between him and his 


allies: 


That Lewis ſhould acknowledge Queen Anne and the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, demoliſh the fortifications at Dunkirk, 


agree to a new treaty of commerce, yield Gibraltar and Port 


Mahon to the crown of England, cede the negro trade in 
America to the Engliſh, together with ſome towns on that 


Continent where the ſlaves might be refreſhed: 


* 
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ritories they might be poſſeſſed of 3 in North-America at bred 


The en of mu- frm the 


That the crown of Great-Britain thould be put in 155. 
ſeſſion of Newfoundland and Hudſon's ar either by way 


Is of IG or ceſſion: 


That both nations mould continue to enjoy whatever ter- 


ratification of the treaties : : 


That a ſecurity ſhould * giyen for the Dutch meer, 


4 
. 


And laſtly, That a 3 ſhould be given that the 


crowns of France and Spain - ſhould never be united on the 
| ſame head, 


As Prior nad no power to treat, and the French court 
would not readily agree to propoſitions which they deemed ; 
deſtructive to the trade of the kingdom, Menager, deputy to 


the city of Rouen, was ſent with full powers to London to 


treat with the En slim miniſtry. On the arrival of Menager 


the Queen commiſſioned the Duke of Queenſbury, the Earls 


of Jerley, Dartmouth, and Oxford, and Mr. St. John, ſe- 
eretary of ſtate, to treat. Certai preliminary articles, in 


| ſubſtance very much the ſame with thoſe which had had 


offered by Prior, were agreed to by the commiſſioners, ſigned 


by Menager, and afterwards by the Earl of Dartniouth and 


Mr. 


. g - 
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Wirn a view to a negociation, the miniſtry had removed 
Viſcount Townſhend from the office of ambaſſador to the 


e ee and had given it to the Earl of Strafford, 4 
nobleman of moderate abilities, but of high tory principles, 


and a declared enemy to the intereſts of the Duke of Marl- 


borough. Strafford was now diſpatched. to the Hague, with 


poſals of peace made by the court of France, to fignify the 
Queen's approbation, and to propoſe a plave: where the 0 
3 ſhould aſſemble. 


Tr E eee far from ee with the pacific 


meaſures of the Britiſh miniftry, ſent over Buys as envoy . 


extraordinary to the court of Great-Britain, with directions 
either to cajole the Queen and her miniſtry into an altera- 


tion of their reſolutions, or, with the afliſtance of a popular 


ery, to tetrify them into a continuance of the war. Buys 
on his arrival found the temper of the multitude very favor- 


able to the laſt of theſe inſtructions. The return of Prior, 


accompanied by Menager, had been accidentally diſcovered ; 


the whigs took the alarm; a jealouſy, that the ſafety and in- 


tereſts of Great-Britain and her allies were to. be ſacrificed to 
Vor. I. Kn | — the 


orders to communicate to the penſionary Heinffius the pro- 
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Lerras Iv. the views of the e began to ſpread 3 and ahi Count 
Gallas, the I mperial miniſter, publiſhed the preliminary ar- 


* 
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The Hip of Rglan, from rhe Fl, 


ticles in a news-paper, as an appeal from the government to 


the people, they were in general regarded as captious, inſi- 
dious, and inſufficient, and the peace to be en from 
them unſafe and diſhonorable. 


Bus, finding his remonſtrances to the government vain, 
uſed all his art to the fomenting the diſcontents of the pub- 
lic; he invited all malecontents, whether Britiſh or foreign- 
ers, to his table; he declaimed againſt the Queen and. her 
miniſters, as traitors to their country, enemies to the confe- 


derates, and penſioners to F. rance; he connected himſelf inti- 


mately with the Baron de Bothmar, the envoy of the Elector 
of Hanover ; and. this miniſter, at the perſuaſion of Buys 


and ſeveral leaders of the whig faction, „ preſented a ſtron 8 


memorial againſt the preliminaries i in the name of his maſ- 
ter; the Elector himſelf, in a letter to the Earl of Oxford, 


expreſſed a high diſapprobation of the projected peace; the 


Emperor followed his example, and likewiſe ſent letters . 


all the circles of Germany, requeſting and requiring the 


Princes to adhere to his cauſe, 7 


As the proſecution of the war was for the avowed end of 
enlarging the dominions of this prince; his vehemence can 
| | 755 


| Revolution to the profent Time. 


be no matter * ſurptice: 7 however, the Britiſh 7 were 
not to be ſhaken from their purpoſes, either by the eager re- 


2 
preſentations of the allies, the intrigues of their miniſters, 


or the murmurs df the people. The Earl of Strafford de- 
5 manded the immediate concurrence of the States, and de- 
clared, that his miſtreſs would look upon any delay on their | 


part as an abſolute refuſal to eue with her propoſition. 


F INDING that the Queen perſiſted i in . denial to concert 


any plan for the proſecution of the war, till they agreed to 


open the conferences of peace, the States at length yielded 


to a current they could no longer oppoſe, and agreed to- open 
the conferences at Utrecht, on the firſt day of January, ſe- 


venteen hundred and eleven: paſſports were granted to the 


French miniſters; and the Queen appointed Robinſon, biſhop 
of Briſtol, and the Earl of Strafford, her plenipotentiaries at. 


the congreſs. 


WL 8 the miniſtry, by a ſteady perſeverance, were la- 


boring to overcome the obſtinacy of the allies, they met with 
a very unexpected oppoſition at home: the Earl of Notting- 
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ham, on his being diſappointed of the 'office of preſident of 


the council on the death of the Earl of Rocheſter, ſuffered 
his reſentment to get ſo far the better of his party principles 


. 
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: 1. Hifory of ber e the 
as to hide the whigs, whom he. hated, in oppoſition to 


3 


meaſure which his opinion led him highly to approve. 


Wurn a motion was made and ſeconded for an addreſs of 
thanks to the Queen for the ſteps ſhe had taken towards a 


ſafe and honorable peace, the Earl of Nottin gham ſtood up, 


and after endeavoring in a long and labored fpeech to ſhew 
the inſufficiency of the terms of the preliminaries, he con- 


cluded with offering a clauſe to be inferted in the addreſs, 


that no peace could be ſafe and honorable whilſt Spain and. 


the Weſt-Indies ſhould be continued to c danch of the 


1 of Bourbon. 


Tus motion, calculated to break all the meaſures of the 
miniſtry, was carried by ſix voices: it was obtained by the 


ſacrifiee of principle i in the whigs, who agreed to concur 


with the Earl of moan gham in his favorite bill againft oc- 
caſional conformity, on the plea that it would preſerve the 


" Earl's reputation with the church party, and perhaps induce 
them to concur in the ſcheme of overturning the miniſtry. 
This bill, which had three times paſſed the Commons, and 
had as often been flung out by the Peers, now found a paſ- 

ſage through both houſes without oppoſition: the diſfenters 

petitioned in vain for redreſs; they had the mortification to 


5 . 5 5 | 4 
* 


find 


* 


ſtructed the view of; power. e e hi 
Ix a queſtion i concerning the privileges of the 
Peers of Scotland, as limited by the articles of the union, 
the oppoſition found freſh matter to triumph over the court. 
The Duke of Hamilton having been created a peer of Gteat- 
Britain, by the title of the Duke of Brandon, claimed his 
place in that quality in the houſe of Lords: the acquieſcing 
conduct of the ſixteen Peers rendered it a matter of great 
conſequence to the government to ſupport a nn which 
the lawyers deemed an undeniable prerogative of the crown : 
however, it was argued on the other fide, that the preroga- 
tive Saks not operate againſt an act of parliament; that the 
nion had made all the Peers of Scotland Peers of 


Great · Britain i in every reſpect, except in voting in the houſe of 
Lords, or fitting in judgment on a Peer; that having tranſ· 
ferred their right of voting to ſixteen of their own number, 


* 


they had all the portion of the legit 
to poſſeſs ; and that their being received into the houſe in 
any other way than by election, was to give them the double 

privilege of being preſent i in their own perſons, and in thoſe 
of their repreſentatives: forther It was urged, that, conſider- 
ing the poverty of the Scotch nobility, a miniſter would 
have no dau in ein a a in the houſe of 
N 3 Lords 
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Wuen the matter came to a final vote, the queſtion was 
carried againſt the court by five voices ; but this was the laſt 
triumph of the party; for the miniſter, driven to extremities 
by the loſs of the firſt queſtion, had recourſe to an expedient 
which no argument drawn from convenience or neceſſity can 
in any reſpect juſtify: to gain a certain majority in the houſe 
of Lords, twelve Commoners of the tory intereſt were created 
Peers, January the ſecond; at the ſame time that they were 
introduced, the Lord Keeper delivered to the houſe a meſſage 
from the Queen, defiring them to adjourn till the fourteenth 

of the month: the anti-courtiers alledged, that the Queen : 
could not ſend a meſſage to any one houſe to adjourn without 
ſending it to both ; a debate enſued, and was terminated i in 
favor of the court. by the weight of the new Peers. 


* 


On the plea of neceſſity, Swift, in his hiſtory of the laſt 
four years of Queen Anne, has ſaid ſome plauſible things; 
but the good ſenſe of this author, if diveſted of prejudice, 
would have led him to have ſeen and diſcarded ſuch fallacies: 
the only plea for ſuch an expedient, and it is a very bad one, 
is cowardice: if the peace was a neceſſary and advantageous 

| meaſure, the Queen ought to have exerted her prerogative on 
3 e e ee : the 


* 


en of the public 35 and as 'the hopſe of Commons 
were ſtrenuous, and almoſt unanimous in ſupport of the ſyſ- 
tem of politics adopted by the court, it rendered the mini- 
fer more inexcuſable in ſetting a precedent of a nature ſo 
deſtructive, that it plainly ſhewed the prerogative to 
dead weight i in the ſcale of the conſtitution; that its boaſted, | 


balances had no real exiſtence; and, provided any degree of 


i 


1 


14 


virtue was left i in 1 the nation, and Englithmen had underſtood 
the rationality of thoſe prinoiples they are always talking on, 
they would, undoubtedly, have taken of the head of the 
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trealurer, a as an antidote to the poiſon. 1 9 
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Tur government made ue of the advantages. they 


acquired by the abuſe of the prerogative to retaliate on the 
enemy: the Duke of M arl borough,was the victim on which 
the ven geance of the miniſter more ſeverely fell; he had en- 


1 


couraged the allies i in their oppoſition. to the peace; in order 
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to ſtrengthen the oppolition, and animate the mob to vio- 


lence, he had invited over Prince Eugene, with new propo- 
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fals fi from the Emperor; 3 and, it is faid, he had parted with 
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ſome of his immenſe treaſure to gain votes in the upp 
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houſe, 5 
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The Riu of England, fron rhe 


- Wuzx' miniſters are in diſgrace with the Sovereign, par- 

laments are encouraged. to exerciſe their duty in enquiries 
into abuſes. . The commiſſion for the examination of the 
public accounts had already fixed. ; diſgrace. on the Earl of 
Godolphin: in their, report made to the Commons on tlie 
twenty-firſt; of December, 1711, was contained the depoſition 
of Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, charging the Duke of Marl- 


borough, and Cardonnel his ſecretary, of various pecula · 


tions; with having received a yearly ſum from. Sir Solomon, 
concerned i in the contract for furniſhing the army with bread; 


with the! havin g obtained of the Queen ten thouſand pounds 


108. 


2 year to defray the expence. of intelligence ; and to have = 


: pocketed a deduction of two and a half - -per cent. ont the 


pay of the foreign troops maintained by England. The Duke 


111113 7% 9 


alledged, in his juſtification, thay d the preſent, from the Jew 


was a cuſtomary perquilite, which had always been enjoyed 


by the general of the Dutch army; 1 that the dedu@tion of two 
and a half per cent. was granted to him by an expreſs war- 


0.21 5, 07 01 gory 544 1 } cal zi — 
rant from her Majeſty; and hat al the articles of the c arge 


+ joined together « did not amount to thirty thouſand pounds, y 


#1979819; WAL 


ſum much inferior to that which had been allowed to King 


ITT 


William fe for comingeniies; 1 that the money was 'expended i in 


2 


precüring inteln gence, * which was ſo Gi ” that the Duke 


was never ſurpriſed ; that none of his parties were ever in- 
„ tercepted 


1 
741 * 
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| tercepted or cut off, and all his deſigns were wth theſe means Levren Iv, 
ſo well concerted that he never once miſcarried. U 36%: 


Tus reaſoris, my friend, would have been ſufficient to PET 

have ſatisfied any houſe of Commons who were not ſtimu- 
lated with ſtronger incentives than thoſe of doin g juſtice to 

the public ; however, it muſt be acknowledged, that they | 
were hardly plauſible; that the money expended in ſecret 
ſervice ſhould have been defrayed by the Duke, and the public 
afterwards charged with the account. Perſons i in great offices 
ought to keep very clear of all practices which are mean and 
mercenary; ſuch actions ſet a very bad example to thoſe in 
more inferior ſtations; the public becomes to be regarded as 
public ſpoil; the great villains wink at the peculations of 


the ſmall ones; the evil increaſes from age to age; and 


thus, as we have ſeen in our days, the community is robbed 
* every individual wy in her ſervices tid ak) 


Tux Duke of A ropteſekrations in the preſent 
caſe were of no avail; it was voted by a large majority, that 
his practices had been unwarrantable and illegal, and that the 
deduction was to be accounted for as public money. 


- 


* a 


ox the ſtrength of theſe reſolutions the Queen declared in 


council her determination to diſmiſs the Duke of Marlbo- 
Vo, bo -— IL — rough, 
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2 , 


. 


A be . Jr of Baglond from the 


rough from all his employments ; a meſſage was s accordin gly 


ſent to him to this purport; and moreover, the Attorney⸗- 


general had orders to proſecute the Duke for the money he 
had deducted, which, according to Swift, amounted to an 


immenſe ſum, enough to ruin any other private perſon ; 


however, as it was only intended as a curb,. the proceſs was 


ſo moderately purſued, that it was kept dependent during the 
Queen' s life, in order to be revived or . accordi ng to 
the behavior of the defendant, 5 | 


WaAaryoLE had _ diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a warm par- 


tiſan of the whig intereſt ;" it was for this reaſon that advan- 


tage was taken of ſome clandeſtine | practices, in which he 
was concerned as ſecretary at war, with regard to the fo- 
rage contract 1 in Scotland. Walpole was voted guilty of cor- 
ruption, impriſoned in the Tower, and expelled che houſe. 


On being rechoſen by the borough of Lynn Regis, a petition 
was lodged againſt him, and the Commons voted him inca- 


pable of being elected a member to ſit in the preſent parlia- 


ment. This ſeverity proceeded from the rage and violence 
of party; had it had a higher motive, it would have been 
commendable ; inquiſitors into public abuſes can hardly err 
by their rigidneſs; the terror of puniſhment without the 
hope of pardon is neceſſary to guard the public from e 


tion and unnumbered frauds, N . 


: TE 
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THz vengeance of the miniſtry did not ſtop with indivi- Lr I. 


duals; they employed their influence in the lower houſe to 


mortify the Dutch, who had entered into a variety of cabals 


to overturn the new adminiſtration; for this purpoſe the 


treaty concluded with the States by Lord Townſhend after 
the conferences at Gertruydenberg, and nominated the bar - 
rier treaty, was laid before the Commons: as the States by 
this treaty bound themſelves to maintain with their whole 
force the Queen's title, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion, the 


| miniſterial party very juſtly affirmed, that England was diſ- 


graced in engaging other nations to interfere in internal re- 


gulations, and authoriſing foreign powers to interpoſe in Bri- 


tiſh councils. Angry votes paſſed on ſeveral other articles 


4. the treaty, and theſe were di gelted into a long ee 


| tation, in which the Commons averred, 


4 
1 


That England during the war had been overcharged nine- 
teen millions; a circumſtance which Singles miſmanagement 
or fraud i in the late rt 115 | | 


That the States had been deficient in | their Aipulated quotas 
both by land and ſea, ſometimes no leſs * two thirds, 
and ee more than half: 


f 


— 
* © 
3 


That 
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Tb t they had not ales o with an and; condition of ; 
a treaty, that they ſhould bid all . and commerce | 


with Frances 77 + 8 1757 


* 3 
. 


That ths: very veſting! of the war in ane had 
brou n, an om ſhare of the burthen on En gland: 


That chough the Rupee and the Srates-General were 


equal parties in the treaty with the King of Portugal, yet 


the Emperor neither furniſhing his third part of the troops 
and ſubſidies ſtipulated for, nor the Dutch conſenting to 


take an equal ſhare of his Imperial majeſty's defect on them- 
ſelves, the government of England had been obliged to fur- 
8 niſh two thirds of the entire ara e IP! that (rice: - 


That ever ſince the year ſeventeen hundred and fix, when 


the Engliſh and Dutch! forces marched out of Portugal into 


Caſtile, the States-General had entirely abandoned the war 


in Portugal, and left the Queen to proſecute it ſingly at her 
own 2 whoſe opal endeavors for the api and 
that; prince, who, notwithſtanding a ſubſidy paid him for 
the purpoſe, had fallen tort fiftcen thouſand men of. tag i ſti- 
Fer quota: 


- — ſt 
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bat in Spein the war had been yet more edu lin Lerrzi IV. 
burthenſome to the Queen than in any other branch of it; | 
that being commenced without any treaty whatſoever, the 

allies had almoſt wholly declined taking any part of it upon 

themſelves ; ; and although the undertaking was entered upon 

at the particular and earneſt requeſt of the Imperial court, „ 
and for a cauſe of no leſs importance and concern to them 5 
than the reducing the Spaniſh monarchy to the houſe of 
Auſtria, yet neither the late Emperors, nor his preſent Im- 
perial Majeſty, had ever any forces there on this account, till 
the laſt year, and then oply one regiment of foot, confiſting 
of two * A | 

That by theſe — ſum of three millions ſeven hun- a 

dred and fix thoufand four hundred and ninety-four pounds, 

the charge of this kingdom at the commencement of the a 
wall had amounted to above one millions yearly: ” 


That thek: a exertions had vhs | very unhappy 

in their event, and what was intended to ſhorten the war 

had proved the very cauſe of its long continuance, for thoſe 

to whom the profits had accrued had not been diſpoſed eaſily | 

to forego them; the true reaſon why many had delighted 
in a war which brought in ſo rich a harveſt youly n | | ” 
Great-Britain. „„ „ 0 


5 1 5 * — 1 
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LITE IV. 


The Hi 2 of Rreland, 2 the 


1 N regard t to the barrier which the- treaty . to the 


States, the Commons obſerved, that ſeveral towns were to 
be put into the hands of the Dutch, which could i in no nb 


be looked updn as a part of a barrier againſt F rance; but 


being the keys of the Netherlands towards Britain, muſt 


make the trade of the Queen's ſubjects in thoſe parts preca- 


rious, and, whenever the States thought fit, they would be 
totally excluded from it : 


That i in caſe of a rupture or an attack, the states bad full 


liberty allowed them to take poſſeſſion of all the Spaniſh 


Netherlands; and this article was. ſo negligently framed, that 


ſhould' they quarrel ever with her Maj eſty, the riches, 
ſtrength, and advantageous fituation of thoſe countries might 


_—_ made uſe of againſt the Queen, without whoſe generous 


and powerful aſſiſtance they had never been conquered : 


That the treaty in queſtion, inſtead of confirmin g the rights 


of the ſubjects of the crown of Great- Britain, it ſurrendered 
and deſtroyed them, by giving to the Dutch equal advantages 
in the Spaniſh trade which the Engliſh enjoyed. 8 


Tuls long repreſentation ended in declarin g. that the Lord 
Viſcount Townſend had not any orders or authority for con- 
cluding ſeveral of the articles which were moſt prej udicial 
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to the Queen's ſubjects, and for this reaſon the Commons 


a 


LyTTBR IV. 


” declared the ſaid ambaſſador, who negociated and ſigned, and 


all others who adviſed the ratifyin 8 the RAVE: enemies to 
the Queen and 1 


Tur States, alarmed at the repreſentation, drew up a large 
memorial in vindication of their proceedings during the war, 
and it was publiſhed in one of the Engliſh papers ; it was 

voted by the Commons a falſe, ſcandalous, and malicious 
libel, reflecting upon the reſolutions of the houſe, and, ac- 
cording to ſome arbitrary and unconſtitutional precedents, 
the printer and publiſher were taken into cuſtody as * of 


a breach of ** 


Fon this complete triumph the miniſtry were much in- 


debted to the able pen of Dr. Swift, who, in a pamphlet 


called The Conduct of the Allies, furniſhed the tory mem 


bers with arguments which were too ſtrong to be refuted, and 
which produced the repreſentation mentioned above. 


Tur triumph of the miniſtry was for a ſhort time inter- 


rupted by the ſeceſſions of the Scotch peers, who had taken 
high umbrage at what they termed a- refuſal of their un- 


doubted right : the whigs took advantage of their abſence, 


and carried a vote that an addreſs ſhould be preſented to the 
Queen, 
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Lien Iv, Queen, Ggnifying the indignation of the houſe” again the 
terms offered by the French King, with a promiſe to affiſt 
her Majeſty with their lives and fortunes in 1 the 
war with the utmoſt vigor. 


Tur miniſter had now a full opportunity to know the 


value of the Scotch Peers; happily their obſtinaey gave way 


to the earneſtneſs of the court; they were induced to reſume 


their ſeats, and their weight turned again the balance in fa- 
vor of the miniſtry. 


 Wmirst the court were thus removing every obſtacle in 
the way of peace, the whigs were amuſing themſelves with 
a variety of projects to re-eſtabliſh their power and conſe- 


quence. Ina cabal, compoſed of Prince Eugene of Savoy, 


the Duke of Marlborough, Baron Bothmar, and other lea- 
ders of the party, it was ; propoſed to raiſe the mob, ſeize the 
| Queen's perſon, and, with the aſſiſtanee of the Dutch, pro- 


duce another revolution in favor of the Elector of Hanover: 


all theſe propoſals were the mere effuſion of diſappointed 


ambition, and very harmleſs in their confequences ; for no 


two- of the: conſpirators, if they deſerve that appellation, 


could agree on either the manner or the means to avenge the 
whig cauſe: 5 however, theſe imprudent converſations effec- 


tually ſer ſter, who, baving obtained certain in- 


formation 


. 
e 
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"DE 5 hte Po 1 5 1 
Prince Eugene, in the name of : 1 
offered to make up his troops in that kingd 5 5 5 5 

ſand men, was treated with ſuch contempt by the | 11 | 
ft the kingdom ; | . 8 ; 

0 tetrors which the inn 


Ir was not from the w t the treaſurer me 7 * 
with oppoſition which often threatened the diſconcerting aff IL. 
his plans: ſeveral zealous members of the tory party were FE - 28 
highly diſgu the management of the court, on fuf- n : 
fering individuals to eſcape puniſhment who had been ſti g = 
matiſed by the Commons as guilty of capital crimes 75 they 5 1 „ 
themſelves into a junto, which went under the a- . PR 
pellation- of the tory club, and b in a bill into the *** 
houſe of Commons, appointing commiſſlioners to examine 0 
into the value of all lands, and other intereſts granted by the _ | 1 1 5 q | 
crown fince the year | lat , 
ſuch- grants hed been made. e Ono. ee i: 0 
Vor. I. . . | 7 1 | 


3 


* 
— 


dtath, who was repreſented to be in a bad ſtate of health, or 


former precedents that the court would certainly oppoſe all 
ſteps towards a reſumption of grants; and thoſe who were 


: apprehenſive that the treaſurer inclined the ſame way, pro- 
poſed the bill ſhould be tacked to another for raiſing a fund 


dom ſquare with the intereſt of a miniſter: the treaſurer, 


of promiſes that himſelf and the Queen's ſervants would uſe 


reſtoring peace at Utrecht were opened on the eighteenth of 


n 


The Hj Nom of Englond, fron the 


Tur nates country intereſt, flips Swift, was amen ſet 


upon paſſing, this bill; they had conceived an opinion from 


by duties upon ſoap and paper. The redreſs of abuſes ſel- 


alarmed at a meaſure which might give ſome delay to the 
ſupplies, and endanger the good correſpondence which ſub- 
ſiſted between both houſes, by the means of intreaties, and 


their utmoſt credit to help forward the bill, if ſent up ſingly, 
he prevailed with the leaders of the party to drop the meaſure 


of a tack, the bill was ſent up ſingly, and, for very obvious 
reaſons of intereſt, was rejected by the Lords. 


DvuxinG theſe domeſtic tranſactions, the conferences for 
January, ſeventeen hundred and twelve. 


Tus States, who were in hopes that parties in England 
would take ſome turn in their favor, either by the Queen's 


by the ſucceſsful cabals of their friends the whigs , or by the 
vigorous 
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LINE 


vigorous and ſucceſsful mecaſores of the enſuing campaign, Lerrat Iv. 
ſtill refuſed to come into the Queen' s terms: the unexpected 


death alſo of all the King of France's children and grand- 


| children, except one male infant, for a time ſuſpended the 


concluſion of a treaty, which, for different reaſons, was fought 


this ſeeming difficulty was eaſily ſurmounted; a courier was 


with equal eagerneſs by the courts of Fi rance and England: 
but as every obſtacle to the carryin g any favorite point in 


view always produces an equal degree of ardor 1 in the purſuit, 


immediately ſent to France to demand, as a neceſſary pre- 


Philip, and regiſtered in the different parliaments of F rance; 


vious ſtep to a ſeparate treaty, that a proper ſecurity ſhould 


be given that the kingdoms of France and Spain ſhould neyer 


become united under one head: a renunciation was ſent by 


a meaſure which was never 1 for other purpoſe than 


to amuſe the people of England; for the Marquis de Torcy 


frankly owned that Philip's renunciation was neceſſarily void, 


as being contrary to the fundamental laws and conſtitutions 


| — the F rench a mel, 


Wr1LsT the Engliſh miniſtry were thus taking every ne- 
ceſſary meaſure to ſecure the peace, their opponents, the 


whigs, were no leſs vigilant in their endeavors to fruſtrate a 


meaſure principally intended to eſtabliſh the power of their 
enemies, and, as many ſuppoſed, to pave the way for the 


1 reſtoration 
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That in her intended treaty with France the had ſcoured 
| the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and that the Pretender would be 


removed from the French dominions: 
That it was determined that the Duke of Anjou ſhould 
renounce for himſelf and his deſcendants. all claim to the 
crown of France, fo that the two mona 
ever divided: 6; To 255 | 
bhe informed them, that a treaty: of commerce en 


juſted; but proviſion was made that England ſhould enjoy 


- 


the ſame privileges that F rance granted to the moſt favored 


nations: 1 | a 


* 


5 * 
4 


— 


That the F rench King had agreed to make an abſolute 
ceſſion of the iſland of St, Chriſtopher's, which had hit 


| ivided between the two nations: 
; : N t | 


1 ſtreights of Hudſon; to deliver the iſland of Newfoun | x. 3102100510008 


with Placentia; fo cede Anapolis, with the reſt of Arca et no 15 4 ö I 
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| Weſt-Indies might be ſettled as it was in the reign of his 


- 


_ catholic majeſty: ang , on - 
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tract, for furniſhing the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies w | | 1 

| | Weſt-Indies w 3 


* 


for the term of thirty years, in the ſame manner as it had — 1 
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| Rhine the barrier of the em pire; to yield Briſac⸗ Fort Kehl, 1 „„ mn 


and Landau, and rage all the fortreſſes both on the other ſide 5 . 
of the Rhine and in the iſland eels Sf ot nn age » EO 


on the footing of the treaty of Weſtphalia: 7 on 8989898 
chat the Spaniſh Netherlands; WET 
and Sardinia, the duchy of Milan, and the | 98 1 
Imperi i rl 
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Letra IV.  Imperie ue. 1 FO alfa, of a, Was not yet 
| That the, FRA of POL States-General, mth te to 
commerce, and the Low Countries, would be granted with a 
few exceptions, which might be SO. by other ex- 
: en 15 
| That no great progreſs had yet been made on the preten- 
S ſions of Portugal, but that the of Pruflia would be admit- 
ted by France : : 


That the differeies between the barrier Jimahded by 4 the 
Duke of Savoy in the year ſeventeen hundred and nine, and 
that which France now offered, was very inconſiderable: 


That the Elector Palatine was to maintain 5 -peldhne 
rank among the Electors: c 56307 hot are 


That France cid acknowledge the electoral ae in 
the houſe of Hayover. 4 1 


+ In the houſe of Commons, who were entirely at the de- 
votion of the miniſter, an addreſs of thanks was voted, with- 
out one diſſenting voice. The Lords adjourned the buſineſs 


| PE party cxeribd: their wane powers to Atrlchk c uh 

cate the propoſed terms of peace. The Duke of Marlbo : F 7 
rough aſſerted, that the meaſures purſued for a year paſt were N e Es * 
r A ne 


I lies; ; that they ſullied the triumphs and glories of her reign, 


and would render the Engliſh name odious to all nations: . : 5 
and the Earl of Godolphin affirmed, that the trade to Spain 5 1 
was ſuch a trifle that it deſerved no conſideration, and that it > 2 £0 
would continually diminiſh until it was entirely. engroſſed by „ 1 | 
the French merchants. The grand confederacy, ſaid others TY a 
who argued on the fame fide of the queſtion, was intended | | 


to depreſs the exorbitant power of F rance by the acceſſion of - 
a prince of the houſe of Bourbon to the throne of Spain; 
but by the preſent treaty, that power is left in the ſame ſtate „5 4 
as when hoſtilites commenced: the renunciation offered by © 1 = 
Philip i is rather a ridicule than any ſerious propoſal; the pro- 1 „ | | 
miſes and oaths of princes are but weak obſtacles in the way TW. : 2 4 
of their ambition: France herſelf has been ſo juſt as to own, ö 1 
that any agreement of a prince to break the ſueceſſion fra 9 
i crown is nugatory, as being contrary to the fundamental N : 4 
laws of the kin gdom; ; ſhould King Fail (think! e oo 1 , 
bound by his own renunciation, neither his poſterity nor the 1 „ 1 
French nation will allow, that he has a power to extend te VVV | 
obligation beyond his own Ae and however infignificand | 4 
„ 155 „ a Ho 5 
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93 that 


matter is reg 
crown is deem 


| Int return to theſe objections, the co 


* 


when the war began, 


* 


that prince had en 


houſe of Au 


with another eye in France, 


the firſt link of 


commencement: of the war the face 
of things was totally changed; that France, broken by a 
of. ancommet misfortunes, had ceaſed to be dan ge- 
rous ; that in the preſent Nate of affairs freſh ex 
meaſures were not only proper, but even neceſſary; that 


ients and 


{A 


Charles the Third was only a 
Without, a revenue, without power, and 


that tke caſe was now much altered, as 


4 


WIA: dominions of the 


— 


would be the 3 of ly to revive in the 10 of the 


preſent. Emperor the power which e 


— 


the Emperor, the ſucceſs would'at-beſt be doubtful; that it 
be extremely idle and highly 
and: treaſuro on an 


ti * et deſtroy that very balance hor: which the Litres Iv. 
maritime powers had ſo long contended with the houſe of 
Bourbon ; that as to Philip's renunciation, though A ſlender - 
thing i in itſelf, it derived great force from the efforts of thoſe nm 
who were to enjoy its benefits; that, as matters were ſituated, 
the beſt means had been uſed to anſwer the end for which 
| the war was begun; that there was at preſent but a bare poſ- 
- Gbilicy that the ſucceſſion of France ſhould fall to the ſhare 
of the King of Spain ; but that there was a certainty of pre- 
ſent danger from the union of the Spaniſh monarchy to the 
power of the houſe of Auſtria, ſtrengthened by the influence 
derived by that Ne from. an veloped . of 
the Imperial crown. FI | ; 


IT was in this manner, my Sons that the miniſtry cc com- 
bated the attacks of heir adverſaries ; 3 their endeavors met \ 
with ſucceſs : but! believe you are too well acquainted with - 
the temper of the Britiſh parliament, for this century paſt, to 
_ ſuppoſe it was conviction, and not party and intereſt, which 
biaſſed their judgment. As the oppoſition in the houſe of 
Lords found it was im poſſible to prevent an addreſs, fimilar To 7 | 
to that which had been ſent up by the Commons, they en- „„ ; Se, 3 
deavored to clog it with an amendment, and propoſed : an ad- 5 „ 
dittion to the motion for obtaining the guarantee of the allies | 
to the treaty; but upon a TON it was rejected by a great | 3 
Vor. , majority: 


258 
Lavra IV. majority: nd to carry the triumphs WT the, 


The H; 2 97 England, 


farther, a proteſt, entered by ſeveral Lords upon the 2 5 „ 
was, after a warm debate, expun ged out of the books of 


the houſe, | e e 4 abr tg ee OTE et 


4 


Tur tory . Reben canifeſted: theis ſiren 8 this ſeſ- 


: 8605 4 in repealing the act of naturalization, which, as it 
brought a great number of foreign proteſtants into the king- 


dom, was generally reprobated by the whole body as an ac- 
ceſſion of ſtrength to the diſſenting intereſt. A bill paſſed 


both houſes, with little oppoſition, for granting a toleration 
to all ſuch as ſhould uſe the liturgy of the Engliſh church in 


Scotland, with a clauſe which required the civil magiſtrate 


to execute none of the ſentences of the judicatory of the 


church of Scotland: by another a, the courts of judicature 


were commanded to diſcontinue their fitting during ſome 


days at Chriſtmas : and by a third, patronages, which had 


been aboliſhed by Kin 8 William, were > reſtored. 


Tux Scotch clergy were vehement i in their com plaints and 


| petitions on theſe ſubjects, and with ſome Juſtice complained, 


that ſuch an invaſion on the church of Scotland was no ſmall 
breach of the union between both kin gdoms. 


| # 
8 | 


WuHIzsT 


V Mer the whigs were Fun ee weak, but esel Lurreon w. —— 
efforts, to diſappoint the intentions of the court, the mi- 1 e ow. 1 
niſtry were taking bold, yet effectual meaſures, to ſecure „„ 85 1 ry b 
ſucceſs. The Duke of Ormond, to whom the command op hs A 

the Britiſh troops was given on the diſmifſion of the -— „ - I 
of Marlborough, had orders not to co-operate with the allies „„ N 8 0 8 a 


in any military manceuvre of importance, leſt that a battle, 1 5 3 
either gained or loſt, ſhould, by raiſing the power of one ſide F 3 J 
or the other, give a check to the execution of the plan of pa- : ; 0 
cification ſettled between the courts of England and France, x TT 


* 5 | 1 5 23 f 4 
: 4 | E 2 


Tus conduct of the Queen had occaſioned the French to 
take the field with confidence and gaiety: but how great, my f | 
friend, muſt you imagine were the indignation and reſent- BE as | 
ment of both parties, when it was found'that by the intrigues a 1 
of the Duke of Marlborough the foreign troops in int = 
pay r refuſed to nen the en of their ee 
Tur principal terms of the ceſſation which Kits doeh 
agreed on between the King of France and the Queen of 5 
Great-Britain, were, the delivery of Dunkirk, and the im- | | 
mediate confirmation of the renunciation made by King Phi- 
lip of his eventual ſucceſſion to the crown of F rance; but, 


* 
# 


to the great mortification of the miniſtry, Lewis abſolutely | 
refuſed to fend. directions for admitting the Britiſh troops „ 
Wee e et. MESSE IE L12 eee eee into 
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Tlłͥꝰ max rage of reſentment ſtrengthened the reſolution of the 
Qu Secretary St. John, by the expreſs < 
=. miſtreſs, wrote to the Marquis de Torcy, that the Queen 
J was reſolved to unite herſelf effectually to France; that, to 

8 5 ſhew the firmneſs of her mind and ſincerity of her inten- 
tions, the had commanded him to fignify to the miniſters 
were in the Britiſh pay, that 
HD 5 ſhould they perſiſt to ſeparate themſelves from her native 


55 from thoſe princes whoſe 


gp | troops, they ſhould expect no more of her money; and that 


5 1155 poſitive orders were in the mean time ſent to the Duke of 
| Ormond to ſeparate the Britiſh. forces from allies that neither 
1 deſerved nor ſhould receive her ſupporrt. 


Tux court of F rance | was too well convinced of the fin- 
cere intentions of the Queen and her miniſtry to ſtand long 
on ceremonials. On the twelfth of Hill took 

: 1 poſſeſſion of Dunkirk. The Duke of Ormond, implicitly 
© following the orders he had receiyed, detached himſelf from 
as allied army, and diceQting his route to Aveſne le Seiq, 
| declared at that. place a ſuſpenſion of arms; though denied 


| by the confederates. a paſſage through, Bouchain, Douay, 
_ | 1 ee poſſeſſion 


2 


5 8. ; f p | . 1 5 j 4 . 5 


the navigation of lerre⸗ V. 
the Lys and Scheld, became the umpire of the erations | %%% A I 
ike hs maths wins; 7 7 3 e „%% LR 0 


Ar run the ſeparation of the Britiſh troops, the Mareth lch! 


8 + 


de Villars ventured to attack the allied army: Prince Eugene. 
deceived by a feint, divided his forces i in order to firengrhen •˙ 


the Earl of Albemarle at Denain; but ſcarce had he quitted J 

his lines when they were. entered, almoſt without reſiſtance, 1 . „ | 

by the Count de Broglio: the German auxiliaries who oceu- | | i 

| pied the camp threw down their arms and fled; and te Fa Y 4 
French army, fluſhed with this unuſual ſucceſs, paſſed he W 

| Scheld, and were led by Villars againſt the camp of the Ear! Why - 30 


of Albemarle. The fortune of war had now chs | 
Albemarle's intrenchments were forced, one thouſand of his „ 
men were ſlain in the engagement and fl fifteen hundred „ 1 


were drowned in the Scheld, two thouſand five hundred fell 


into the hands of the victors, and amongſt the flain and the F | 

priſoners were many officers of great diſtinctio . 1 
No action of conſiderable importance happened either in . 5 

Ttaly, Spain, Dauphine, Savoy, or on the Rhine; enn F 


federates, thoroughly mortified by their diſgrace, began to Fete „ 


think ſcriouſly of accepting the terms of the plan of paci- EE a l 
fication which they had repeatedly re) jected with ſcorn, ; ö 
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Tur ii who i in the zenith of their power had wales 
15 with a haughtineſs which can hardly be Juſtified but 
on the principles of a due reſentment for his former conduct, 


were the firſt who ſolicited for the reviewal of the conferences 
at Utrecht; they were the firſt who ſigned the articles of the 
general treaty ; their example was ſucceſſively followed by 


the Duke of Savoy and the King of Portugal; and the Em- 
peror, finding himſelf incapable of ſingly ſupporting any 
military operations, agreed to the evacuation of Barcelona, 
and thus indirectly owned the title of Philip the Fifth. 


Ir was on the laſt day of March, 1713, that the peace of 


Utrecht, fo long in agitation, was figned by all the bellige- 
rant powers, Except the Emperor : it was highly approved 
by the parliament of England; but the whigs found in the 
. treaty of commerce very plauſible grounds for oppoſin g the 
court: it was affirmed by the party, that a trade with France 
would prove very prejudicial to the Engliſh woollen, ſilk, 


and paper manufactories, and, above all, to the commerce 
with Portugal, which brought annually much bullion into 
the kingdom. The friends of the miniſter endeayored to 
prove, that a great advantage would reſult to the nation from 


a free commerce with France, and deduced their arguments 


from an enumeration of the vaſt quantities of Britiſh com- 
modities exported to F rance before the laſt two wars. 
— — —— Trovon 


| Revolution to the 2 Time, ny ” 10 | | * wy, 
4 - Twovon is cannot be a truer te maxim n than chat lire Iv, f 
a a free commerce is the only ſource of opulence to a ſtate, 
and that every tax laid upon trade 1 is a very pernicious and g 
very heavy burthen on ſociety, yet the prejudices of the tra- 8 
ding part of the nation, the ſpirit of party, and ſome diſ. 
guſts which the treaſurer had given to the jacobite ines, | 
occaſioned a bill on the ſubject of the treaty of commerce 
to be rejected by nine voices; but this was the only point | 
that the whigs had bee ; 
yeterate conteſt, 4 


able to 85 neg a __ and 1 in- 


Tux Duke of Marlborough, conſcious that his intrigues: 
had laid him open to the power of his enemies, retired to 
the contin, t, , leaving in his fate a lively inſtance of the in- 
ſtability of any power which takes its riſe from the favor of ie 1 


princes: though ſupported by an exorbitant wealth, on the 


withdrawing of the Queen 8 friendſhip, and the depriving 
him of his offices, his numerous party ſuddenly dropped off; 
he dwindled into the littleneſs of becoming the member of a 
faction, and, according to Dean Swift, was found unable to 
bear this mortifying reverſe of fortune, giving way to the in- 


Jurious paſſions of rage, impatience, envy, ,and diſcontent. 


Goop and ill fortune, my friend, is often too equally _— 1 5 1 
fate of the wiſe and the fooliſh ; but it is the wiſe only who 9 5 
* | | | ; can . 


re Wifey of ee from the 


lerrin ry. can improve Seele circumſtances to the 55 point of 
ſucceſs. | The concluſion of the 7 and the approbation 

of the two houſes of parliament, which promiſed fair to efta- 

1 5 bliſh the power of the miniſtry, to ſecure the tory intereſt, 
iu to give ſome chance for the re- eſtabliſhment of the elder 

1 f | branch of the Stewart family to the throne of their anceſ- 
tors, was ſo far from producing any one of theſe effects, that 

it accelerated the triumph of the whigs, and the almoſt en- 

. | „„ tire excluſion of the tories from the departments of govern- 

| | | ment. The Earl of Oxford, who is repreſented by his rival 
ſecretary St. John to be a man of mean parts, of an irreſolute 

© temper, and a trimming diſpoſition, had offended all parties 
by the endeavors he had uſed to keep in with them all: to 

_ the jacobites he had held out the hopes of the reſtoration of 
their idol; to the tories, that he would take the proper 
means for the eſtabliſhing their power on a permanent baſis; 
and to the whigs, that his conduct was ſolely directed by the 
principle of ſecurin ag the ſucceſſion to the houſe of Har anover. 


| 1 Tuxsꝛ artifices for ſome time had produced their defired 
VVV e. of gaining a large body of men to ſupport the 
5 power of the troaſurer; but as all narrow ſchemes, ſooner 
or later, prove abortive in their end, each faction, as they 


found their hopes repeatedly diſappointed by the conduct of 
| eee from entertaining doubts, * to be clearly 
convinced 


tion to the brefent Time, 


; 0 of the duplicity of the Earl of Oxford's lavior.. Loreen Iv „ 4 : 4 
The concluſion of the peace was equally deſired by the tories 1 | 
and jacobites, as a neceſſary prelude to the accompliſhment e . 
of their views; and it was on this reaſon that they ſmothered . 1 Be DS — 
their reſen tment till. that * event had ny its — 
place. | ny op. %%% 8 | 


« Lone before the purport of the treaties could be 
« known,” ſays Bolingbroke, * thoſe whigs who had ſt | 
« out with us in 1710, began to relapſe back to their party: VV ; 
they had amongſt us ſhared the harveſt of a new miniſtry, | A 


* 


“ and, like prudent perſons, they took. meaſures i in time to 
have their ſhare in that of a new government. The 
15 whimſical, or the Hanover tories, continued zealous in 1 . q 
« appearance with us till the peace was nn _— 

4 people ſo eager for the concluſion of it; ſome of them Eo 1 
4 were in ſuch haſte, that they thought any peace preferable 

(4; to the leaſt delay, and omitted no inſtances to quicken 

6 their friends who were actors in it. As ſoon as the trea- 

e ties were perfected, and laid before the parliament, the * | 
1 ſcheme of theſe gentlemen began to diſcloſe itſelf entirely T . | nm 

* the love of the peace, like their paſſions, cooled by en- 1 
« joyment; they grew nice about | the conſtruction of the 


5 articles; could come up to no direct approbation; and 2, I 
60 being let i into the ſecret of what was to happen, would not | ; : 
Naw. _— Mm preclude - 

* _ | 


rer ra . * pine themſelves from the "glorious adrantags: of ning 
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« | 00: the ruins. of their friends, and of their 


1; Tur vs of the Sinica, 40 ta badneſs of is 
| « peace, were the two principles on which we were at- 

_ « tacked; on the firſt, the whimſical tories joined the whigs, 
. and declared directly againſt their party, although nothing 
, is more certain than that there was at that time no formed 
deſign in the party, whatever particular views ſame parti- 
« cular men might have. . his Wer, s acceſſion to the 
« throne.” 


Tuxer diviſions amongſt the friends to the peace were 
greatly increaſed, if they did not owe their riſe to the un- 
| ruly ambition of the Earl of Oxford and the Lord Viſcount 
Bolingbroke; the latter of theſe noblemen had long felt, 
with an impatient diſdain, the mortification of acting under 
a miniſter whole abilities he regarded as infinitely. inferior to 
his own; and the jealouſy of Oxford, which incited him 
to treat his rival with great neglect, and often to diſappoint 
him in matters of pecuniary intereſt, increaſed the reſent- 
ment of St. John to a height which at length overcame alt 
thoſe conſiderations of prudence and mutual ſafety, which 
had hitherto directed his conduct. Mrs. Maſham, by whoſe 
5 intereſt with the Queen the Earl of Oxford held fo high a 
place i in her confidence, Wa naw at N with the mini- 
=_ ter, 
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on being lik riſe thwarted i in the line of intereſt 3 ar Ti leres „ 125 | : 9 
the Queen, who could never ſce with any other eyes but with „ „ 


. of day! favorites, now began to obſerve the duplicity of CCI, 
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N very good grounds it is believed that Queen Anne al- 5 1 
ways entertained an inclination, and, towards the end of her — » 


life, a real deſign to ſet her brother on the throne, Dal- 1 8 ; 
rymple and Macpherſon aſſert, on the evidence of manu- V 1 


ſcripts ſaid to be found in the Jeſuits college at Paris, that . „ * 
this Princeſs actually made a kind of promiſe to her father JJ 4 
refign, if opportunity offered, the crown in his favor. The 1 
love of power, which is almoſt equally prevalent in every le ; 5 1 4 
character, prevented her from realiſing the aſſurances ſhe had „ - LT FE) 4 1 
given on this head; and whilſt her children lived the conti- „„ : g 
nued a ſteady friend to the Revolution. The politics of ; Y 1 . 
Anne, my friend, changed with her ſituation; ; when de- f . „ 
- prifed of the hopes of a ſucceſſion in the heirs of her . 'n ; #7 4 
body, ſhe became very ſolicitous for its eftabliſhment in the EE. 
en line, and, but for the fear of the loſs of power in 
her own perſon, would undoubtedly have taken vigorous ͤ᷑ 
ſures for the accompliſhment of her wiſhes. In a corre- ER 
ſpondence which ſhe held with her brother, after the dean 
of James, ſhe adviſes, as a neceſſary prelude to his reſtoration, . „ TED E 
that he would conform to the 1 of the church: the 
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Larrus | Iv. vive which this Prince made her, my friend, carries with 


it ſuch an appearance of candor, and contains. ſo ſenſible an 
obſervation, that I cannot forbear relating it to you: after 


5 affirming that he has ſo little prejudice againſt the religion 


of his country that he intended to carry along with him to 
the place of his exile a proteſtant clergyman to officiate to 


his proteſtant ſervants, and that when he ſhould be permitted 5 


to return to Great - Britain he would be ready to hear ſuch 


| arguments as might induce him to change his faith, he ob- 
ſerved, that it was even the intereſt of the people to have 


ſuch a Prince on the throne, whoſe religion would leſſen the 

power which the conſtitution had placed in his hands ; ; 4s, 
clared that he was ready to relinquiſh, during his own time, 
the prerogative of nominating. biſhops and appointing cler- 


gymen to livings; and from this inferred, that no danger 


conld. be apprehended by the eſtabliſhed, church. 
Rationas refle&ions, by 1 events which. 1 often 
carry with them the air of propheſy; and I may venture to 


pronounce that confidence on the religious principles of thoſe 


princes who. immediately ſucceeded Anne, and perhaps a very 


vain terror of popery, have been the leading cauſes which 


ve gained that unlimited influence in the crown, which 
w broken down and deſtroyed every conſti tutional barrier to 
the uncontrouled will of the 1 en. 
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Manx. ASSED with n iuneſtes, and ſenſible of. the 225 Iv. Ha 
2 of her conſtitution, the Queen, at the latter end of 
her life, began to form real deſigns of ſecuring the ſucceſſion” eo. 
to her brother. The Earl of Oxford, from timidity-or prin- 1 
| ciple, entered very coldly into the Queen” $ views, and, it is f „„ 
thought, betrayed | her counſels to the whigs; but Bolingbroke, e „ „ 
turning her prejudices to his own advantage, encouraged her f „„ = 
: with the moſt flattering hopes of ſucceſs. _ The frowardneſs. : Ts i” N 2 ; 
- of Oxford, who, from the moſt condeſcending complacency EEE. 
2 was grown turbulent, and very remiſs in the execution of ö 
the plans concerted in the cabinet, at length determined this 1 
timid Princeſs to break entirely with the treaſurer. On a e 
twenty-ſeventh of July, 1714, after a very acrimonious 8 5 
logue had paſſed between Mrs. Maſham and the Earl, he fy 7 1 
was deprived e of his ſtaff; but as this was a ſudden act, and 5 ; 
no plan was eſtabliſhed for ſup plyin & the vaca ney occaſioned f 
by his diſgrace, confuſion and diſorder enſued at court: the 
fatigue of attending a long cabinet council on the event, © 
with the altercation which paſſed between the miniſters at 
the board, affected the Queen' 8 ſpirits and conſtitution to 
ſuch a degree, that ſhe declared the could not outlive it, and 2 
was immediately ſcized with a a lethargic diſorder ; F by the . | 4 
commendation of her privy. council, in a tranſient interval oo - i 


of her lethargy, ſhe delivered the treaſurer 8 alf to the Duke 25 . 
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1 In 4 Vit | my friewd , which touches ſo near to the pre- 
. ent times, it is not ſafe for an hiſtorian to draw a very juſt 
and accurate deſcription of the principal perſons who figured 
on the ſtage of life; but as you are fond of my characters, 
1 will for once depart from the rule I have ſet myſelf in 


writing this part of our annals, and give you as juſt A no- 
1 the character 


tion as I can of the capital lines which fo 


of Anne, 


lhe medium of party, ich either diſtorts or leffens 
obj ects accordin: g to the prej judices of the obſerver, repreſents 
this Princeſs as adorned with every quality which form the 
excellence of a a chriſtian character; and, on the other ſide, as 
2 weak, ſuperſtitious bigot, diveſted of thoſe principles of 
common reaſon and in tellect which are abſolu tely neceſſary 
4 to give exiſtence to any virtue either of the head « or ow TT. 


or all the Princeſſes 7 the Stewart line, perhaps there 
were 1 none whole intentions were better towards promoting 
the good of the ſociety the governed, than Queen Anne; . 
her natural capacity was narrow, and ke education illiberal: 


far from being able to comprehend the art of government, 
eee . 
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and the political happineſs of ſociety, by Lavren lv. : VVV 


acity was not ſufficient to 


very few, her nat 007 3 
with ſucceſs and with reſpe&t the œconomy of a prises a 


tw gr 4 . «; e. 


vorites, and a victim to her + the was cs foot-ball.. %%% a of 


ion, 


of all who had an opportunity dvantage 5 N 5 
weakneſſes, for the promoting their private views. The vices : CV 8 3 
of her reign were the vices of thoſe by whom ſhe was go- 5 i 20 N ; 
| verned ; and the virtues of her heart only rendered her a more 1 „ 4 


| eaſy dupe to the niſter ſchemes of her counſellors. In Wart. . — ol 


5 . 3 1 
3 7 


4 my friend, ſhe was a glaring example to ſhew the tickliſn 5 „ 
ſtate in which ſociety is involved, whoſe welfare depends on : „ | 
the conduct of an individual; ſince a high ſhare of virtue and. „„ 5 bn 
underſtand in g. thoſe choiceſt heaven, are diff 55 ' 
by the Creator with fo ff ws f 
few individuals i in any age whom we can in this r „ 1 5 


as the favorites of heaven. ZZ u Dag Sogn RE = 
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LzrrER V. 
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ei ations of the Queen, or wh atever im portant 
conſequences i in favor of the hereditary line the daring con- 
duct and ambitious ſpirit of St. John might have produced, 
the ſudden death of the Sovereign put a final period to the 
fears of the whigs and the hopes of the jacobites. ” 


- 


 didtates of an act of parliament paſſed in King William” 8 
© time, the very day of the Queen's deceaſe was proclaimed 


. other pretended title to the throne. 5 
5 . Ns W A ESRISA Tuovon 


HATEVER, my "Head. might have been the feervr 


GEORGE the Firſt, Elector of 1 e agreeable to the 


King in the uſual forms, and the ſubmiſſion of the three 
kingdoms was as univerſal, as if there had not exiſted any 


wt 


# 


the princes 
d the whigs 


Brunſwick line were carly taught to 


.reaſons, as their inveterate enemies. n 


”o * 


ions of the 
ncip 


over the pr 
the whig faction, and to examine 


ideas of government, you would ' _. f 
and the empire of free- RE 
;nonimous terms; you would  impatiently wait „„ 
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„ Hitery of England, from the 


* 


Ir is an chats too well grounded: g ae pier 
of all times, (that human nature, deprived: of that educa- 

1 « tion and that train of fortunate circumſtances which give 

AL Lupport its, Kability, and when tempted 
. 7 with equal opportunities to gratify inordinate inclinations, | 

: 5 4 is the ſame corrupt and inconſiſtent being, in all ages, 
8: ; „ in all countries, and through every perio 

Cy time.” Every Page of the hiſtory of Great - Britain, my 
friend, exemplifies this melancholy truth; and the full de- 
monſtration which matter of fact affords, renders all farther 


comment on the ſubject ſuperfluous and unneceſſary. 


Lirrzs V, 


of revolving 


—— 


* 


N Ir was not till the ſixtee h day of September, fix weeks 
kb after the Queen's deceaſe, that the i impatient expectations of 
. | the people were: gratified with the preſence of their new So- 

vereign. The fears and hopes af both parties ran high . but 
his Majeſty ſoon. relieved chem from this ate of anxiety, by 
k an inſtantaneous and total change i in all offices of truſt and 
„„ advantage: the Duke of Ormond: was diſmiſſed from his 
| command, and the, Duke of Marlborough reſtored to bis 
former PaWegy. with the addition of an appc 
nel of the firſt regiment. of foot guards, not a: #4 the 
ordnance ;. the Earl of Nottingham was decla 
the council; the great ſeal, was given to Lord Cowper, the 
ga ſeal to. the Earl of Wharton, and the government of 
* 4 Ireland 
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was. NO 15 the houſhold; Lord Townſhend and 
nted ſecretaries of ſtate; the poſt of 
for Seothind was beſtowed on the Duke of Mon- 
troſe; the Duke of Sockerlst was conſtituted maſter of the 
horſe; che Duke of St. Albans, captain of the band of pen- 
ſioners; and the Duke of Argyle, commander in chief of the 
forces in Scotland; Mr. Pulteney was made ſecretary at war; 
and Mr. Walpole, had ee, to manage the houſe 
of Commons, was. gratified with the double place of pay- 


— 


er to the army and Chelſea pie. 0-4 anc) 


Tux ſudden and unexpected turn of affairs threw the tories 
into that Rate of inactivity, which the tumult of a variety 
of paſſions agitating the mind at the ſame time commonly 
occaſions. It was undoubtedly the intereſt of the jacobites 
and tories to unite their ſtrength againſt the common enemy; 
>, in his letter to Sir William 

Wir ndham, t acted like men given over to their paſ· 
ae, and unguided by any other 

« fired by a juſt reſentment, and a reaſonable ambition to a 


« but,” ſays Lord Bol 


* 


nciple, not like men 


*. who were reſolved not to live under it, and yet they took 


# 


*,no.one meaſure to ſupport themſelves againſt it; ; they ex- 
refed, without reſerve or circumſp 


on, an eagerneſs to 


| «« bold undertaking; they treated the gobenment like men 


| i . 3 « join 


* 


* 


Sunderland; the Duke of Devonſhire Let: 


» 


# 


- 0 „ courted but a few weeks before; 


d- with the coolneſs of 


| : „ Tu want of concert in their adverſaries, with the advan- 
J | tage of the treaſury, oceaſioned a great majority of the ele- 
| tions to go in favor of the whigs; but inſtead of attacking 
4 | 5 their enemies on the ſervile and unconſtitutional doctrine 
3 Lo | they had encouraged, on the proſtituting the prerogative of 
| „ conferring honors, digni 
I — | and office, to the baſe and ignoble purpoſe. of carrying a court 
| contrary to the 
| e, which, though : not entirely ſatisfactory „ Was Per | 
4 favorable a one as the intrigues the whigs would 
5 . was the only ground on 
8 batteries: the Earl of O 
Earl of Str 
| action; the Duke of Ormond and the Lord Viſeount St. 
1 kingdom; but though the Earl of Oxford, Mr. 


= | | Prior, Mr. Thomas Harley, 


* i , 
* R * 4 R hs - 
1 „ 4 — 


is mildneſs, this timidi 


— 


OTWITHSTANDING 


» 


2 % 


caution in the government, the common 


this in 


tion and riot; from London the infection ſpread to the adja- 


cent, and from thence to the diftant counties ; tumults v were 
fordſhire, and in ſeveral other parts of the king- 
Commons preſented an addreſs to 


rioters : 
liberty, was ſuſpended, and a new an tutional re- 


% : ; | 2 


ſtraint was laid on the freedom of the ſubject 1 


. erceing, that if any perſons, to the number o. 

lawfully afſembled, ſhould continue together one hour after 
by a juſtice of peace or 
other officer, and had heard the proclamation againſt riots. 
read in public, they ſhould be deemed guilty of felony, 


* 


nefit of clergy. whe Es A; 


* 


having been required to diſperſe 


without 


people, who had been encouraged in licentiouſneſs by the late 
: , and who were now inſtigated by the malecontents. 


of the Jacobite and tory factions, broke out into acts of ſedi- 
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v. Tux prevailing diſcontents in England were 10 commu- 
nicated to the Scots; a large party among this people had 
never been entirely ſatisfied with the union, though its arti- 
| cles were evidently in favor of their nation. The Engliſh 
5 Fiche did not fail to encourage this averſion; a corre 
= ſpondence was ſet on foot between the malecontents of each 
nation; and the Chevalier de St. George was flattered with | 
the hopes that the great: maj jority of the two nations were 


_ 


ready to take mp arms in n his e. | 


"Tow ſudden death of 1 the Twelfth of France, which 
happened on the firſt day of September, 171 for was no ſmall 
interruption to the riſin g hopes of this Prince: Lewis had 
ſupplied him privately x with ſums of money to prepare a ſmall 
armament in the port of Havre, which was equipped i in the 
name of Depine d Anicaut: but the Duke of Orleans, on 4 

whom the regency of the kin gdom devolved, adopted a new 
ſyſtem of politics, entered into ſtrict en gagements with the 
King of Great-Britain, and, inſtead of affiting the Preten- 
der, betrayed his counſels, and amuſed his agents with myſ- 
terious and equivocal expreſſions , calculated to fruſtrate the 
| deſign of the ee, 


Tux death of Lewis the F 0 an a <a So 
on tad whole party's yet the ne, of the Pretender had 


— 


gone. too far to retreat ; the Earl of Mar, aſſembling 
hundred of his own vaſſals, proclaimed d the Chevalier at 


— 


-Town, and on the fixth day of September ſet up 
ſtandard at Bræ Mar; then aſ uming the title of Licutenant- 


A 


Gunn of the me Sovereign's 8 e he x abs. 


wht 1 was followed by a manifeſty, 
grievances, and aſſuring the Ah 


. 2 # 


redreſs. 


In-the midſt of theſe alarms, the government of England a 
was not idle: the Earls of Home, Wigtown, and Kinnoul,  - 1? 


the Lord Deſkford, and Lockart of Carnwath, with other 1 
perſons ſuſpected of diſaffection to the | government, were | F 
| | priſoners to the caſtle. Edinburgh 3 . . I 
general Wetham marched with the regular troops ſt 5 1 | 3 1 
in Scotland to ſecure the bridge of Stirling ; the Duke of 5 . | 
Argyle was ſent in the character of commander in chief of | 35 1 1 i 1 
te forces in North - Britain; the Earl of Sutherland ſet ſa l:!!! 
in the ( ueenſborough man of war for the Nor i 43 . 
poſed to raiſe his vaſſals for the ſervice f government; „ —ͤ | 
and ſeveral other Scotch returned on the fame errand to their = * N 
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Lerris v. 


the Lords Lanſdown and Duplin were taken into cuſtody; a 
1 5 warrant was iſſued for apprehending the Earl of Jerſey; and 


the following members: Sir 


aſſiſtance of ſome popiſh Lords, aſſembled a body of men in 
Northumberland; Sir John' Pack ington was examined before | 


' Somerſetſhire, but found means to eſcape ; he afterwards 


had concealed arms and artillery at Bath: theſe preparations 
were diſcovered by the emiſſaries of the government 
; every perſon of conſequence who was ſulpecked of attach- 
ment to the ous was apprehended. 


In mahnt Assa erbat Paul was imf riſon 
be Gatchouſe for enliſting men in the ſervice of the P ete 
a; the Atülir Duke of Powis was committed to the Ta 


the Commons gave the King their aſſent to ſeize and detain 
William Windham, Sir John 
Packington, Mr. Edward Harvey of Coombe, Mr. Thomas 
Foſter, Mr. John Anſtis, and Mr. Corbet Kynaſton. Har- 
vey and Anſtis were immed iately ſecured; Foſter, with the 


the council, and diſmiſſed for want of evidence; Kynaſton 
abſconded; Sir William Wyndham was ſeized at his houſe in 


ſurrendered himſelf, and was committed | to the Tower. 


b 


In the weſtern COL ales; the friends of the 3 0 of 
the houſe of Stewart, forming a deſign to ſurprize Briſtol, 


4 ; and 
: 


- Revolution to the href Time. „ 5 
vo Bi the North, the Earl of Derwent and Mr. Foſter 


wk: the field with a body of horſe ; they were joined by 
fome gentlemen from the borders of Scotland, and this party 
eee the Pretender in Warkworth, Rs and 


. 

- 5 3 in the deſign of ſeizing the town of New- 
caſtle, the inſurgents retired to Hexham, and from thence 

northward to Wooler, where they were joined by two hun- 


dred Scottiſh horſe, under the Lord Viſcount Kenmuir, and 
the Earls of Cornwarth and Wintoun, who had ſet up the 


Pretender s ſtandard at Moffat, and proclaimed him i in diffe- 
rent parts of Scotland. At Kelſo the inſurgents were joined 


; by Mackintoſh, who had croſſed the Forth with a body of _ 


Highlanders. 


enough to enter on action at Brampton: Foſter opened his 
commiſſion of general, which had been ſent to him by the 
Earl of Mar, and proclaimed the Pretender, and continued 


bis march to Penrith. Twelve thouſand of the poſſe co- 
mitatus of Cumberland, which had been aſſembled by the 


Biſhop of Carliſle, diſperſed with the utmoſt precipitation 


on the approach of this ſmall army, which, proceedin g from 
Penrith by the way of Kendal and Lancaſter, took poſſeſſion. 


of the town of Preſton, from whence Stanhope's regiment « of; 


1 and another of militia had retired. 
Vol. . 3 0 


4 


The party now thought themſelves ſtrong 
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fortune. General Wills, » 
| -dragoons, and one battalion of foot commanded by Colonel 


Tr wil not t that hs! rebels hop, this ſanthins of 
th fix regiments of horſe - 


Preſton, advanced to the bridge of Ribble before Foſter re- 


ceived intelligence. of their approach. The King's troops 


met with a warm reception ; but the next day, being rein- 


forced with three regiments of dragoons, commanded by 


FIT 


General Carpenter, they inveſted the town on all ſides. 


A CAPITULATION was propoſed, but the general refuſing 


to treat with rebels, the party ſurrendered at diſcretion. All 

the noblemen and leaders were ſecured: Major Nairne, Cap- - 
tain Lockart, Captain Shaftoe, and Enfign Erſkyn, were 

3 tried by a court martial as deſerters, and executed; Tow 


Charles Murray, ſon of the Duke of Athole, was s condemned 


for the fame crime, but reprieved ; the common men were 


impriſoned at Cheſter and Liverpool ; the noblemen and 


officers of diſtinction were ſent to London, conveyed through 


the ſtreets pinioned like malefactors, and committed to the 


Tower and Newgate. 


| Tris victory enabled the government to hd a dong re- 
8 to Scotland, which was rendered yet more pow- 


erful lby fix thouſand men, which were claimed of the States- 
General 


* 


General by FUR of. the treaties | ſabfifing betwert their Larros. v. i 
High Mightineſſes and the government of England. e 15 FE: be „ 


* o wo 2 8 1 - : F ; - 


In this deſperate ate. of his. affairs the Chevalier. hs: 
had embarked in a ſhall veſſel at Dunkirk hired for the pur- : 
poſe, arrived among his friends and adherents in Scotland :- _ „ 1 
he was proclaimed at Fettereſſe by the Earls of Mar and 
Mariſchal, and about th | : 5 
firſt quality: his declaration, dated at Commerey, was printed 15 
and cireulated through all the adjacent counties; he received. 
addreſſes from the epiſcopal clergy, and the laity of that. 
communion in the dioceſe of Aberdeen; ; made his public 


| noblemen and gentlemen of the 


* 


entry into Dundee, and on the ſeventh of January arrived „ * 5 EE 
4 Scoon: the twenty third of the month was fixed for his . — DEE : 1 
ronation; a regular council was formed; | proclamations were | 
Publiſhed for a general thankſgiving g on account of his fafe | 
arrival; the miniſters were en joined to pray for, him i in their- ts 5 *s 
ſeveral churches; the currency of foreign. coins was eſta- „% Sal ”” 
| bliſhed; a convention of eſtates was ſummoned ; and all!! 

8 fenfible men v were e ordered to eg to bis. ander. 

Tuts, my friend, was a hort att teankient Sreaci of with.  -- 
Srandeur and importance. The Duke of Ormond made a "2* | 
Fraittels voyage to the weſtern coalt to try the Giſpslition vf. 
ts people, and by the teceptivn he mer with was Filly cn. 
be vinced 1 5 9 
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Lerres * vinced of the vanity. of . thoſe. expectations . the party 


The Hi ory o England, fron t th 


| had formed of ſceing the major part of the . riſe in 


arms to effect another revolution. 


Tux jacobites in Scotland, „ dab chidflves deſtitute of 
money, arms, ammunition, forage, and proviſion, and hem- 
med in on all ſides by the ſeveral detachments of the King's 
f troops, in a grand council, at which all the chiefs of the 
„ party aſſiſted, and i in which the Chevalier delivered a pathetic 
ſpeech, determined to abandon the hopeleſs enterprize. Thus 
deſerted, and hotly purſued by the Duke of Argyle, the un- 
fortunate adventurer, embarkin g on board of a ſmall French 
ſhip which lay i in the harbour of Montroſe, made the beſt of 
his way out of the reach of the enemy : he was accompanied 
in his Aight by the Earls of Mar and Melfort, the Lord 


Drummond, Lieutenant- general Bulkeley, and other perſons 


of rant to the number of ſeventeen. 


Tavs abruptly, my friend, finiſhed an enterprise, uncor- 
rectly executed, and inj dicioully formed: but what better 
could be expected from weak councils, from treacherous 
friends, and from disjointed factions ? who, acting ſolely 
from the motives of reſentment and diſappointed ambition, 


zotally a of Hole Soph and ſound peingiples on which - 
human 


5 TR 40 the prgſen Times" 


alone be elevated above the conſequ neces L * 
which And ever attend nbGeteefefa} herviſm... i YH {then 5 : 8 | „ 
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05 the meeting of the parliament impeachments were „%% es „ 
ſent from the commons againſt the Earls of Waasen 1 8 
Nithſdale, Cornwarth, and Wintoun, the Lords Widdrington, . Me 
Kenmuir, and Nairn; a bill was ordered to be brought in to . 
continue the ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus act, and another b . - — 
to attaint the Marquis of. Tullibardine, the Earls of Mar and . 5 
| Linlithgow, and Lord John Drummond. All the impeached ; 1 
Lords, except the Earl of | Wintoun, ple fe ed guilty to the „ 

articles exhibited againſt them, and received ſentence of 
death: Wintoun was brou ght. to his trial, and convicted, 


and ſhared the ſame fate. e tt 


u the behind of April, 1716, a a for trying 

the rebels met in the court of common pleas, when bills of _ , 
high treaſon were nd againſt F oſter, Mackintoſh, and 5 I | 1 
twenty of their confederates: : 2 conſiderable. number of the | | .Y 
party were tried at Liverpool, and found guilty; two and „ 

twenty were executed at Preſton and Mancheſter 1 and a thou- 
8d aner, ſubmitting. to the King's Ll petitioned 
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Tux n which this ne 1 1 
on Private families, my friend, gy a melancholy conſi- „ 
„ deration, te — 
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Uthe of pal Rantertt, arid val KSsGnel by the Ears 6f Der- 


— 


will ee when W to the ber. 


| rable i injury the conſtitution ſaffered on the ocenfich, U 
ceſsful rebelli ions always either increaſe or produce tyranny: 


the generality of mankind, governed by the preterided exi- 


gencies of the preſent moment, never regard conſequences, 
though big with miſchiefs more dreadful: than mp of thoſe | 
which thety ir fnjudieions cantion endeavors to . 
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uk flight of the Pretender the fudden extititivh of: the 
bellion in Scotland, and the general fubmillion of the peo- 


Ple in England, rendered it totally uſeleſs to læy even a tem- 
Porary reſttaint on any even of the leſſer privileges of the 


tubjeck; but the Preſent opportunity of diminiſhing that 


ſmall portion of democracy, w which on more than one deca⸗ 


ſion had curbed the incroachments of royalty, and preſerved 


the freedom of the: conſtitution," was too favorable to be loft. 
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1 te teuch dey or April, 16; the Deke er Devon{hite 
er in che Houſe of Lords 4 bill for emarging the ebmti- 


* 


Kt and Röckingttärn, the Duke of Argyle, the Lord To- 
Werd, and aff the ehiefs of the Whig faction. It was p- 


poſed by the Earls of Notiuighan, Abingdon, and Powilet: 


but, important as was tlie ſubject of the bill, weighty as 


Gele che ede and Edo eus as wele the teil urged 
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ſtitution, from its miſtaken or pretended friends, received a 


more fatal injury than it had ever re . 
cCtroachments of power fro | ; "© 
Ir is very rare indeed, m | 1 
ine ations, or the purpoſes of the | A 
| privileges of the ſubj b — 
fered itſelf to leſſen, in ſome ſmal 0] degree, Fo: hi 1 : 
NG had received by the ſeptennial act. PE ET 
Sek Hier Homer A 
tent a motion was made by the Duke of Somerſet, and n. 
conded by the miniſtry, to the following purport: that a bill 1 | N 8 „ 
8 ould be brou ht 1 in to ſettle and limit - in fk PE, 85 . 
A manner that the number of En ich Peers 35 „ * 
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icht be ſupplied by new creations ; and that 
inſtead of the ſixteen elective Peers from Scotland, twenty-five 
ſhould be made hereditary on the part of that kingdom; and 
that this number, upon the failure of heirs male, ſhould be 
ae from the other members of the Scotch en 55 
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You know, my friend, that I have always regarded the 
prerogative of making g patent Peers as one of the moſt noxi- 


ous parts of the monarchical power in this kingdom: thoſe 


allurements which promiſe the gratification of human vanity 


are from experience more irreſiſtible i in their nature than the 
attainment even of ſolid advantages; and i in this caſe a feather 
is more likely to turn the balance of the mind than the weigh- 


tieſt conſiderations of intereſt, There are men who have 
acted uprightly, even in large concerns of property; but if 


there have been any individuals in this country who have not 


bartered their principles and betrayed the public, for the cap 


and courteſy which titles gain from the vulgar, and for the 
enjoyment of that enchanting file of addreſs which my Lord, | 
and your Lordſhip, gives, I muſt own to Tom ds have not 
me come > to 8850 e 


Fl b 


I cannot leave this Gabjea, my friend, without bitterly 
lamenting the great want of diſcernment in the generality of 


| mankind of che only principles which conſtitute real great- 


neſs 


% Rainy ta the prgent Tine. 


neſt when mere extends ſtrike che deluded eye, and by the 
deception of ſenſe thus groſſly deceive the general judgment: 
Can it be expected that the frailty of mankind will not lead 
them to ſet an ineſtimable value on what is trifling and inſig- 
nificant in its nature, and in proportion neglect! all thoſe 
attainments which alone give dignity to the ſpecies, and 


which alone to mortal diſcernment exalt the wiſdom of the 


| Deity in the creation of man ? 


\ 


Tux creation of the twelve Peers by Queen Anne to ſerve a 


court purpoſe, it might have been imagined; would have con- 


vinced the whigs'of the degree of malignity which lay in this 


part of the prerogative but ſeveral of this faction, from mo- 


tives of vanitv, oppoſed with violence the Duke of Somerſet's 


ſalutary motion: the tories, from party prejudices, Joined with 


equal violence i in the oppoſition; and thus was fatally loſt the 


opportunity of leſſening a great part of that evil which has 


materially ated to the entire ſubverſion of the independence 


of individuals, and the freedom of the conſtitution; and this, 
though his Majeſty ſent a meſſage to the houſe to the follow- 
ing gracious purport : That as they had under confideration 
the ſtate of the Britiſh peerage, he had fo much at heart the 
ſettling it upon ſuch a foundation as might ſecure the free- 
dom and conſtitution of parliaments i in all future ages, that 


=” © = þ 


or. I. 1 1 he 


2 


Lorem. r. he was willing his prerogative Gpuld, not uad in | the way 


— 
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Tux next important event t which offers ;eſelf in this reign, ; 


my friend, is the ſudden riſe, and the as ſudden fall, of the 


South Sea Company. The pernicious policy introduced by | 


William of borrowing money of the public, and ſettling cer- 


tain taxes to pay the intereſt of the borrowed ſum, had in- 
troduced a new kind of traffic into the kingdom, which was 
totally unknown to happier times. When a nation is deeply 
in debt, public credit is ever precarious; ; and the riſe and 
fall of ſtocks furniſh an opportunity for needy adventurers to 
prey on the hopes and the fears of individuals, whilſt the 
growing necefl ties of the ſlate give riſe to a variety of i in- 
ventions for raiſing the ſums adequate to the exigencies of 
the occaſion. This worſt kind of gaming made a rapid pro- 
greſs in the kingdom ; and at length the ſpirit of adventure, 


and the eager deſire of becoming ſuddenly rich by the ſuc- 
ceſsful attempts of a few of the favored ſons of fortune, in- 


fected all ranks and all conditions of men throu gh the whole 
beh. ; 


In he eleventh year of f Queen A Anne, hw the debt © on the 


1 navy had amounted to above five millions, the two houſes 
= paſſed an a for the throwing this and ſeveral other debts 


, four Larrzn V. 


ſum of five hundred and ſixty- eight thouſand two hundred „„ 


nine pounds: all the duties upon wines, vinegar, + 


| tobacco, India goods, wrought filk, whale St 
of a trade to the South Sea, 5 „ 
in Mexico, in South America; and the fey — 


of the 


bills, debentures, and other 


By the frequent repetition of the ſame ſubject of debate, 7 iëʒ; 5 3 4 
= would a pear that the two houſes of par ad . 6 - 
very folicitous to reduce the national debt, even from the firf „ 1 1 

of i its . but, after the manner of | e . | 


vate ſpendthrifts, inſtead of adopting the only plan which F 
could effectually act to the attainment of this deſirable . _ „ 2 

e intereſt, and cutting the finews ä 

of corruption by a rigid plan of Sc m, they only ſhifted = 

their creditors, and borrowed from one ſet of men to pay i 

money. due f nd eee REED, i. 8 == 


poſe, viz. the reducing 
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1e 1. 4 Is the year r ſeventeen” hundred and renten, Us nw” 


queſtion was again agitated on the means of reducin g the 
tional debt: : agreeable to a motion of Mr. Robert Walpole, 
" wh at this time was riſen to the office of prime miniſter, : 


the houſe of Commons came to the following reſolutions : | 


Firſt, That all the public funds, redeemable by law, that 
do now exceed five pounds per cent per annum, be redeemed 
according to their reſpective proviſoes, or clauſes of redemp- 


tion, contained in the acts of parliament for that purpoſe, 


or, with conſent of the proprietors, be converted into an in- 


tereſt or annuity, not exceeding five pounds on cent per an- 


num, redeemable by parliament :. - 


Secondly, That his Majeſty be enabled to borrow of any 
perſon or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, ſuch ſum or- 
ſums of money as ſhall be requiſite to redeem the ſame re- 


deemable funds, at any rate not exceeding five pounds per 
cent per annum, and to ſecure the ſame _ the an {a 


to be redeemed: $27 OO ET 


Thirdly, That the annuity of one Bunke and ſix thou- 
ſand five hundred and one pounds thirteen ſhillings and five 
pence per annum, payable to the governor and company of 
the bank out of the houſe money, by virtue of ſeveral acts 
| > 3-4 | of 
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million ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five: th d ty 


: — 
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ſeven pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and'ten pence, by them ad- 


vanced, be redeemed, or by conſent of the ſaid governor and 


* 


„ not to ex 


. 


company, converted into an intereſt or annu 


2 


Fourthly, That ſo much of the fund, called the aggregate: 


fund, ſettled by an act of parliament in the fit 


circulation, exchangin 8» or cancelling the preſent exchequer 
bills, be alſo redeemed :. 2 1 


Fifthly, That his Majeſty be enabled to authorize the 


high treaſurer, or the er 214vY of the treaſury for the 


time being, to treat and agree with an perſon or perſons; 


politic or corporate, for the circulating ſuch a number of 
exchequer bills, at a rate not exceeding four pounds ten ſhil- 


— 


lings per cent per annum, for intereſt, exch 


ing, and cir- 
culation, as may be charged and ſecured upon that part of. 
the ſaid aggregate fund to. be ſo redeemed,; „„ 


Sixthly, That the annuities of fix hundred thouſand pounds, 
and eight thouſand pounds per annum, payable to the gover- - 
| . : nor 


ceed five pounds per cent per annum, redeemable by par- 


year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, as is applicable to the intereſt; 


4 
- 


1. ue of England, from the 
nor 4 company of dente of Great-Britain 


nn. Saul be allo redeemed: 


ma; That the annuities payable by an a FP  parlia- A 


ment of the twelfth year of the reign of King William to 


certain patentees therein named, their heirs and aſſigns, out 


.of the weekly ſum of three thouſand ſeven hundred Ponds, | 


* on the 8 be alſo redeemed : 


: a That the ſeveral terms of years remaining in the 
duties appropriated by the two lottery acts, made and paſſed 


in the ninth year of the reign of her late majeſty Queen Anne, 5 
and by the two lottery acts made and paſſed in the tenth year 
of her ſaid late e - "I be made 1 e 


'N ſindhly, That the ſaid dutics ed in the ſaid 


four lottery afts be or iran the future : 


'Tenthly, That the proprietors of the orders groun ded on 


the faid lottery acts do, within a limited time, make their 
elections, either to accept annuities after the rate of five 


pounds per cent per annum, redeemable by parliament out 
of ſuch general fund, or be paid ſo much e as remains due 


to them on their orders Hay: . 
' _ - Eleventhly, 


to | the preſet Tine. 


. chuſe to have their principal, the five. pounds per cent per 
annum faved thereby be made another fund, towards anſwer- 
ing ſuch ſums of money as ſhall be advanced towards dif- 
charging the faid principal by loans or other e aas 
ſhall be thought 8 WN tt 

Twelfthly, That : bis Majeſty be enabled to give power for 

receiving voluntary ſubſcriptions from any perſon or perſons 
entitled to any of the annuities iſſuing out of the public funds, 

1 for the reſidue of the reſpective terms of ninety-nine, ninety- 

ſix, eighty-nine, or thirty-two years, formerly purchaſed 
therein, not being ſubject to redemption, who ſhall be willing 

to accept in lieu thereof perpetual annuities redeemable by 
parliament, to allow for remaining terms-in the ſaid annuities, | 
which were purchaſed for ninety-nine, ninety-ſix, or eighty _ 
nine years, at the election of the reſ] pective ſubſcribers, either 
fo: much as the ſame annuities ſhall amount to at nine- | 
teen years purchaſe, to be made good by new annuities of = 

four pounds per cent per annum, redeemable by parlia- 5 
ment, or ſeventeen years' and a half purchaſe, to be made 

good by new annuities of five pounds per cent per annum, 

to be redeemable in like manner, and to allow for the re- 
maining terms in the ſaid annuities, which were purchaſet 

for thirty-two . at the election of the reſpeQive ſubſeri- 

bern, 


 Blerenthly, That in all caſea where the proprietors Gall Levres v. 
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Lrrzs v. wh, either ſo much as the ſame annuities ſhall amount to at E 
fuourteen years and a half purchaſe, to be made good by 


new. annuities of four pounds per cent per annum, redeem- 


able by parliament, or thirteen years and a half purchaſe to 
be made good by annuities of five pounds per cent per an- 

num, redeemable in like manner, and that the ſaid annuities | 
hall be ſettled and ſecured accordingly : 5 


Thirteenthly, That all ſavings that ſhall ariſe upon any of 
the preſent funds by the propoſed redemptions or reductions, 
be reſerved and applied, after all deficiencies which may 


happen upon any of the aid funds are made good, towards 
. "= a the debts of the national . : 


Sed That all the faid criti; now in being, or 
to be continued, ſhall immediately ceaſe and determine after 
the ſaid national debt, and all intereſt due thereupon; is 

diſcharged and paid off. 


1 rave been very particular in giving you the complete ex- 
| trad& of the reſolutions of the Commons on this ſubject, my a 
friend, becauſe the whole buſineſs of | funding, and the art 
of ſupplying the exorbitant expences of the government, 
= 5 . commonly called ways and means, is a buſineſs of ſo per- 
ne ab plexed a nature, that it will be very difficult for me to give 


4 | | | | | you 


tg 7 


you in üny ocher manner an e den ef h meren of e 
| the walted finances of this kingdom, or the accu lin 
burthens laid on by the different adminiſtrations fince' the Wu 
fernal method of een and n 10 taken place. 1 20 


8 We 


* ; | 5 ; 


I confequence of the fore-mihtloned redeiftins,” cotife- : = 
rences were held with the money corporations in order to 1 1 
provide money for ſuch 48 mould be willin g to receive their 


| principal and intereſt in ready money ; ; for this purpoſe, the ; 77, | Fl 
bank agreed to furniſh two millions and a half, and the South „„ 
Sea two millions, of as much as ſhould be called for, and for | 5 5 . 
the money advanced theſe companies were to have annuities he 

of five pounds per cent.  Agreeable to theſe propoſals, three 


bills were brought in upon the reſolutions which had been 7 - 1 5 
| made in relation to the public debts; and they all three —— 
5 paſſed i into laws, bu; 1 nomination of the bank act, the 
South Sea act, and the general fund act: in this laſt is a 


clauſe, eſtabliſhing a finking fund ariſing from the ſurplus on 


| the appropriated funds, and the reduction of intereſt to five per 
cent; the act declaring g. that all the monies ariſing from 
time to time, as well as for the ſurplus by virtue of the acts 
for redeeming the funds of the Bank, and of the South Sea 
company, as alſo for the ſurplus of the dutics and revenues, 
by this a& appropriated for the diſcharging the principal 
a in ntereſt of ſuch national debts as Were incurred before 
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The 28 of England, From th + 


- the, twenty-fifth of December, in ſuck manner as ſhall. be 
directed or appointed by any future act of parliament, to bo 
© OS out of the fame, and for none * wig — 
or purpoſe whatſoever. e 


4 


In the year. 1719, on the King's recommending to the 
Commons to reſume the conſideration of proper means for 
leſſening the national debt, a ſcheme was adopted to reduce 
all the funds into one. The bank and South Sea company 
bid againſt each other: the South Sea company offered fuch 
high terms to the government that the propoſals of the bank 
were rejected. A bill was accordingly brought into the 
houſe, formed on the plan preſented by the South Sea com- 


pany ; and j in conſequence of the Commons having rejected 


5 a motion for a clauſe i in the bill to fix what ſhare i in the ca- 


pital ſtock of the company ſhould be veſted i in thoſe proprie- 
tors of the annuities who might voluntarily ſubſcribe, and 
how many years purchaſe in money they ſhould receiye in 
ſubſcribing at the choice of the proprietors, | the ſtock of 


the company roſe from one hundred and thirty | to near four - 
hundred 1155 


"Tux | bin now E in | favor 5 1 South Sea com- 
pany, on the f allowing reaſons, was oppoled by a great ma- 
jority, viz. Th 
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That it would give foreigners the opportunity to double 
and treble the vaſt ſums they had in the public funds, and 
that they would be tempted to realize and withdraw their 
capital and immenſe gains to other countries, ſo that Great- 


Britain would be drained of its gold and filver: : 


. 


That the artificial and prodigious riſe of the South Sea 


ſtock was a dangerous bait, which might decoy many un- 
wary people to their ruin, alluring them by a falſe proſpect of 


gain to part with the fruits of their induſtry to purchaſe ima- 


” 


ginary riches : j 8 


That the addition of above thirty millions capital would i 


give ſuch power to the South Sea company as might endanger . 
the liberties of the nation; for by their extenſive intereſt 
they would be enabled to influence moſt, if not all, the elec- 
tions of the members, and conſequently overrule the reſolu- 


* 


tions of the houſe of Commons. 


NoTw1THSTANDING theſe, and a great many as powerful 


arguments, the bill paſſed without amendment or divi 
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„„ . en e Bein fromthe 


| Loves v. nd; on che ſeventh. day of April, 1720, received the royal 
aſſent. The South Sea company were by this act authoriſec 
to take in, by purchaſe or ſubſcription, the irredecmable 
| debts of the nation, ſtated at ſixteen millions five hundred 
and: forty-ſix thouſand four hundred and  eighty-two pounds 
„% oo ſeven, ſhillings and one penny farthing, at ſuch. times as they 
| ould find convenient before the ficit day of March of the 
_ enſving year; and without any compulſion on any of the 
proprietors, at ſuch rates and prices as ſhould be agreed on 


between the com pany and the reſpective proprietors, they 

were authorized to take in all the redeemable debts, amount- 

| | ing to, the ſame ſum. as that of the irredeemable, either by 

1 purchaſe, by taking ſubſcriptions, or by paying off the ere- 
11 55 5 N ditors. For the liberty of taking in the national debts, and 
increaſing their capital ſtock accordingly, the company con- 


ſented that their preſent, and to be increaſed annuities, ſhould 
be continued at five per cent till Midſummer in the year 
| one thouſand, ſeven hundred and. twenty-ſeven,, from"thence 

to be reduced, to four, per cent, and to be redeemable by 
e, 


Ix a e of this, and other advantages expreſſed in 

the act, the company declared themſelves willing to make 
uch payments into the; receipt. of the exchequer as were ſpe- 
<ified for the uſe of the public, to be: applied to the diſcharge 

x | of 


4 the ats debts incurred before Chriſtmas in t 0 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixteen : the ſurna they * r b 
obliged to pay, for the liberty of taking in the redeemable 
debts, four years and a half purchaſe for all the long and 
ſhort annuities that ſhould be ſubſcribed, and one year's pur- 
_ chaſe for ſuch long annuities as ſhould not be ſabſcribed, 


| amounted on the execution of the act to ſeven millions. For 


enabling the company to raiſe this ſum, they were emp 


ered to make calls of money from their members ; to open. 


| books of ſubſcription ; ; to grant annuities redeemable by the 
company ; ; to borrow money upon any contract or bill, under 
their common ſeal, or on the credit of their capital ftock ; 

to convert the money demanded of their members into ad- 
di tional ſtock, without making any addition to the company's: 
annuities payable out of the public duties. It was enacted, 
that out of the firſt monies ariſing from the ſums paid by the 
company into the Exchequer, ſuch public debts, carrying 
intereſt at five per cent, incurred before the twenty-fifth of | 
December in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix- 


teen, founded upon any former act of parliament, as were 


now redeemable, | or might be redeemed before the twenty 


fifth day of December in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty-two, ſhould be firſt diſcharged; ; then all 
the remainder ſhould be applied towards paying off ſo much 
of the pin ſtack of the company as ſhould, then carry an 


intereſt. 


"your lerrea v. 
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alin Rags, from 1 
" Lerrux v. intereſt of five-per cent; a it was 8554 that after Mid- 
ſummer in the year one thouſand ſe en hundred and twenty- 


ſeven, the company ſhould not be "ey off in wal ſums leſs 
chan one million at a time. 1 | 9 455 


poo 


Iris ſaid, my friend, that 1 Sir John Blount, who had been | 
bred a ſcrivener, was the man who formed this South Sea 
ſcheme, which for a while threatened the deſtruction of pub- 
lic credit, and which fell ſo heavy on the heads of ſeveral 
individuals: it ſeems he had projected his plan on the famous 
Miſſiſſippi ſcheme, formed by Law, which in the preceding 
year had failed in France, and which had entailed ruin on 


many thouſand families in that kingdom; and yet Law's 
6 ſcheme was much more plauſible, as it contained an excluſive 
trade to Louiſiana ; whereas the South Sea ſcheme, by the 

conditions of the peace of Utrecht, was deprived of any 
commercial advantage. CCC 
In the natural ſtate of humanity, my friend, I believe two 
thirds of any given ſociety may be numbered in the claſſes 
of fools and madmen ; but there ſometimes reigns an epide- 
mic madneſs, as well as an epidemic fever of a different 
kind, which, from being firſt partial, becomes general, and 
then univerſal ; and I do not know any country where theſe 
inſtances are ſo often to be met with as in England. This 
3 


- 


7 
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was the ſtate of the caſe in the year ſeventeen. 33 ed * 
twenty; and favored with this opportunity, Blount, as a 
few aſſociates with very moderate talents, firſt imp poſed on 2 
the majority of the directors of the South Sea > GOD PAD and. 
then on the whole nation. it; 


Tur tricks of the r, PER darts pili: im- 
1 Ws even at this time on a large number of credulous indi- 
viduals; hut at the period I am now writing on, my friend, 
there were very few, even of the moſt wary, who had reaſon 
to laugh at his neighbour for becoming the dupe of ſhallow 
artifice, and the moſt contemptible impoſitions: the mere hs 
| circulating a report that Gibraltar and Port Mahon would 
be exchanged for ſome places in Peru, by which means the | 
Engliſh trade to the South Sea would be protected and en- 

{4 larged, operated with ſuch power, that in five days the di- 
rectors opened their books for a ſubſcription of one million, 
at the rate of three hundred pounds for one hundred pounds. 
capital; and an eager multitude crouded in ſuch a manner to 
the ſubſcription, that it exceeded two millions of capital 
ſtock : in a few days the ſtock advanced to three hundred and | 
forty pounds, and the ſubſcriptions were ſold for double the | 
price of the firſt payment,” At length, by a repetition of the 
ſame arts, and the promiſe | of high dividends, the ſtock CY 
raiſed to ane thouſand : Exchan gealle was every day filled 

with 
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infatuation prevailed till the ei ichth day of December, when 
the Rock fell. It was now that the tide of hope began to 
ebb and in a few days the ſpirits of the adventurers were 
ſunk ſo low, that on the twenty-ninth day of the ſame month, 
the ſtock fell from a thouſand to one hundred and fifty 
pounds: ſeveral eminent goldſmiths and bankers, who had 
lent great ſums on the occaſion, were obliged to ſtop pay- 
ment and abſcond; public credit ſuſtained a ſhock ; the na- 
tion -was conſequently thrown into a ferment; and the ra- 
vings of grief, diſappointment, and deſpair, filled every _ 
i ik noiſe, _— and — 


5 ſeveral . members of # the miniſtry were deeply 
engaged in the ſupport of the South Sea company, they em- 
ployed their influence with the bank to ſupport its credit; | 
and at length that corporation, with much reluctance, agreed 
to ſubſcribe into the ſock of the South Sea company, valued 
at four hundred per cent, three millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, which the company were to repay to the bank 
on Lady-day and Michaelmas of the enſuing year. Books 
were opened at the bank to take in a ſubſcri ption for the 
ſupport of public credit, and conſiderable ſums of money 
were brought in ; the ſock roſe, and the expedient effectually 
anſwered the defign of the contrivers, by enabling them to 


realize, 


ruptcy of goldimiths, and the ſword - blade com pany,” 
ſioned ſuch a run upon the bank, that the money was pald —& 
away faſter than it was received on ſubſcription ; and the di-. 1 
rectors of the bank, ſceing themſelves in danger of being 
involved in the ruin of the South Sea company, renounced 


an agreement which they were under no legal obligation to 
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Dis arromTMenT:and deſpair again ſeized the minds ß e 
the numerous adventurers; and the clamour of the people 
increaſing to an alarming height, expreſſes were ſent to the OO 3 
King, who was at this time at Hanover, to haſten his return. 

His Majeſty arrived in England on the eleventh day of De- e 
cember, and the parliament was aſſembled on the eighth of 
the preceding month. The South Sea buſineſs came imme - 
diately under conſideration the directors were ordered to 
produce an account of all their proceedings; a bill paſſed 
both houſes, and was ena 


into a law, for reſtraining the 


 ſub-governor, deputy-governor, directors, treaſurer, under= EY. 
treaſurer, caſhier, ſecretary, and -accomptants « of the South- 9 „„ I 
| Bea company, from quitting the kingdom till the end of the 1 2 


* 


next ſeſſions of parliament ; alſo for diſcovering their eſtates 


» : F 1 . 


and effects, in order to prevent them from being tranſportd 1 "2 


or alienated ; and a committee of ſecrecy, was choſen 1 e 3 
! ß — 
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expelled the houſe, and apprehended ; orders 
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ng to the execution of che South Sea act. The ſub 
and deputy-governors, the directors and officers of the South 
at the bar of the houſe, and 


to enjoy any office in chat 1e B 
company, or in the bank of England: nor did the vengeance 
of parliament ſtop here; an order was made to ſecure the 
books and papers of Knight, Surman, and Turner; the per- 
ſons of and e Sir ohn Blount, and Sir ohr 


e en — Oh: 


of the South Sea company from the places 
under the go) 
confiſcated by act of 


was among thoſe ſufferers who were deemed public delin- 
quents, - whoſe eſtates were confiſcated, whoſe perſons were 


impriſoned, and who ſuffered the diſgrace of diſablement 


from bearing office, and expulſion from the houſe, I cannot 
ſeave this fubje& without informing you, my friend, if the 
| of all his cotemporaries has not yet 
reached your cars, that my grandfather, though carried alon g 
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with, the: tide: « f che men's iniquity, was 10 perfectly fres erras 1. 
from any intention or inclination to defraud the public, tha | 
he was never once accuſed of being let into the ſecret prac- 
tices of Knight, and other of the guilty directors, that he 
againſt. every unfair 


x ** * K 
55 


always publicly and. privately. exclai ned 
means taken by the direction to give an unnatural riſe to the 1 
ſtock; and that it was generally acknowled iged that the go- 
vernment, in order to appeaſe the clamours of an enraged | 
people, confounded the innocent with the guilty: and be- 

ſides this, they were ſo ſhamefully partial i in the diſtribution 

of juſtice, that ſeveral of the members of both houſes of 
parliament, though deeply engaged with the directors in the 
notorious offences charged againſt them, eſcay bed puniſhment. 

Mr. Aiſlabie alone, who had been the moſt forward in the „ 
promoting the South Sea ſeams, was expelled the houſe, 


and committed to the tower. „„ NU 


AFTER the vengeance of the public had been in ſome 
meaſure appeaſed by the ruin which had fallen on the eſtates 
and property « of the projectors and directors of the South Sea 
ſcheme, the parliament entered into means for the repairing 
in ſome meaſure the loſs which had been ſuſtained by indi- 
riduals. The capital ſtock of the company in their corporate 
capacity exceeded by thirteen millions the ſtock allotted to 


n che proprietors; ſeven millions of this ſtock. was enacted 
Rr 2 15 1 by 


3 8 | ; 
i ; * 


The Eier of England, from the 


Irr- v. by law to bs; paid to the public, and the remainder was to 
be divided among all the CIP | 


11 was not only to the South Sea ſcheme that Weh A large 
number of families owed their ruin. The ſpirit of gaming 


once ſet afloat was excited by the chimerical ſcheme of every 


knaviſh projector : one of theſe valtures, without explaining 


the advantageous ſcheme he pretended to have formed, pub- 
liſhed propoſals for a ſubſcription, declarin: g, that every per- 


ſon paying two guineas ſhould be entitled to a fubſcription 


| of one hundred pounds: and can you believe it, my friend? 


in one forenoon he received 2 thouſand of theſe ſubſcrip- 


tions: in the evening he ſet out for another kingdom. New 
companies were every day formed, and the firſt nobility of 
the kingdom appeared at their head: the Prince of Wales 


Vas conſtituted governor of the Welch copper company ; the 


Duke of Chandos of the York-building ; and the Duke of 
Bridgwater formed a third for building houſes in London. 


Dun u the influence of theſe deluſive hopes, the increaſe 


Z of luxury and vice kept 1 more than equal pace with the ima- 


ginary increaſe of riches : individuals of the loweſt claſs, 
lifted up in idea to the poſſeſſion of large property, pampered ' 


' themſelves with rich dainties, with expenſive wines, purchaſed 
ſumptuous NM Jane: in „e equipages and 


apparel z 


1 
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"apparel and 1 nne heard chat it was in this period of ranity LurTEn v. 

and extravagance that monopolizers firſt ſet an advanced price | 
on the luxuries and even on the neceſſaries of life, and that 0 
the markets, by the arts and — of trade, never reco- : 
vered their uſual moderation. 


TE preſbyterians, the diſſenters of all denominations, and 
the greater number of moraliſts, have dated the decline of 
virtue in England to the licentious days of Charles the Se- 
cond: certain it is, that decency of manners, regard to pub- 
lic liberty and national good, received an irrecoverable check 
from the looſe example of a profligate court, and from the 
feoffs and revilings of all thoſe who, in a vulgar ſenſe, were 
called great in the kingdom : and it is too true, my friend, 
that the æra of the Revolution, inſtead of introducin ga more ö 
correct and regular ſyſtem of manners, only added to the pro- 
fligacy then prevailing, the meaner vices of fordid ny 
and venal corruption. 1 1 


Ir was now generally afſerted, that every man had his 
price: the few inſtances which the times exhibited of ſelf- 
denial, on the principles of honor and patriotiſm, were re- 
garded as the effects of an enthuſiaſtic lunacy; the eleQors 
paid no regard to their privileges, but as it enabled them to 
* a lucrative gain of their votes; the elected made the 


310 
Terri v. den market of their bree f ſeats; ind 


carried on without other motive than the bringing obſcure 


amen into notice, and enhancing the price of corruption: and 


yet, my friend, if ever the people of this' country had reaſon 
to be in a more particular manner watchful of their political 


ſecurity and their national welfare, it was undoubtedly at 


this period, when they had a foreign prince on the throne; a 
prince, who was a ſtranger to the laws and conſtitution of 
Great-Britain a prince, who, on all the principles which go- 


vern human affection, they had reaſon to expect was ſtron gly 
attached to the arbitrary ſyſtem of government which prevails 


in every German principality, and whoſe predilection for his ” 


native country muſt naturally be Increaſed by the implicit 
obedience paid by.4 all his hereditary ſubjedt. 


Ir any virtue had a in England, | theſe circum- 
ſtances of well-grounded diſtruſt would have awakened the 
attention and the caution of the people; but indeed it was 


ſo unfortunately the reverſe, that for every law of the con- 
ſtitution, if there are any which yet remain unviolated, we 


are entirely indebted t to the moderation or F-the e of 
our Ed dard Lande 


pire to the act for lengthening the duration of parliaments, 


an 
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am act, which i in its — conſequences bock away every LyTTER v. | i 
uſeful Power from the people, and changed the conſtitution . 1 hy 2970 
to the very worſt ſpecies of government, namely, to that of 5 :: on . 
A monarchy ſupported by ariſtocracy, you. will not be ſur- 1 333 | ny ws 5 : | 
prized, my friend, that on the ſame ſhallow pretence of fears 5 ä 
and apprehenſions from the Pretender and his adherents, that 
dangerous machine, a ſtanding army, to the amount of a ove = 
fixteen thouſand men, was granted to the King by parlia- 8 ä 
ment, though in the time of profound peace, anch acquieſced. „„ 5 | 
in by the people : and to render it yet more inimical to the 

ſafety of the ſubject and the freedom of the conſtitution, 15 - 
magna charta, and- all the- ſalutary ſtatutes which guard . e i | 'Y 
hes of individuals from arbitrary judgment, 'without any 7 
plea or pretence from any danger or inconvenience which had 
ariſen from legal modes of trial, were ſet aſide in all circum- | f „% 
ſtances which reſpected martial offences: and this body of 

men, who from their particular fituation are naturally too 

much dependent on the Sovereign, expoſed. to the laſh of an 

arbitrary juriſdiction, nominated a court martial i in all caſes 
of corporal puniſhment,. even to the touching their lives. 

In the year 1717-18 an act paſſed to this purpoſe, in which ge Ha 
 forty-ſix articles of war are enumerated, and where the pu- 

niſhment for the ſeveral offences committed en theſe. — 
articles are fines, ien whipping, and death. | 135 $1908 | 
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The ae of Bag from: the 


Is as at which ſettled the crown of Great-Britain 3 in | 
ſucceſſion on the Hanover line, among ſeveral wiſe: e i 


tions, were the folloyin g proviſoes : 


| That in caſe FP crown and 1 dignity of the realm 


thou hereafter come to any perſon not bein ga native of the - 
kingdom of En gland, the nation ſhould not be obliged to 


en gage in any war for the defence of any dominions or terri- 


tories which do not belong to the crown of nga without 


the conſent of parliament : 


That no Perlen who ſhould ale come to the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the crown ſhould hereafter go out of the dominions 
of En gland, Scotland, or Ireland, without conſent of par- 
liament. 


ö » 
= & 
1 #:, 9, of 2 1 * 


Tu calutary limirations, my friend; abich are to be found 
in this act were, to the eternal diſgrace of whiggiſm, repealed 
by the whig faction; and the proviſoes were ſo ill kept, that 
a large ſum of Engliſh money was given to enlarge the King 8 
foreign territories, by the purchaſe of Bremen and Verden, 


territories taken from the King of Sweden by the aſſiſtance 


of e. and then ſold to Bing: gn 1 the King of 


Denmark. 


Ow 


any affiſtance from the French government, or any ſhelter 

in the F ren ch minions, a triple alliance was formed 
tween Great-Britain, France, and Holland : to this alliance 
| the E mperor afterwards acceded ; and the contradtin 8 par- 
— ties | engaged t to compel, by force of arms, the Kings of Spain 
and Sardinia to accept the followin g conditions : * 


* 
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is Catholic Majeſty was to renounce all rights and claims 

to the dominions of the Emperor in Italy or the Netherlands, 
and to renounce the right of reverſion of Sicily to the crown 
of Spain, which he had reſerved to himſelf in the treaty of 
„ ES 55 
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he poſſeſed in ths if of Elba, as che Bib 64 


Spain ſhould. be in poſſeſſion of Tuſcany; none. of theſe 
duchies were to be poſſeſſed by a Prince who ſhould at the 


ſame time be King of Spain; nor was the King of Spain ever 
to take upon himſelf the e of that Prince: 7 


The Kin g of Sicily was to reſtore that kin gdom to the 
Emperor within two months, at fartheſt, after the ratifica- 


tion of the treaty: V 


In return, the Ae was to give to the King of Sicily 


the iſland of Sardinia, which he was to enjoy with the title 
of King; but the reverſion, i in default of heirs male, was to 


be reſerved to the crown of S pain. 1 


s 4 » 


Tux improvement of commerce, my friend, may undoubt- 


edly be reckoned among the arts of peace; and it is under 


the benign influence of the olive branch, and not by conqueſt 


and rapine, that ſocieties flouriſh and grow rich. I have 
taken ſome liberty myſelf in ridiculing the cautious timidity 


of ames the Firſt; but undoubtedly the large foundations 


of the trade of England were laid in the reign of this mo- 


narch: and when I conſider the tremendous amount of our 


national debt, with all its. baneful conſequences, I cannot 
hel p \ wiſhing that the ſucceſſors of this Solomon of the 


Engliſh 


Haul to * 2 q 


cat founder. TOR 

' Tur general commerce of many years would undoubtedly 32 
have made up for the inadequateneſs of the peace of Utrecht; 
but it has ever been, and, I believe, ever will be, the bane of 
this country, while it exiſts as an independent ſociety, to 
ruſh into unneceſſary and expenſive wars; to give up all the 
fruits of very dear-bought conqueſts in the patching up of 
haſty treaties of peace; and when the nation is juft on the 
point of emerging out of the poverty which war produces, 
the paroxyſms of Quixote rage return, and we are again, 
without the plea of neceſſity, or even rational cauſe, ſud- 
denly thrown into all the horrors and diſtreſſes of war. 


Tux peace of Utrecht, after a tedious war of thirteen 
years, was concluded in the year fourteen; and it was not | 


three years after when we were again involved in a rupture 
with Sweden and 8 pain, two nations whoſe commerce were, 
| above all others, highly beneficial to England. The comply- 
ing Commons, however, without any heſitation, paſſed a bill 
prohibiting all commerce with Sweden; voted ten thouſand 
ſeamen for the enſuing year; granted a million for the main- 
tenance of guards, garriſons, and land forces; four and: twenty 


And Pu for the payment of four battalions from 
10. 1 Munſter, 


Englim nation had poſſeſed + the + pace abo. of FROY Lerris V. 17 - 
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Mr. Secre 


with which they were threatened 


7 


Tux apprehenſions of invaſ 
tural rebellion at home, are arguments which, from the 
riod of the Revolution, every miniſter has ſucceſsfully uſed 


% 4 » * < 
. Y N 
a 7 
7 x N 7 


with; 
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into his ſervice to ſupply the place F 8 
be drawn from the gar 
7 * n 1 England, during an 

Sweden, it ſcems, had threatened an invaſion, 
with the Engliſh malecontents. 
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and 


loyalty and liberality 
neceſſities of the Monarch; and 
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to the expectations or the 
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an unna- 


conſidered as 2 mere pretence by the 
jon; and on theſe gr 


applied to- 
making good. ſuch. new Ive hope as were 


Eve 


of the Revolution, when the e 
governing by the arts of corruption was firſt 1 2 
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h that alliance attempted to impoſe. By the care 
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June ſet fail from Barcelona towards Italy, with the inten- e RN” 


tion to attack Sicily; but, to 


„ 


, his fleet, ne the point of Faro, was met „„ f ” 


* * 


c Maje 


y a ſtrong ſquadron of ips, under the command. -. 
of Sir George Byng; an engagement enſued, and the S paniſp. 
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TAIS ſucceſs, though great, 


eonteſt: an invaſion was attempted in Scotland in N . 
_ eftabliſhments in England, and to | | 6 


in the way, of an 
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Lzrria V. 
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The i of bud frm th 


Tu death of the Kisg of Sweden, in che your 1717, by 


a cannon ball before Frederickſtadz, accelerated to the King 


of England the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of the duchies of Bre- 


men and Verden; and in the year following, when his Ma- 


; jeſty, who very frequently viſited theſe favorite dominions, 


was at Hanover, he concluded a treaty with Ulrica, the 
Queen of Sweden, by which he obliged himſelf, for the ſur- 
render of the forementioned duchies, to pay to Sweden a 


million of rixdollars, and to renew, as King of Great- Britain 


and EleQor of Hanover, the alliances formerly ſubſiſting be- 


tween his RIES and the ner of that kingdom 


Tur King of Spain a ding himſelf türetdel and alone 


amongſt a hoſt of foes, (for the Imperial and French armies 


were now in action in Italy, 'whilſt the Engliſh navy lay at 


hand to aſſiſt the allies) at length ſubmitted to a fate which 


he was in no condition to withſtand; and, giving up his pre- 
tenſions to the kingdom of Sicily i in the your 1719, acceded 


| to the ay 1 67 


. 


een you will find, my friend, through the whole of 


this long narrative, that I ſhall have very few inſtances to 


relate of conſtitutional points carried againſt the govern! ment, 


yet, in the more early period of corruption, it was not with- 
out None difficulty that the n were enabled purſue | 
Mes 3 meaſures 


tri 5 ity oppoſite to "IO" intereſt of the nation, Lira V. 
| ent of the,debts of, the civil liſt, amounting to five 

hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, was not. carried without 

warm oppoſition, though, his Majeſty declared a reſolution of 
retrenching his civil liſt expences for the future; and, to avoid 

laying any new burthen on the people, propoſed, that the 

money raiſed on the occaſion mould be paid by a deduction 
to be made out of the ſalaries and Wages of all offices, and 

the penſions and other payments from the crown. On the 

receipt of the King 8 meſſage, importing that he had agreed 

to pay a ſubſidy to the crown of Sweden, a very hot debate 

aroſe, i in which the meaſures of adminiſtration were animad- 

verted on with great freedom a and ſpirit. | Sir Wil 


bam. declared himſelf againſt. the ſubady to Fata as an 
unneceſſary charge; and the Lord Moleſworth, a ſteady friend 
to the cauſe of liberty, and the particular intereſts of his 
country, declared, that Great Britain, by its late conduct, 
was | become the ally t to the whole world, and a bubble + to 


all its allies; 3 chat the alliance with sweden was a matter of : 
great intricacy and nicety , beckuſs the treaties which England 
had at diverſe times made with Sweden were partly contra- 
| dictory; ; that the en gagements lately « entered into with that 
crown v. were in ſome meaſure « contrary to the creates fubliſt- 
ing with Denmark, particularly, as to the ſecuring to the 
Duke of F Holſtein the  duchy of of Sleſwich, and RY, oppoſite 


to 
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ambition of the King of Sweden; that it ſcemed unreaſon- 
that the Czar tho ud ft his conqueſts, 
the ſpoils of Sweden; and 'there- 


fore, in — engage the zar to yield what he had gained, 
it was but juſt that the King of Pruffia ſhould give up. Stettin, 
_ and.the-cletor of Hanover, Bremen and Verden. 
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10 mel big Lord Mialefworth, whor never loſt an 


u, 7 enlarging o on thoſe diſreſes which nations 


a. 


ah ditteſſed | condition to which the Swedes had been 1 re- 
duced was worthy of compaſſion but, on the other hand, 


they had been the authors of their « own misfortunes, by their 
Tame ſubmiifion to a de 


* 


t | . tyrathical prince, and by fa- 
erific ing their \ whole ſubſtance to enable him to carry on his 
unjuſt, raſh, and ambitious Geiges, and that « any nation n who 


an en exiyigle deſerved the Tame fate. 1 


\ 4 


. 


| Antono Ster obſervations, Lord Molef wrath * notice 
of the hard ulage of the ſabjedts of Mecklenburgh from 
their pflace, which uſage he inlinuated to have been the 
rauſe of the late rupture with the Czar: but let theſe mat- 
der Mandl as they might, England out! not to meddle in the 
bs ee affairs 


* 


-Revolatin 60 the prient v Time. f 


= 


firs of the Continent : the getting of ci ſtores for our 
ſhipping, Lord Moleſworth obſerved, was the main advan- 


Yah we reaped from our trade in the Baltic; ; but if due en- 


ement was given to ſome of our plantations i in Ame- 


rica, we might be ſupplied from thence at a much cheaper . 


rate than from Sweden and Norway. VP 


4 


Tuis ſhrewd ſpeaker, my friend, in the courſe of his 


ſpeech, obſerved, that hemp was a very neceſſary commodity, 55 


particularly at this juncture ; and the farcaſm had no other 
effect than what, in theſe modern times, has often moved 


to ſome warmth of reſentment your patriotic ſpirit, namely, 
to raiſe a loud laugh in the houſe; and on the queſtion' 8 


being put, that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty to enable 
him to make good the engagements he had entered into with 


| the crown of Sweden, it was carried in the affirmative by 


one e hundred and ninety-ſeren voices * one hundred and 


Tuovon the powerful engine, corruption, was in general 
the efficient cauſe which produced that entire complacency 


bY. parliament to the will of the crown, ſo unſimilar to the 


conduct of theſe aſſemblies in more ſtub born times, yet, wy 


friend, it was ſometimes owing to an indiſcreet zeal to pre- 
ſerve the e proteſtant ſucceſſion ; a zeal frequently heated and 


; a The 2 of England, from the 


5 ; Lerrun v. alarmed by the impotent attempts of the jacobites wo bil _ 
e + us back to the dominion of a popith prince; a circumſtance 
at this time more dreadful to the nation than poverty, ſlavery, 
| vice, and immorality; and a circumſtance which, for theſe 
» reaſons, the court never failed to avail itſelf of, when the 
| people were to be pillaged, to enlarge or ſecure the foreign | 
territories of their prince, or to increaſe his power at home, 
| by the facrifice of ſome of thoſe principles 3 in the conſtitution, 
| which the wiſdom of our anceſtors had eſtabliſhed as neceſ- 
fary ſecurities to preſerve. the freedom of the Fw againſt. 
the power of the proven. 


— 


In the veiled of 11 8 dessen bundred and twenty 
5 one, it was reported that the King had received of the Duke 
EE of Orleans full and certain information of a freſh conſpiracy 
againſt his perſon and government; a camp was'immetiately 
formed. in Hyde - park; the military officers ordered to repair 
to their reſpective commands; Lieutenant- general Maccart- 
ney diſpatched to Ireland to bring over a bedy of troops from 
that kingdom; the States of Holland were deſired to have 
their auxiliary or guaranty troops in readineſs to be em- 
barked ; Colonel. Churchill was ſent to the court of France 


vith a private commiſſion; and ſome e e. were 
amn in Scotland. 


'Y + 
# ' 1 
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" Revolution ts the prgtur Time. 


” Türe 3.3 preat preparations, my friend, whith by the bye x Terre * 
were on the eve of a new parliament, where a more warm 


: oppoſition was expected than any the miniſtry had yet ſuſ- 
tained, had all their intended effect: the apprehenfions of 
the people ran ſo high that they even affected the public cre- 
dit; ; South-Sea ſtock began to fall; and it was followed by a 
great and uncommon run on the bank. 


On a letter written by the King's command, by Lord 


Townſhend; one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, to the Mayor of 


London, ſignifying that his Majeſty had received unqueſ- - 
tionable advices that ſeveral of his ſubj ects had entered into a 
wicked conſpiracy, in concert with traitors abroad, for 1 rai- 


ſing a rebellion in favor of a popiſh pretender, the court of 
aldermen immediately aſſembled, an affectionate addreſs was 
returned, and the example of London was followed by the 
greater minder of cities and borou b i in the ms 


Amone the individuals, my friend, who ſuffered ; in x the 
liberty of their perſons on this tremendous occaſion, A were 


Atterbury biſhop of Rocheſter, the Earl of Orrery, the Lords 15 


North and Grey, Cockran and Smith from Scotland, Chri- 
topher Layer a youn g ſtudent of the Temple, George Kelly 


an Iriſh clergyman, Robert Cotton of Huntingdonſhire, Bing- 5 


ley, Fleetwood, and Naynoe an Iriſh prieſt, | 
„„ 3 


Lerran V. 


The Hitory 17 England, Hom the 


o the meeting of the new parliament they were 8 
acquainted by the mouth of his Maj eſty of the nature of | the 


conſpiracy ; the conſpirators, he told them, had, by their 
emiſſaries, made the ſtrongeſt inſtances for ſuccours from fo- 


reign powers, but were diſappointed in their ex pectations; ; 
nevertheleſs, confiding in their numbers, they reſolved once 
more, upon their own ſtrength, to attempt the ſubverſion of 


his government; they had provided, he ſaid, confiderable 


ſums of money, en gaged great numbers of officers from 
abroad, ſecured large quantities of arms and ammunition ; 


and, had not the plot been timely diſcovered, the whole na- 
tion, and particularly the city of London, would have been 


involved i in blood and confuſion. 


To this 1 repreſentation, delivered from the ſa- 
cred lips of a King, Mr. Robert Walpole, the prime mini- 
ſter, added the ſtory of a deſign to ſeize the Bank and the 


_ Exchequer, and then proclaim the Pretender on the Royal- 
Exchange: and however problematical you, and other ſceptics 


in politics, my friend, might have thought this tale, I do 
aſſure you, it had ſuch an effect on the audience, that a bill 
for ſuſpendin g the habeas corpus act for a whole year paſſed 
the two- houſes without much difficulty, and, as you may 


| well imagine, immediately received the royal afſent. But, 
however, it is to be noticed, that in the proteſt of ſome few | 


* 


for-it a confiderable time pa 
did conceive it to be highly unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that the 


. 
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FT Lords, they. 
racy, which occaſioned the | ſuſpenſion, had been diſcovered: 
and ſignified to the city of London five. months before the 
meeting of the parliament; 1 that ſeveral had been impriſoned 
aſt * and therefore the .Proteſtors. | 


danger of the plot, in the hands of a faithful and diligent. 


miniſtry, would continue for a year and more yet to come, 
and that in fo high a degree as to require a ſuſpenſion of the 
liberty of the ſubject a that length of time. i 


5 In the midſt of that high panic which: the alarm: given 
from the throne had occaſioned; an original and printed copy 


of a declaration, ſigned by the Pretender, and dated at Lucca 


on the twentieth day of September, ſeventeen hundred and 
twenty-two, fourteen days before the meeting of parlia- 
ment, was ſent by his Majeſty to the houſe of Lords: this- 


curious paper appeared to be a propoſal addreſſed to the ſub- 


jects of Great- Britain and Ireland, as well as to all foreign 
princes and ſtates; it mentioned the violation of the freedom 


of elections, which, in the way of bribery, threats, oppreſ- 
ſive meaſures of landlords to their tenants, open violations. of 


the peace at the time of election, and undue proce in 


the houſe of Commons in their judgment on returns; had 


been very et, in this reigns. it mentioned a variety of 
inven tions 


= + 3 
3 — — 


take 3 that this deteſtable 1 rerrus v. 


Terri Y. 


of Britain, the right heir, in return for ſuch an honeſt con- 
ceſſion, would beſtow upon the ſaid King George the title of 
King in his native dominions; and it ended with a promiſe 


take . 
cious in no other light than as the bravado of a diſappointed, 


pie and gave a ſanction, or rather a being, to the 


per houſe, unanighouſly refdlved to be a falls, infotent, and 
traiterous libel, and ordered to be burt at the Roytl-Ex- 


utmoſſ aſtoniſhment at che ſurprifing inſoletice of the Pre- 
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de Bytory of Engtond, pus th . 
m give à colour to few oppreffions, Mtkisbee in⸗ 
formers, and the ſtate of pteſeription to which every honeſt 
man was ſubjected; and it very gravely propoſed, d, that if 
King George would relinquiſh to the right heit the throne 


to leave to King George his ſucceſſion to the Britiſh domi- 
nions ſecure, whenever in due courſe his natural right ſhould 


Howes this declaration can be conifidered / by the judi- 


a man, yet at this time it ſerved to cerroborate the 
d relations which had been ſet forth by the 


oppreſſions which followed: the deefardtion was, in the up- 


change: both houſes joined in an addreſs, expreſſing their 


tender, and afſuring his Nlajeſty that they were determined 
dert His title to enn vir their tives and for- 


ONE 


LzTTII V. 


t 


| diſorders; and another, obliging all 
in Scotland, ons in Great-Britain refuſing - 
for 


. 


* 4 


and ſeventeen votes againſt one 
any warm 


* $ 1 1 
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with the trial, 


of the houſe of Commo 
diſcover the particulars of the conſpiracy, yet it was reported 
to the houſe by Mr. Pultney, the chairman of the committee - 
of examination, That it app 
Layer and others, that a deteſtable an- 
been formed and carried on by perſons of figure and diſtinc- 


The Hiſtory off Engin 


Taser ue puniſhments my friend; were followed 4: 
th e convidtion,” and the execution of Layer z 
and. though Layer, in his examination before a committee 
Ws, either could not, ot would not 


* 


ared from the rannten of 
hor! d conſpiracy had 


tion, and their agents and inſtruments, in conj junction with 
traitors abroad, for invading theſe kin gdoms with forei gn 
forces; for raiſing inſurrections and a rebellion at home; for 
ſeizing the tower and the city of London; for: laying violent 


hands on the perſons: of his moſt ſacred Majeſty and the 
Prince of Wales, in order to ſubvert our preſent happy con- 
ſtitution in church and ſtate, by placing a popiſh Pretender 


on the throne: That the firſt intention of the conſpirators, was 


to pro 


ure a body of foreign troops to invade the kingdom at 
the time of the late elections, but the conſpirators; being diſ- 


Ons, 


Y appointed in this expectation, reſolved to make an attempt at 
the time that it was generally believed the King was at Ha- 
noyer, by the help of ſuch officers and ſoldiers as could paſs 
into England unobſerved from abroad, under the command 


of the late Duke of Ormond, who. Was to have landed i in 
the river with a great quantity of arts, provided i in Spain for 


— 


# 


* Revolution to 


- 


ng alſo defeate by ie vigilance 


cferred their enterprise till the 


4. 


* 


and in the mean time employed 


ſeduce the officers and ſoldiers of 


+ 


om ſeveral letters and circum- 
ſtances that the late Duke of Ormond, the Duke of No 


2 l * 


Earl of Orrery, the Lords North and Grey, and tl 


of Rocheſter, were concerned in the confpiracy ; that 
her Layer and John Plun- 


* 
13 


ket, E Dennis Kelly, George Kelly, and Thomas Carte, non- 
| men, Naynoe the Iri * 


- a” » 


river Thames in attempting to make his elcape from the 


— 


prieſt, lately drowned in 


. 


4 Mrs. spelman alias Vallop, and John 


* 


„ It is to 'be obſerved, that the conſpirators were charged „ 
with the abſurd conduct of having made application = 1: — 


* 


de regent of France, who was well known to be inti- ä 


f * 1 — 
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mäately connected with the King of Great-Britain, and that 4 1 1 1 
to ground any proceſs againſt the „% hs "8 
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LerTan V. 


7 be Hi 22 1 England, frm the 


| with 1 Anne's laſt tory miniſtry, had TOY too eloquent 


in the houſe of Lords, and too active 3 in conſtitutional oppo- 


ſition, to eſcape with impunity. On the mere evidence of 
hearſay and conj jecture, a bill of pains and penalties paſſed - 


the, lower houſe; the Biſhop declined making any. defence 


to the Commons, and the bill was ſent up to the Lords. On 


the trial before that aſſembly it ap pears, that the only evi- 
dence on which they could ground the colour of a proof 


againſt the Biſhop was certain decyphered letters, which, 


taken fimply, carried no treaſon in them, but which were 
5 wreſted into treaſon by a name in the direction of one of 


them, which was ſaid to be a cant name of the Pretender 83 


and in this caſe the oaths of the clerks of the poſt-office were 
taken as a ſufficient evidence for their being the hand-writipg 


of Kelly, amanuenſis to the Biſhop ; ; Nor were the decy- 
pherers, or the checks of the office, ſuffered to anſwer the 


delinquent thoſe queſtions which he thought neceſſary for 
his defence, nor was Kelly, the fecretary, permitted to be 


exami ined. 


— 


Tay SE r vofair dealings, i my friend, are very dangerous pre- | 


| alas of inquiſitorial power. The Duke of Wharton, i in a 


lon g ſpeech, ſhewed the weakneſs, the inſufficiency, 'the con- 
tradiction, in every part of the evidence which was brought 5 
againſt the Priſoner ; and added, that ſuch n gs, like 


:  Syſyphus' 3 


© 0 


| Revolution to. the preſent Tine. 185 4 1 3¹ 1 


gh rhu⸗ 8 node frequently rolled” back on thoſe What were Leven v. 
the chief promoters of them. Lord Cowper, who had taken 
the ſame fide of the queſtion with the Duke of Wharton, at 
the cloſe of a long harangue, in which he fully proved = T Es 
inſufficiency of legal or even probable WI addrefſed Eh As 
the houſe i in the W manner: . | 


ue: My Lords, 


107 Upon the whole matter I take this bill to be ko 
to the di gnity of the parliament i in general, to the dignity 


N 


« of the houſe in particular; 3 I take the pains and penalties 
tc in it to be much greater or leſs than the Biſhop deſerves; I e 5 1 


« take every individual branch of the charge againſt him to 


8 


C 


1 5 .Þ6 unſupported by any evidence ; I think there are no 
grounds for any private opinion « of the Biſhop' 8  guile, but 


- 


what ariſes from private prejudices.” : 1 % 
THERE were ſeveral other Lords who exerted them- . 
| ſelves with warmth in the Biſhop's favor z but the Duke © 

of Wharton and Lord Cowper were the two capital ſpeakers; 

they argued with a preciſion which muſt have convinced 

every undetermined voter; but, my friend, they argued in 

vain; the matter had been fixed i in the cabinet, and the bill | 1 1 
of pains and penalties paſſed by a majority of forty, ie. „ 
e 1 forty- three. The pains and penalties 
Uuz2 . 35 which 


The 22 tel from . 


verre, v. which this vill enatted againſt the ſufferer were, the ek 

of GH i: vation of all his offices, dignities, and benefices eccleſiaſtical 
whatſoever; diſablement of taking, holding; or enjoying any 
office, dignity, benefice, or employment, within the realm, 
er any other his Majeſty 8 dominions, and alſo of uſing or 
exerciſin g any office, function, authority, or power, eccle- 

' fGaſtical or civil; that he ſhould be for ever baniſhed the 

realm, and all other his Majeſty's dominions, and ſhould 

Di depart out of the ſame before- the twenty-fifth of June, ſe- 
TE  venteen hundred and twenty-three. 1 7s 


Tu AT all 8 e elt, kw 5 ahh: he faid 
vwenty-fifth of June, be aiding and aſſiſting to his return 
into the realm, or any other his Majeſty” $ dominions, or 
ſhould harbor or conceal him within the ſame, or any of 
them, being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhould be adjudged 
guilty of felony, and ſhould ſuffer or forfeit, as in caſes of 1 
felony, without benefit of clergy. „ 11 


Tux ſame” ts. 5 Sled, was apnexed to the hold- 
ing correſpondence with the Biſhop, without exception to 
any perſons whatſoever; and to make it ſtill more binding, 8 
every offence committed againſt the act was to be tried in 
any county witnig da ent. of nn. „ 


3 : PT. . ' 4 


Tas 


. 


— 


Tuts ſevere bill differs in the laſt article 


* 


* 


in Charles the Second's time had paſſed againſt the Earl of 
| Clarendon; yet, as L 
rendon had fled from his proſecution-and retired 
and the crimes alledged againſt him 


ur puniſhment of the Biſhop of Rocheſter was. a blow 
levelled at the whole high-church party, who looked up to 
this prelate as their chief ornament and cupport: the whole 
kingdom reſounded with” their complaints, and even. their 
execrations, on oe occaſion: they repreſented the indignity 


* 


as an outrage upon the church of England and the epiſcopal 


order ; and carried their zeal ſach venturous lengths, as to. 


offer up public prayers for bis health. in almoſt all the 


7 


churches and chapels in London and Weſtminſter. Not o. 


1 4 
* * 


| bncere the conduct or warm the zeal of the tory faction, 
with whom the Biſhop had been ſtrictiy connected; for either; 
rendered timid by the terror with. which the conſpiracy had 


* 


3 
4 2 


filled the minds of all men, or willing to compliment an. 


* 


11 


eſtabliſhed miniſter in a point on which the government: 


* 


were warmly ſet, they all left the houſe in a body when the 


* Py 
bill was brought into the Commons. 
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Cowper obſerved, the Lord Cla- 


* 


ich Lerrze 


1 s 
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The hr in England, from the 


i -- 


Tur remaining part of the hiſtory of George the Firſ, 
| my f friend, is barren of all events which can give any ſcope. 


: to the genius of an hiſtorical writer, and entirely deprives 
; an author of the ſuperlative pleaſure of ſtriking the imagina- 


tions of his readers either with pleaſure or admiration : in 


| ſhort, it contains a tedious repetition of intricate and con- 


; tradictory treaties, all formed with the view of ſecuring the 


King's dominions on the Continent, and to deprive the ſub- 


jects at home of any hope of a change of ruinous- meaſures 


by a change of perſons at the helm of government; and it 


contains a tedious repetition of the proſtitute conduct of par- 


liaments, who laviſhly granted the people's money for no 


other end but the purpoſes mentioned above, and for the N 


corruption of the people at large, in a manner as ſhould ren- 


der them the willing inſtruments of the deſtruction of the 


national welfare abroad, and the underminin 8 their own pri- 
vleges at home. 


To enable the King to full fore new v engagements. which 


he had entered into with the Kin gs of Pruſſia and Denmark, 


for the ſole purpoſe and with the ſole view of ſecuring Bre- 
men and Verden, the Commons voted ten thouſand ſeamen, 


and agreed to maintain four thouſand additional troops which 
had been raiſed in the preceding Foe! ; an 2 addition which 


' increaſed 


Revolution to the preſent Time,” 


increaſed the eftabliſhment of EVE land S to cighteen LavTan v. 


5 thouſand two hundred and fixty-four x men. 


BIX. eigen a man a Jutly.c: celebrated for bis teady and | 
inflexible oppoſition to all the unconſtitutional and ruinous 


meaſures which had been purſued through this reign, endea- 


vored to prove, by the fituation of affairs both at home and 
abroad, that the addition was unneceſſary, and conſequently 5 
5 to be avoided, as 2, dangerous innovation and a needleſs ex- 
- pence. « If (fays he) not ſo much as the four thouſand 
9 augmentation of troops are to be parted with; if they 
« are to be continued till the pretences of all the princes in 


% Europe ſhall be. adjuſted, | till the. different intereſts of dif- 


ce ferent nations ſhall be reconciled, till the claim of Bre- c 
* men and Verden ſhall be fully ſettled and acquieſced i in, 


cc 


= 


till the long - expected form of a congreſs ſhall be com- 


8 . 


* 


e that our immenſe national debt, inſtead of being annually 


« reduced, will be, daily increaſed ; that our preſent griev= 
© ances, for grievances we have in the midſt of all our 


oy tranquility, inſtead of being ſpeedily removed, will be- 


et come pray and we * e of, bleſſin Me may 
never en Joy.” 
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pleted ; I freely own I am not without my apprehenſions 


The 2 b Fur the 1 
oY: 4k. Youge;/ A very launch friend to the gor rnme , was 
„„ the perſon appointed by the mini ry to anfwer Mr. Shippen; 
and this gentleman, in the ſpeech.” he made on the occakion, 
gave the houfe very fairly to underſtand, that how ve pacific 


might be the appearances, both at home and abroad, 


id, it was 
the intention of the higher powers to keep the 100 of op- 

| preſſion ſtill impending over the heads of the people, and 
1 not to fuffer any diminution of the military firength: the 
* „ proſperous fituation of affairs, he ſaid, the peace with all 
I | powers abroad, and the perfect tranquility at home, being 
3 in a great meaſure owing to the good poſture we were in, 
: =: - 1s - both by ſea and land, which made us reſpeated abroad, and 
[- ; 0 ſecure at home, it would be imprudenee n. not to continue 
thoſe forces on the ſame foot.” 


MEET "Nerturs the power arguments of Mr. Shippen iat 

„„ che augmentation, my friend, or the fuſpedtcd reafons of 
| Mr. Yonge for its continuance, had any effect on the houſe; 
the augmentation was carried'by a majority of one hundred 
and ſeven voices; all the demanded ſupplies, though cxorbi- 
tant, were granted without heſitztion ; and a deficiency of 
above five hundred thouſand pounds in the civit liſt was 


=: 5 mauaade up in the ſame manner and by the ſame means as the 
3 fame deficiency had been made up three years before. 
Ms 5 
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bl. Pultney, wha had moved for an n addreſs, thet!: an ac- Terres V. . 


count ſhould be laid before the houſe of all monies paid for 
ſecret ſervice, penſions, and bounties, from the twenty- TY 
day of March in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
one, to the twenty fifth of the ſame month in the preſent 
year ſeventeen hundred and twenty-four, urged, that the con- 
fideration of the King's meſſage, relating to the deficiency, 
ſhould be poſtponed until the houſe ſhould have examined the 
papers which were the ſubject of the addreſs: he expreſſed his 
ſurprize that a debt, amounting to above five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, had been contracted i in three years; ; and farcaſ- . 
tically added, he did not wonder that ſome perſons ſhould be 
ſo eager to make good the deficiencies of the civil lit, fince 


they and their friends enjoyed ſuch a ſhare | in that r. revenue. 


568 7; 


Tm avs ſpoke 1 Mr. Pultney ; ; but, like « every j other member 
who ſpoke « on the fide of his country, he ſpoke i in yain. No 
ſooner had England got rid of one expenſive continental con- 
nection but ſhe was dragged into another: the j jarrings of 
the European princes, though it was improbable that they 
could remotel y affect England, allowed no breathin g time to 
this unfortunate country: and as the different potentates all 
knew that the moſt diſtant danger of an attempt on the 
King's German dominions threw him in a panic, and that 
the influence he had over venal parliaments made him maſter 
Vor. I. te e : of 
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The. Hi 2 off um from 


| auen v. of hs purſe of. Oteat- Britain, they played on his fears, and 


; gagement 1 to procure atis Aer 


. the aun of Ow. „ 


ayailed themſelves of his partiality and his power to proſecute 
their own quarrels and ambitious views with Englith money; 
and thus, by enriching themſelves and impoveriſhing a for- 
midable maritime ate, maintained the balance of Europe, 


Which our growing greatneſs might have overſet if we had 
not 0 es concurred in n poifing the ſcales of e, | 


; fi} IS 4. 


o a cloſe union which at this time book place between 


| the courts of Spain and Vienna, though its terms u were per- 


| fect 1 reeable to the tr eaty tranſacted at London between : 


the courts of France and England, the King, who imagined 


he had reaſon to fear from the Emperor : an attempt on his 


German dominions, took the alarm. A negociation between 


1 5 Pruſſia, F. rance, and England, took place at Hanoyer i in the | 


month of September, ſeventeen hundred and twenty-ſeven, 
and concluded with a defenſive treaty, limited to the term of 


fifteen years, and which implied a mutual guaranty of the 


34383 


dominions poſſeſſed by the contracting parties, their rights 
2; and privileges, thoſe of commerce in particular, and an en- 


1 to the proteſtants of Thorn, 
who had lately been oppreſſed by the. catholics contrary to 


1 


at F* ax f E. & * „ 4 1 : a 2 ht 


* 
1 


BER protetaut calle! you knw, my friend, ought it had 
been taken up and forſaken upon every. point in which the 


intereſt, the grandeur, or the caprice of the ſovereign was 


Lerris v. 


concerned, yet it was a VE. AE never ome o draw, | in 


gudgeons to the mini: 


ſeen that the King s intereſts in lent dictated the treaty 
of Hanover, and that articles of commerce and the proteſtant 


religion were inſerted merely to ſecure the approbation of : 


the-Britiſh ſubjects to the terms of the alliance, they had 


* 


the ſame effect as if * thele | articles y were: the primary and fole : 


end of the treaty. 


Tur K's in his ſpeech to the t two houſes, gave them to 
- underſtand, that the diſtreſſed condition of ſome of their pro- 
teſtant brethren abroad, and the negociations and en gage 
e contracted by Ry foreign powers, which ſeemed to 
have laid the foundation of new troubles and diſturbances in 
Europe, and to threaten his ſubjects with the loſs of ſeveral 
of the moſt advantageous branches of their trade, had obliged 
him to concert with other powers ſuch meaſures as might 
give a check to the ambitious views of thoſe who were en- 


in n thoſe courts, ' whoſe meaſures ſeemed moſt to favor thaw 


LES, —— X Xx 2 | "Pw: 


deavoring to render themſelves formidable, and put a top 
to ſuch. dangerous deſigns: tlie enemies of government, he 
added, were very buſy, by their inſtruments and emiffiries | 


| 349. . of England, from the 


Lerris v. purpoſes, in ole and promoting the | cauſe of the 
Pretender. | 

8 T HE miniſtry, you may be certain, my friend, did not fail 

to expatiate largely on the hints flung out in his Majeſty's . 

1 ſpeech; they rung the changes of the deſigns of a popiſn 

Pretender, the proteſtant intereſt, and the balance of power, 
with their uſual ſucceſs; and aſſerted, that the Emperor, and 
the King of Spain, excluſive of the public treaties concluded 


. at Vienna, had entered into private engagements, importing, 
that the Imperialiſts ſhould join the Spaniards in recovering 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon, by force of arms, in caſe the 
King of England ſhould refuſe to reſtore them amicably, ac- 
cording to a ſolemn promiſe he had made; that a double 
marriage ſhould take place between the two Infants of Spain | 
and the two Archducheſſes of Auſtria; and that means ſhould 
be taken to place the Pretender on the throne of Prin, 


HoxAr10 Walpole, the brother t to the miniſter, » was the 
chief ſpeaker on the fide of the government. It is to be no- 
ticed, that he had formerly exclaimed with violence againſt 7 
that article of the treaty of Utrecht which prevented the 
houſes of Auſtria and Spain from being immediately united 


in the perſon of the Emperor: but time and experience, you 
know, my friend, base conviction of crrot to a candid 
mind ; 


. | Revolution 0 * pron Tine. 
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mind and this you, may, if you pleaſe, Mopped 4 to be. the Lerres 5. 


. caſe with Mr. Walpole, who now enlarged, with equal 


warmth, on the dan ger to which the balance of power would 


be expoſed, ſhould the iſſue male of the projected marriage 


between the houſes of Auſtria and Spain at any time poſleſs 2 
the united powers of the Imperial Gm and the crown FO 


Spain. 


Smrrzx, the honeſt and determined oppoſer of all conti- 
nental connections, urged that the treaty of Hanover would 
engage the Britiſh nation in a war for the defence of the 


King's German dominions, contrary to an expreſs proviſion: 


made i in the act of ſettlement. | 
res SE obſervations. were not only pes b in vain, but 
a Commons, to ſhew their contempt for the worthy 


ſpeaker, and the conditions of the act of ſettlement, in 


their addreſs to the throne, at the ſame time that they 


approved the alliance the King had concluded at H anover, 


they promiſed his Majeſty that they would ſupport him 


| againſt all inſults and attacks which ſhould be made upon 


any of his mier thou gh not belon ging to the crown of 
Breat-Britain. 


* 
— 


err v 4 bir to be notic 


* 


that the Kin ng,” in his ſpeech fron 
he ever had to = his fub= 


throne on the o den 
claring the great un wil 


were fully and effeQually N he ſhould be enabled to d | 
A ſtrong fleet at ſea early in the ſpring; yet the conſequence | 
of the Commons” loyal addreſs, containing ſuch flattering 
deſiring an extraordinary ſupply, 
might be enabled to augment his maritime 
1115 aan nen ſueh other meaſures as hould be neceffary 


* 
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confidence with which his ; Majeſy 
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8 rei gu was e bleſſed, 


ſince, on the former occaſion. hinted at above, the mini 
„ a 2 
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'To ew” you, my friend, that the Commons had ſome 
reaſons for their conduct, the King had been graciouſly | 
pleaſed, | in his anſwer to the loyal addreſs, to aſſure the two 
| aa houſes, 


* 


* 1 ; , 2 g A 


ſubje ir particular intereſts ſhould, upon all oc 5 | Phe 
de his peculiar car. In nie mg 0 5 | 
Wren the grind of all the demanded — 
Was e wake ; 00 a tumult at G mito; on the provo- 318 „„ 1 
| ough very inconfiderable im al 
its riſe 25 ne afforded a corroborating argument | e | 1 
ä this favorite Fir ae een en. | — 
might differ on fy tems of pellen t. 1 
that it was not the intereſt of a commercial ftate, 2 5 ne N 1 
gling with the burthen-of a 1185 ag 6 60 Wer into need - 1 „ 
and unpros rand „% oo 1 
miniſtry, for putting 2 | 
expence in the increaſe of * 1 f 
was the necet ity of p tting England 1 45 p 2 
againſt the intrigues and pernicious treaties new | 7 
| between the Emperor, tlie Spaniſh monarch, and their allies; - 71208 


ren v. yet before theſe princes had entered into any overt ae * war, 


 rear-admiral Hoſſier, in April 1726, was. directed to ſail to | 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, with the intent of making prize 


The a ruled from: the 


of the Spaniſh galleons which at this ſeaſon of the year tranſ- 
p rt to Spain the treaſures ſound in the rich mines of this | 
part of i its dominions. 307 „ 


* 


Tux intention of to. court of England reached the ear of 


pe S zpaniſh monarch before the defign could be executed ; 


and an advice-boat Bot the ſtart of Hoſſier time enou gh to ſe- 


cure the treaſure, to the amount of fix clfions ſterling, by di- 
refting that it ſhould be unlonded and carried back to Panama, 


* 5 


Tuus, w e reaping any profit from the expedition; 
England incurred the odium of having entered into a mean 


piratical ſcheme of robbing the court of Spain of its ex- 


pected treaſure, even whilſt a ne Kabinen between the 


| two nations. 


"kom IRAL Hoſler, whoſe 4 were die confined: 10 


the ſeizing the Spaniſh galleons, lay inactive before Porto 
Bello till he became the laughing-ſtock of the Spaniards, till 


the greater part of his men periſhed by the diſcaſes incident 


to that unhealthy climate, and till his ſhips were deſtroyed 
by worms. The Spaniards ſeized the Engliſh South- Sea ſhip 


at 


t lacy 70 the 2 Time.” 


. 120 Vera Cruz, together with all the i and effects 


belonging to that company ; and + a few Spanith ſhips were 


_ "Y oy of 2 7 8 


Tus fate of ker, who e ſo mock the 0 


reſtricted from obeying the dictates of his courage in the 
laying ſiege to Porto Bello, as to die of a broken heart, to- 


gether with the ill ſucceſs of the expedition, raiſed a loud 


elamour i in England; yet the miniſtry had ſufficient influ- | 
ence to carry every meaſure of the court in parliament. To 


this aſſembly his Majeſty, after repeating the ſubſtance of 


what he had before advanced, continued his ſpeech with aflu- 


ring the two houſes, that one of the ſecret articles ſubſiſting 


Lirran V. 


: - 


between the Emperor and the court of Spain was the placing 


the Pretender on the throne of Great-Britain, and another 
the conqueſt of Gibraltar and Port Mahon; he affirmed, that 


the combinations againſt Great-Britain extended themſelyes 


into Ruſſia; that the Engliſh fleet ſeaſonably prevented ſuch 


defigns as would have opened a way to the invaſion of the 


kingdoms | of Great-Britain; that the King of Spain had 


ordered his miniſter, reſiding in England, to quit the king- 


dom, and that he had left a memorial, little ſhort of a de- 
ww) in which he inſiſted upon the reſtitution of Gibral- 


As uſual, he exhorted the Commons to grant ſuch ſup- 


plies as ſhould be neceſſary for the defence of their country, 


ary. of Ey gle from. the | 

making good. his engagements. with ak als of 
Gen- Baie, and, as uſual, his Majeſty ended hig peech 
with expatiatin g largely on the balance of power in Europe, 
the ſecurity of the Britiſh commerce, the deſigns of a popiſh 
Pretender, the preſent happy eſtabliſhmen pt, the religion, li- 
berties, and properties of A free people. : 


* we motion of Mr. Onſlow, far an 8 adi. | 
echoing back the ſpeech from the throne, Mr. Shippen urged, 
that the matter of peace and war was of the greateſt weight 
which could fall under the conſideration of that afſembly ; 
and that, in order to give proper advice to bis Majeſty, they 

ou ght to conſider ſeveral papers which were abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be communicated to them , to ſtate certain facts, 
relating to theſe weighty matters. _ 


— 


Sin William Wyndham, 3 on the unſteadineſs 
of our councils, obſerved, that of late years our meaſures had 
been i ina perpetual fluctuation; that, Penelope like, we were 
continually weaving and unravelling the ſame web; one time 
raiſing up the Emperor to depreſs France, and now we were 
depreſſing the Emperor to aggrandize France: a conduct 
which, under the pretence of holding t the balance of Europe, 


would engage us in 


Mx. 


* - 


en 15 ad te Time 


el erg thithw beni S8 1 in an dert v. 


bers repieſented by the government, and in particular on the 


which was alledged as a proof of an offenſive alliance between 
mperor and the King of Spain, he had in his pocket 
the purport of the ſecret article relating t to that affair, which 
was - only, that in caſe the R 
poſitive promiſe from Great-Britain to re 


me for the SR ra of ſuch a went 


N 3 


81R Thomas Hanmer obter ved, that TROY princes might 
make a political uſe of the Pretender, as a ſtate bu gbear to 
fiighten and alarm us, and thereby endeavor to make us ſub- 


fervient to their ambitious deſigns 1 * but, in my opinion, 


« (ſays he) the intereſt of the Chevalier wis never fo low, nor 
, his party ſo inconfiderable and ſo deſpicable, as at preſent; 
« and therefore, in this day's debate, og ought to be left 


b „ , Es 2 


Czatina and the King of Spain's defign of invading England 
with five or fix men of war, à project which might at any 
time be defeated by the ordinary guard-ſhips ; that the fears 
of the Pretender were gron ndleſs and chimerical, and he could 7 
not tell how they could bring him over, unleſs they borrowed OL. 
Captain Gulliver” s floating iſland ; he accuſed the miniſtry of 
| negligence, in ſuffering the Oſtend company to get a footing 1 
in Europe and India; and as to Gibraltar, the demand of 


ing of Spain _ AG 7 
Imperial Majeſty would engage to become a mediator and 


34 
3 + 


LerTan v. 


5 The. 22 of England, fron the 


« entirely. out of the queſtion. I am apprehenfive the ac- 
46 quiſition of ſome dominions abroad have ſown the ſeeds 


« and are the true cauſes of the diviſions and diſtractions 


which now threaten the general tranquility. of Europe, by 
"Ne drawing us into unaccountable compliances, for the Em- 


7 peror, on the one hand, and into a promiſe, at leaſt a 
dy conditional one, for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, on the 


Ls other hand.” „ VVV 


_ 


In the hou le of TO We : the Lord Bath urſt tak notice, that 


the acceſſion of the States-General to the treaty was upon 
condition that the a& ſhould be approved and ratified by the 


Kings of Great-Britain, France, and Pruſſia, but that the 
miniſter of his Pruſſian Majeſty had refuſed to ſign the at 


of acceſſion, which was therefore of no effect; ; that if the 


court of France ſhould, for the ſame reaſon, think itſelf diſ- 
engaged from the Havover alliance, Britain alone would be 
obliged to bear the burthen of an expenſive war againſt two 


of the * potentates in an. 


Loxp Bathurſt e. that che nation Was loaded with 


a debt of fifty millions, and, in order to maintain ſuch a 


war, would be obliged to raiſe ſeven millions yearly, an 
annual ſum by which the people would ſoon be exhauſted: 


he imputed the violent ſtate of affairs between the two crowns 


in the mini 
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to the Engliſh miniſtry; and mente 
I” th the King of Great- Britain for the reſtitution of 
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Lonxp Townſhend, in the upper -houſe, affirmed, that no 
promiſe for reſtoring Gibraltar had been made, and in the 
_ houſe of Commons Sir Robert Walpole owned the fact; but 
- notwithildadiiy the contradiction, and theſe double dealings 


» 


, the court triumphed over the oppoſition ; the 
addreſſes were r by a great maj jority, and were. followed 
by a vote of the Commons for the raiſing twenty thouſand 
ſeamen, and ſix and twenty thoufand three hundred and 
eighty- three men for he land ſervice ; and to defray the ex- 


traordinary erpenee a land - tax of four thillings in the pound 

z * : ASI: 22h Fes Ge 8 77 17 vr f 2 127 Ns 1 
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SEVENTEEN Lords entered their proteſt againſt the reſolu- 

tion for an addreſs i in the upper houſe; and ſeveral ineffe@tual 
motions were made, to the following 8 purport, amen ng 
Commons: e - 

5 FEC | 

Firſt, That the engagements relative to the re 1 

_ raltar ſhould be laid węfore the houſe : N 
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. | "Secondly, Fora bey of the ihe 
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. Thirdly, To addreſs the King for. fuck memorials and re- 
preſentations. from the courts of Sweden 
induced him, in the courſe of the ' preceding you to ſend a 
ns to * Baltic: „ e 


'Denmark- as 
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Tus had m 


The granting money with a frugal hand, and the examining 
with ſtrictneſs the public accounts, is, you know, my friend, 


the [onde uſe. and duty c of parliaments, but we * now arrived 


the per riod, when a total, ec 


191 n 


5, to the will of a miniſter, 


bet lin 33 404 9 


ce, even in, this great 
has given. a large, fund for 


otion was: made on there being an article of one 
W and twenty-five thouſand pounds iſſued out for 
other engagements, over and above ſuchs as were fpecified, 


corruption in the hands of government; has rendered parlia - 


conſider them as an expenſive, burthenſome part of the con- 
ditut 265 18 4 te 94 0 Drill 23092640930 ; 
tuti 


2 — 


ruments I which the people a are feed 


: lo ft 21 1633.4 © 43,1 2114 
1 a abe with ke non iþ 
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wit 32 * | 1 
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ments obnoxious to a great part of the community, Who 


at the court of Vienna, pre- Lr . 


* 


facts, ſeveral things were 


ol 


ſented, or void of all foundation. „„ 1 


— 


another addreſs to the, c, expreſſive of their indignation. . „ "ol 
at the inſolence the me rial. Aer! 4 ith 4 f fi A 5-14" F | 11 Ps. 5 455 2 5 : LY | 
| 8 : 4 I 
Great-Britain at the: diet . 
ume for the court of England to ſecure itſelf againſt the un | 
pending ſtorm. A more ſtrict engagement was entered ines . =. I 
with the French King ; a new treaty concluded with toe 2M 
ing of Denmark; it was agreod toi pay fifty | — p 
5 for three years, to the Ki 1 55 1 : . J 
prince's holding in 5 1 
the occaſions, of the | i | | | 25 3 
for four and twenty: thouſand: men, and:a-firong ſq1 | 
be ſent into the Balti and made a convention with: pril 
; y | | o | 
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of Heſſe Caſſel, who uidertook/its: provide ache thouſind 


infantry, and four thouſand horſe, in conſideration of the 
immediate payment of ſeyenty- four thouſand pounds, and 


fifty thouſand - pounds more in caſe the me ſhould be r re- 
"ous! beſides their pay : and #ſubbftence. © | or We 


& Se 


AcconpinG | to what Lord Bathurſt had advanced'i in the 
houſe of Lords, the King of Pruſſia, though he had married 


| | George” 8 daughter, deſerted his intereſt, and went over to 


the Emperor ; ; and the States-General were ſhy of entering 


into the allianee. Thus England had no other reſource but 


its natural enemy the King of F rance, the Kings of Sweden 


| and Denmark, and the principality of Heſſe-Cafſel : but it 


is to be obſeryed, that neither of theſe powers would con- 


tribute their aſſiſtance without bein g gratified with exor- 


bitant ſubſidies; though the dan ger being common, the ex- 


| pence, as far as their powers would go, ought” to have been 


Tux parliament, you know, my friend, had given full 
confidence to his Majeſty in regard to the forming the trea- 
ties and alliances neceſſary to the ſecurity of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, and had offered up their lives and fortunes, and 
conſequently the lives and fortunes of their conſtituents, to 
| ſupport the meaſures of the government. 


Tux 


a 


; Revolution 6 to the; profit Time. 


; 353. 


Tur conduct of the two houſes kept pace with Weit kira v. 


profeſſions : in the malt- tax bill they inſerted a clauſe of 
appropriation, impowering the King to apply ſuch ſums as 
ſhould be neceſſary for defraying the expences and engage= 
ments which had been or ſhould be made before the twenty 


fifth of September, and in concerting ſuch meafures as he 
| ſhould think moſt conducive to the ſecurity of trade, and re- 


ſtoring the peace of Europe: and in addition to this unpar- 
liamentary manner of granting. ſupplies, which, as no pro- 


viſion was made to call any perſon to account for the money 
which ſhould be diſpoſed of by virtue of this clauſe, effectu- 


ally deſtroyed that neceſſary ſecurity which. the wiſdom of our 


anceſtors had formed againſt miſapplication: In addition, Iſay, 
my friend, to this unparliamentary, this dan gerous „this de- 
ſtructive manner of granting ſupplies, they ſet the ruinous pre- 
cedent of deviating from ſeveral votes and acts of parliament, 
| by which the exceedings of the-public funds were appro- 


priated to the diſcharge of the national debt, or to the in- 

creaſe of the ſinking fund, and granting the ſum of three 

| hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds, to be raiſed by loans 
and exchequer bills, and to be charged on the ſurplus of coal 


and culm, reſerved for the parliament's diſpoſal. 


8 5 
4 « 


4 Wirst the repreſentatives of the people were thus beg- 


ka g 5 nation, and waſting every means left to recover 


3 3 The Hiftory of England, frum tie 
„ errut v. the exhauſted finances and the independence of the people, 
. hoſtilities were commenced againſt the dominions of Great- 
Britain, and the Spaniards laid ſiege to Gibraltar on the ele- 
venth day of February, ſeventeen hundred and twenty-ſeven 25 
on the intelligence of this attack, a reinforcement was ſent 
from England, under convoy of a fleet commanded by Sir 
Charles Wager, and Sir John Norris ſet ſail with a powerful 
force for the Baltic, where he was joined by a Daniſh 
5 . ſquadron : but, on the eve of a war which threatened to 
| embroil all Europe for years, a ſudden ſtop was: put to the 
farther effuſion of -human blood, by the mediation of the 
King of France; it was conducted at Vienna by the Duke 
of Richlieu, the French ambaſſador; and at length all par- 


ties agreed to twelve preliminary articles, which were ſigned 


in May at Paris by the miniſters of the Hanover alliance, and 
afterwards at Vienna by the Imperial and 8 paniſh ambaſſa- 
dors. Theſe e articles n 


* 


| That hoſtilities ſhould immediately ceaſe: : 


That the charter of the Oftend company ſhould be fuf- 
. pended for ſeven years: and 


That a ein would in four months be opened at Aix- 
la-Chapelle for adjuſting all ces, and conſolidatin 8 
the peace of Europe. 
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KING 
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3 Revolution to the prone Ti ime. 


| Kin George dd not live either to, enjoy o or to interrupt 
the general. peace which theſe preliminary articles promiſed F 
he was ſuddenly ſeized with a paralytic diſorder, on the road 
by > Holland to Hanover, the beloved ſeat of his German 
dominions, and was conveyed in a ſtate of inſenſbility to 
Oſnaburgh, where he expired on Sunday the eleventh of 
July, 1727, in the fixty-ceighth year of his age, and t the thir- 
teenth of his reign. | | 


. 
> 4 ** I 


8 You know, my friend, that I have totally rejected the in- 
9 vidious taſk of givin g characters: in the hiſtory of theſe mo- 
1. dern times, 1 cannot ſubmit to the drudgery of culling pane- 
gyric from addreſſes or birth- day odes; ; and other reſearches 
might lead me into dangerous paths. The medium of party 
undoubtedly viewed the political conduct of George the Firſt 

as coloured by the prejudices of the eye throu gh which it was 
ſurveyed; but whatever might be the virtues, vices, or errors 
of his political conduct, he was liked, and even loved by the 
individuals who, had the honor. of a familiar converſation 
with him, and was generally regarded by thoſe who do not 
examine cloſely or critically into the nature-of virtue and 
8 vice, or the motives and principles of human conduct, as a 
man who had an honeſt heart, and whoſe faults in his go- 
vernment, if there are any faults to be found, were entirely | 
owing to the ſuggeſtions of a venal miniſtry, who, having 
: „ neither 


LIr TEA V.“ 


Lr v. — faftetent Ane. or ficient undertanding, to 8 
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| vern parties by the confidence which theſe great qualities | „ 
give, cheir power and influence were ans n on co-- 
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My kavration, NY Field, has furniſhed you with ty. 1 4 
5 proofs of the liberal, nay,. the profuſe manner with WEED... 
every parliament gave away the money of the people.— 
8 George the Firſt was almoſt always in war, or elſe entangled- 
in expenſive alliances. Bremen and Verden were bought, as > 
I may fay, with the ſweat of the brow of the Engliſh ſub⸗ 
et: and though the nation was fifty millions i in debt, the 
wretched: people, who were regarded in no other light but. 7 
as the means to raiſe” money for the uſe of their betters, were 
almoſt every year ſaddled with the burthen of near ſeven N 
millions; and the heavy taxes which produced this ſum were 


carried through the two houſes without any conſiderable p- 
poſition, except in the firſt parliament of this King J reign; 'L 
yet ſuch, 'were the prejudices of a prince, who, I am told, 
governed his German dominions in ſo abſolute a manner, 
that the miſerable ſlaves of the principality are obliged to pay 
a tax to the government for every joint of meat they lay down 
to the fire. Such were the prejudices of this German Elec- 
tor, that Lord Cheſterfield informs us, that George the Firſt 
| was exceedingly hurt, even. with the weak oppoſition he met 
og 155 6 3 4 
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with! in parliament, on account of ſubſidies; and could not Tier r 
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elp complaining to his moſt | intimate friends, that be was e 


= * oy 


come over to England to be a begging King; ;* that is; that VVT 
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he could not command without aſeing, and iſſue 0 
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dates to raiſe arbitrary taxes by the royal anti ſingly. „%% Re 
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| the r by Stetng them in the ftvation of cre- 
Us . ditors to the government, had ſo infected the minds 
"of þ every adminiſtration, from the period of William” s acceſ- 
ſion to the acceſſion of George the Second, that to ſquander | 
away as much money as could be procured from the laviſh pro- 
di gality of dependent parliaments, Was become the favorite 
manner in which eyery miniſter gave proof of his loyalty as 

a ſubject, and his abilities as a ſtateſman ; and it was at this 
period a favorite maxim with the courtiers, that the ſecurity 


of the proteſtant ſ ſucceſſion depended on the largeneſs of the 
national debt. In this political delirium, it is not a matter 


of ſurprize, that the ſyſtem of economy adopted by the me- 
morable Duke de Sully, was ſo far from prevailin g in the 


* 


. . times 


| Revolution to | the preſent T Tine. Ld ns 359 
times I am now writing on, chat che national dt; at the Lerman 1. 
acceſſion of George the Second, was increaſed to the inen. 0 5 9 
| | ſum of upwards of fifty raillions. | With this grievance, ae PO; 
which would have ſtaggered: the loyalty of every cavaliep" in . 55 4 8 5 
the train of Charles the F irſt, "Great-ritain iod engaged | We 4 
to pecuniary ſubfidies to ſeveral powers on the Continent, Ip 5 4 I 
with whom its intereſts were not i in any manner connected. 9 a | 
The wealth of the nation had been layidbed upon, and me-. * 2 oe 7 
commerce facrificed to the intereſt and the ſecurity.of Ha- 5 8 f 
. nover. Deſtructiye encroachnients had been made upon the bo 
conſtitution, by the repeal of the act for triennial parlia- 3 7 255 : 4 
ments, by frequent ſuſpenſions of the habeas' corpus act upon . 6 3 - 
unimportant occaſions, by repealing the moſt falutary clauſes | 1 
in the act of ſettlement, by votes of credit, by the « eſtabliſh-/ „„ 
„ ment of a large ſtanding army, and by the introduction f 
ſuch a regular ſyſtem of corruption, as rendered the privi- 
bers of a parliament a dangerous burthen on the people, and 
put the liberties of the ſubje& 1 ina fituation infinitely more | 3 2 
| precariqus and inſecure than they bad ever been by the - RE 15 „ 
fired or the incroached prerogatives of the crown. In ſhort, Fs . T7 | | > 8 5 0 
ſuch- were the. accumulated evils the nation had ſuffered; „ au MN 5 PL if | I 
| and ſuch the injuries {the conſtitution” had ſuſtained, from A 165 i . 3 fo ; vo . 
the ſeveral adminiſtrations of the three laſt preceding reigns, ROBY op i bow” FO. 10 J 
"that thoſe individuals of the ſociety, who wete ſincerely 2” a „ 1 f 1 f 
8 attached to the welfare and the intereſts of their . 3 | i 4 
| | 5 | Wc 4 
5 4 . 9 1 1 
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14 | 3 Th Hitery . England, frm. th HEEL Me 
{ | Lavru 1 1 . try, ig diametrically oppoſite, in hate principles to TRA 
16 93 ; _ prejuc 28 of jacobitiſm, . to think that another Reyo- 


ory 


9 © lution would be-neceflary, to put the empite in as good a 
| hes Wea 25 1 it was on | the abdication of James the Second. 
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« | —Hownven, my friead, Hope travels through, nor leaves 
5 us when we die z and you Kno- the government of every 
1 new prince is always attended with the moſt. flattering, the 


N 1 ws moſt extravagant expectations of better times: : no ſooner had 5 
* George the Second received the intelligence of his father "2. 
3 death, chan he repaired from Richmond to Leieeter:Houſe; - 


ff 5 | the privy council were. immediately aflembled, and the next 
3 day he was proclaimed Eing in the uſual forms: : his Ma- 
| 3 jelly took and ſubſcribed the. cath for the ſecurity. of the 
| church of Scotland, as as a5 required by the act of union, and 
f 1 | declared his firm purpoſe” to preſerve. the conſtitution in | 


— 


r church and ſtate: at the ſame time he arowed his infention 


| . to cultivate thoſe alliances which his father had-made with 
„ 35 foreign princes”; ; and to convince the People that no change 
VV meaſures were immediately intended, all the grew ollicere 
| Het 1 Ty „„ of ſtate were continued i in their places. . | 
JJ c 
Tr Warn the demiſe of che late King v was known, the par- 


1 „ | lament afſembled, in purſuance of-an- at made for that pur- 
pode: they were immediately prorogued to the twenty- ſerenth 
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IL WE. „ 21 


ing, in his ſpeech to both 


* * "IF 


at ar the opening the ſeſſion, profeſſed a a fixed. ee to — 


ae nn 3 


rit the love and the affection of his people, by maintaining 


them i in the full enjoyment of their religious and civil rights: ks 
he promiſed to leſſen the public expence, as as ſoon as the cir- 


cumſtances of affairs would permit; and obſerved 1 to the 
Common „ that the grant of the greateſt part of the ciy il 


2 


ſt revenue was now determined; and that it would be ne- 
ceflary for them to make a new proviſion for himſelf and! 


Is. the patriot party i in the Houſe had formed any hopes 
on his Majeſty” s moſt gracious aſſurances, that a plan of 
Cconomy, adequate to the public exigencies, was really i in- 
tended to be put in execution, great muſt be their diſappoint- 
ment when Sir Robert Walpole, who kept poſſeſſion of his 
office of Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, obſerved, that the an- 
nual ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, granted to and 
ſettled on the late King, had fallen ſhort every year, and that 
his preſent Majeſty 6 expences were Braly to increaſe, by rea- 
fon of the largeneſs of his family. 4 


In conſequence of this obſervation, Sir Robert Walpole 
moved, that the entire revenues of the civil liſt, which pro- 
Vor. I. | E * Aa a 5 | duced 
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* 1 1 7 be E 2 of England from the 


Lyrran v. duced ahi hundred thouſand pounds, ſhould be ſettled on 
his preſent OW during his _ | 


sur Pri, my friend, during the whole courſe of the laſt 
reign, in his ſtation as repreſentative of the people, had op- 
poſed, with great ſtrength of argument and energy of ex- 
preſſion, every motion and every manœuvre of the miniſters, 
which was contrary to public welfare and ſecurity: but it 
was now that he was warmed into an indignation, which 
would have done honor to the Roman, Cato, when he ha- 
rangued i in the forum, and gave his voice againſt the perni- 


| cious laws propoſed by ſeditious tribunes, for the purpoſes o! of 


Party and the ruin of the commonvealth, 


A is with the motion, Mr. Shippen obſerved, 
would be inconſiſtent with the truſt repoſed in the parlia- 
ment, as the repreſentatives of the people, who ought to be 
very frugal in the exerciſe of the right of giving away the | 
public money. The ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, 

he faid, was not obtained for his late Majeſty without a long 
ùꝓI—- * ſolemn debate; and every member who contended for it 
Y 21 that time allowed it to be an ample royal revenue. It was 
to be hoped, that many perſonal, many particular expences 


in the late reign, eſpecially thoſe for frequent journies to 
„ Hanover, would be diſcontinued, and entirely ceaſe. 
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Mx. ne Sande obſerved, that the civil lit 0 8 Lerrus vr. 
in the Queen's reign did not often exceed the ſum of five 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, nevertheleſs ſhe called : 
5 upon her parliaments but once, in a reign of thirteen years, 
to pay the debts contracted in her civil government, and theſe 
were occaſioned by the unparalleled inſtances of her genero- 


ſity. She gave the firſt fruits and tenths, ariſing to nineteen 
thouſand pounds a year, as an augmentation of the mainte - 
nance of the poor clergy ; ſhe beſtowed five thouſand pounds 
per annum out of the poſt-office on the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough; the ſuffered ſeven hundred pounds to be charged 
weekly on the ſame office, for the ſervice of the public; ſne 
expended ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds in building the 
caſtle of Blenheim; ſhe allowed four thouſand pounds annu- 
1 ally to Prince Charles of Denmark ; the ſuſtained great loſſes 
by the tin contract; the ſupported the poor Palatines; ſhe ex- 
hibited many other proofs of royal bounty ; ; and immediately : 
before her death would have reduced her yearly expences to 
four hundred and fifty - nine thouſand nine hundred and forty 
pounds, | 


Snryean affirmed, that a million a year would not be ſuf- 
ficient to carry on the exorbitant expences, fo often and fo 
: juſtly complained. of in the houſe of Commons: that, over 
and above the yearly allowance of ſeyen hundred thouſand 

Aaa2 _ | pounds, 
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Irre vi, pounds, many 6ccafional taxes, many exceſſive ſums, were 


; raiſed, and all ſunk i in the bottomleſs gulph of ſecret ſervice; . 


two hundred and fifty thouſand. pounds were raiſed, in de- 


fiance of the ancient parliamentary methods to ſecure the 


kingdom from a Swediſh invaſion: the two inſurance offices 


were erected, and paid near three hundred thouſand pounds 


for their charters : : our enmity with Sweden being changed 
into an alliance, a ſublidy of ſeventy- two thouſand pounds was | 
implicitly granted to fulfil ſome ſecret engagement with that 
crown: four and twenty thouſand. pounds were given for 
burning merchant ſhips artived from infected places, though 


the goods, which ought to have been deſtroyed for the'pub- 
lie kafety, » were © afterwards privately ſold: a a ſum of five 1220 


r 


A. debts 15 the « civil liſt, and his Majeſty declared by WT. 


"tage, he v was reſolved to retrench his expences | for the future; 
notwithſlanding this reſolution, i in leſs than four years, a new 
demand of the like ſum was made and granted to diſcharge 


Vie Dis 2 i; 


new incumbrances: : the Spaniſh ſhips of war Which Admira 


1 


Byng took in the Mediterranean, were ſold for a conſider- 
able ſum of money: one hundred and twenty-five thouſand 


11 = u HH HOW 3 


Funde s were granted i in the lag ſeſſion, to be ſecretly dif poſed 
of for the public utility; a ; and there \ was till a a debt in the 
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civil government, amounting to above bx hundred thouſand 


DARE: * 


pounds. 1 5 7 
act I Have, 
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2 70 the pr 


Shippen's, long ſpcech, becauſe it contains a lit of all the 
'pecutiiary grievances the nation ſuffered, and al the low 
telcks played by the miniftry i in the laſt reign; but it had ſo 
little effect on the callous diſpoſition f the Commons, that 
no reply was made to Mr. Shippen's s ſpeech, nor to his pro- 
| poſal, that itiſtead of granting an addition to the civil liſt, 
they ſhould reſtrict that revenue ito 'the yearly ſum of ſeven 
| Hundred thouſand pounds the motion Was agreed to by ia 
large majority; a bill was brought. in / for the better ſupport 
of his Majeſty's houſhold; and the ſum: of one hundred thou- 
fand pounds, together with bis Majeſty 8 palace of Somerſet- 
houſe, and Richmond Old Park, were ſettled on-her-Majeſty . 
"Queen Caroline, by way of jointure, in caſe ſhe; furvived"the 


King. This, my friend, was charged upom the revenues of che 


civil tit, and it was double the ſum which: hadibeen ſettled 


on any of tlie preceding Queen Conforts,—an addition whith. 
far ſurpaſſed the ineteaſed price of commodities, though that b 
Increaſe was large, und which you muſt lo was a dangerous 
And tremendous'precedent,' and at the ſame time a formida- 
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1 The H; 2 py England, from the 


II was at this period that. all Europe was heb from 
the calamities of war, and the peace of Great- Britain nei- 
ther ſuffered, or was likely to ſuffer, any interruption; yet 
this circumſtance was ſo far from producing any alleviation 
to the oppreſſive burthens ſhe had, with ſo much patience 
and long ſuffering, ſuſtained, that the new parliament, which 


met on the twenty-third of January, 1727, on the pretence 
of ſome difficulties which had retarded the execution of the 
preliminaries of peace, voted two and twenty thouſand nine 
hundred and fifty-five men for guards and garriſons, and fif- 


teen thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice of the enſuing year; 


granted two hundred and thirty thouſand nine hundred and 
twenty-three pounds for the maintenance of twelve thou- 
ſand Heſſian troops; a ſubſidy of fifty thouſand pounds 
to the King of Sweden, and half that ſum to the Duke 
of Wolfembuttle. The expence of the year amounted to 
four millions, raiſed by a land- tax of three ſhillings in 


the pound, a malt tax, and by borrowing of the Bank one 
million ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand pounds: for the 
payment of this loan, annuities were granted to the amount 


of ſeventy thouſand pounds, to be raiſed by duties on coals 


imported into the city of London A petition was preſented 


by the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, ſet- 


ting forth, that the duties already laid upon coals and culm 


| imported into London affected the trade of that city only; 


e 
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that the inequality of the burthen was a great diſt tourage- 


ment to their manufactures, and an hardſhip 1 Pon all the 


hat the 
6: ſhifting of funds was but perpetuating taxes, and putting off 


trading inhabitants: and Mr. pulteney obſerved, 


the evil day; that, notwithſtanding the great merit which 
ſome perſons had built on the ſinking fund, it appeared that 
the national debt had been increafed ſince the ſetting up that 
pompous project. This laſt obſervation was levelled at the 
prime miniſter, Sir Robert Walpole: a warm altercation en- 
ſued; but the Commons turned a deaf ear to the petition of 
the citizens, and the arguments of their member, and ac- 
companied their large ſupply with a vote of credit, to fulfil, 
it was faid, certain engagements entered into, and concerted 
with the advice and the concurrence of the laſt parliament, 
for ſecuring the trade and navigation of the kingdom, and 
for reſtoring and preſerving the peace of Europe. . 


INDEED, my friend, the hiſtory of England is at this pe- 
riod fo little entertaining, that it puzzles me how to arrange 
the annual revolution of the ſame unavailing arguments on 
the one fide, and the ſame profligate venality on the other, 
in a manner as ſhall not render the detail of the abuſes in 
our nen as irkſome i in the reading as it is e in 
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Tur Parliament, as if they only met for the purpoſe of 
raiſing money, continued, without any decent pretext, to 
load the people with the ſame oppreſſiye burthens which they 
had ſuſtained during the heat of the war, notwithſtanding the 
1 addition ee vat been male to tbe, civil liſt. On the 


t konfand and); was 3 to 2 
King, on the pretenee of making 1 up. deficiencies, which were 
never proved: nay, it was aſſerted, that the civil liſt pro- 


duced yearly a much greater ſum than that for which it was 
7 given. The dutics. upon ſalt, a tax which was remarkably 


Felt by the poor, was revived, in order to reduce the land 


tax to one ſhilling in the pound. The ſubſidies to Sweden, 
Heſſe- Caſſel, and W olfembuttle, were continued; and wbilſt 
the land and ſea forces were kept up, merely for the purpoſe 


of creating a large number of dependants, our fleet lay in- 
active and rotting in the Weſt-Indies, where the Spaniſh 


.cruizers, .cnconraged by the timid conduct of the govern- 


-ment, committed depredations with eme on the com- 


merce of Great-Britain s 


ct ng in a their capacity of the 
grand iaqvifitore into public 1grjeyances, rejected petitions, 
for theſe and other abuſes; and ſo little attentive were they 

to any of the good and uſeful purpoſes of repreſentation , that 
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War the Commons were inne careleſs of all the Juſt 
5 for which they were entruſted with their 8 pri- 
vileges; ;—whilſt ſeats in n parliament were "purchaſed at high - 
„ % 000; with a view of making the beſt penny of. the pub- 
Fae lic; —vhilſt the members of both houſes were fingly engaged .. 

in the buſineſs of raiſing money on the people, in order 
to exact 4 large ſhare of the dividend Wit is no Wonder 
that the only laws which could poſiibly reſtrain the abuſes of 
repreſentation, which could render the ſpirit © of the conſtitu- „ 
| tion conſiſtent with its forms, and fix dominion' $ limits to 
its end ,—namely, Jaws to prevent penſioners from ſitting i in 
N parliament, and to reſtore the people to. their ancient ſalu- 
tary privileges, by ſhortening the duration of parliaments 
ſhould be rej jected with diſdain by a venal majority. 
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Beron® I leans this fabjes, my friend, 11 1 ut 3 to Levres =; | 
oa, that Dr, Sherlock, biſhop of Ban gor, afterwards tranſ- 0 


lated to Saram, and then to London, made no ſeruple to argue 15 


5 f "awowedly in favor of that” canker- worm in a ate, that de- e 
| r 3 of c N Aer conſtitution, that'r ruin to che morals - CCC 


tion; je e that e an > independent houſe of Qin; 1 1 5A] 
And an independent hoüſe of Lords, | were as inconſiſtent GGG +. 7 
I 5 «+2 the Engliſh conſtitution as an independent or abſolute King... . 


: This ſenſeleſs aſſertion lies ſo open, to conviction, fince it is 3 „ e : 17 g 
"ke if an independent houſe of Commons is inconfitent 1 x4 DO ; 5 
75 7 with our conſtitution chat a dependent one is uſeleſs, expen- 2 45 „ | 3 | f ww, 2 
e five, dangerous, and burthenſome, that it is not worth the 0 „ I 
waking any o obſervation upon it; only, that it proves to what 5 * 
RE low ſtate of depravity we were fallen, and how loſt to every N . 
RE: 8 ſenſe of what | 1s juſt, fit, decent, and expedient, when one of 352 Jo „„ 8. l 
. 2 the heads of the Engliſh church ſhould venture to broach | 7%, 5 5 
5 | doctrines which would have ſcandalized every Pagan beg in i ks | RO = - 


the corrupteſt fate of idolatry. EE | oo, OF 5 


sor PFER me to indulge my fancy for once, my friend, tho' 
ys am writing on a ſerious ſubject. Methinks I hear you fay, 

| What was become of the voice of the people? Is it poſſible, 

6 that before their necks were quite bowed to the yoke, by 
ropented ineffectual exertions, by painful executions, and 
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from a ſet of dependents which. are more than ſufficient to 
render 
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hs indffe@tia] al the bark againſt prefogative. | That it- Lervan v1. 
FE $ | © o "would introduce 'A general exciſe was: the err. of the country | „ 
* party; and the nation, though they had fat eaßy under innova- 7 e 5 
tions which gave up their power and their fortunes to the dif- 7 % 5 Wt 7 
Fou of the crown and i its dependants, took the alien 85 i | / 7 
alarm which was attended with ſuck; a ferment, that wong 5 7 85 N 
the miniſter carried his point with the commons by a majority 8 : : 


5 of fixty-one voices, he was obli ged to wave the adyantage, 
. 5 5 and give up his triumph. to the almoſt united. voice of the 
| people, Who threatened him with the executing Juſtice on | 
his perſon in the rough By. of popular « coercion. _ 5 


* 
1 3 


5 | Thvs the people, exerting with ſacteſs their natural rights VV EY 

on a ſubject of little importance to the welfare of the com- nd! rh nl 
munity, left the lovers of mankind the melancholy ſenſation EE 
of bitterly regretting their unpardonable ſupineneſs on points 

in which the welfare of the conſtitution, and the freedom and, . 

the opulence of their poſterity, were deeply intereſted. But F, 
before I leave this ſubject, it will be neceſſary to expoſe 666 
wicked and falſe policy of tlie miniſter i in the important ſub- 
jects of taxation and the national debt, and to ſhew the inju- 


dicious conduct of the landed gentlemen, who, on the mo- 
tives of ill-un derſtood ſelf-intereſt, have loaded themſelves 

and the public with burthens, which hardly leave them the 

enjoyment of five ſhillings in the pound out of the i income. 


of their eſtates. 5 5 
| = Is 


* - * 6 RM 
a x 


Lavres IO bs. the year 1737. wy. friend, the Houſe: 
4X „ "itſelf into a committe ee to confer of the rational erbt, chat 


F 
3 


3 2 an _ „ een and teady patriot, Sir ohn Barnard, made the - 
b 7 _ Falling judicious motion: That the King thould. be en- 
1 VF abled to raiſe- money, either ;by the fale of annuities, 2 + 


eng ai an inert og erung three per cents which 
towards the ede min 8 o 


Py 4 EW CEE SEALS 


* 


As 


OC CEE Cn ſum ſo raiſe: Should, 


> . 4. : * 4 | 


* 
* 


Sea annuities; and that ſuch of the Ki annuitants as 


L ing T1425 H IF 


I ould be inclined to ſubſcribe their reſp ective annuities 


— bs 27 


: rred to all others. "Sir ohn Barnard alſerted, | 


3 45 5 # 11 ET 
* 


i TH dat even thoſe public ſecurities which bore. an intereſt of 


* F I s by # $4 


; . « 
ſr. " f £ 


—_ - 4 3 - cent only, were ſold at a premium: in "Change-alley; 3 
VTV Therefore, ſaid Sir John Barnard,. «I am \ perſuaded that 
55 „ ce all thoſe who are willing to give a premium for a three 
. 4 cc « per cent ſecurity, will gladly. lend their money | to the go- 
1 „ vernment on the ſame intereſt, ſhould books of ſubſcription 
CET oo ᷑ é˙· ̃ opened for that purpoſe, with an aſſurance, that no part 
. „ 5 « of the principal ſhall be paid off f in fourteen years.” Sir 
„ John Barnard proceeded to expatiate upon the national adyan- 
: ta ges which would accrue from the reduction of intereſt 


4 ; . 
* bs 


from eaſy and obvious calculations he inferred, that i in a very 
1 em 4 ſhort, time the intereſt upon all the South - ſea annuities would 


# W * * 


from four, to three per cent, without any danger 
to public credit, or breach of. public faith ; that then the 
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Revolition to 28 pre nen, Tine. $ 


red — ans per annum, to be applied uu towards Larru V. 


redee ing the capital of the ſeveral trading companies; this 
meaſure would bring every one of them ſo much within the 
power of parliament, that they would be glad to accept of 


three per cent. intereſt. on any re; ſonable terms; in which 
caſe the ſinking fund would riſe to one million ſix hundred 


thouſand pounds per annum; then the parliament might ven- 


ture to annihilate one half of it, by freeing the people from 
the taxes upon coals, candles, ſoap, leather, and other ſuch 


impoſitions as lay heavy upon the poor laborers and manu- 
facturers; the remaining part of the ſinking fund might be 
applied towards the diſcharge of thoſe annuities and public 


debts which bore an intereſt of three per cent. only, and af- 
terwards towards diminiſhing the capitals of the ſeveral tra- 


ding com panies, till the term of fourteen. years ſhould be 


expired ; then the ſinking fund would again amount to above 


a million yearly, which would be ſufficient for the paying 


them off, and freeing the nation entirely from all its in- 
cumbrances. 


Tur effectual oppoſition, my friend, which the miniſtry 
gave to this ſalutary ſcheme, ſhewed ſo plainly to men of 


common diſcernment that the nation was to be beggared in 
order to be enſlaved, that one cannot help being ſurpriſed that 


a miniſter, who had juſt eſcaped the vengeance of popular | 


Vor. „ reſentment 


wren, YL. 


The ae of / England, þ . 


1 s for endeayoring to introduce an exciſe, would 
venture to deprive the nation of the benefit which muſt aul 


from adopting the motion. Sir Robert Walpole, my friend, 
was well acquainted with the blindneſs of the nation to every 


eireu 


e which regarded their true intereſt; a blindneſs 


ſo general as to lead the gentlemen of landed eſtates into the 


error of rejecting every mode of taxation which could be 
levied on the ſubject at a ſmall expence, becauſe it carried 


the face of taxing themſelves; though it is plain, (unleſs the 


balance of trade is very much in favor of a country, which 
has not been the caſe with England for many years, and 


never can be the caſe when trade is over-taxed, and, conſe- 
quently, the commodities and neceſſaries of life very dear,) 


that every tax muſt ultimately fall on the land, and that the 
manner of raiſing our taxes, by laying them on every article 


of trade, robs the men of landed eſtates of three ſhillings 


in the pound inſtead of one, both on account of the expen- 
five manner of levying ſuch taxes, and that the dealer i in theſe 


articles raiſes his price on the public, not in proportion to 


the advanced taxation, but to double and ſometimes treble 
the advancement. Thus the men of landed eſtates become 
the dupes to their own ſelfiſhneſs, and load the public with 


burthens which the nature of our conſtitution and the lax 


: Late of our laws in theſe circumſtances render inevitable, and 
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which no ſociety i in the hight climax of their «projet karren * 
can "ey ſuſtain. | : 


Burone I A ien of the ses xd" this es 
my friend, I muſt inform you, that the minifter was fuc- | 
_ ceſsful in an oblique attack on the liberty of the preſs, which 
ended in a very important . on the . 1 lite- 
* ee 


Tux manager of a playhouſe mann to Sir Robert 
Walpole 2 farce, which, in all probability, was written on 
purpoſe to afford the pretence the miniſter wanted: it was 
called © The Golden Rump, was preſented to the ſtage for 
exhi dition: and, it is ſaid, was fraught with treaſon. and 
abuſe againſt the government; however, it afforded the mi- 
| Z niſter a pretence to deſcant largely upon the inſolence, the 
malice, the ſeditious calumny, which had been publiſhed 
through the medium of ſtage exhibitions to the people; and 

the great | buſineſs of adminiſtration ſcems at this time to have 

been a ſedulous endeavor to debauch i in every ſenfe the man- 

ners of the whole nation: he deſcanted alſo on the i immora- 
 lity which had been of late propagated in theatrical pieces. 


© Lzr thoſe, my friend, whoſe public conduct will bear the 
teſt of the ſtricteſt examination, plead for the licence of wri- 


7 be E 2 of England, from the 


LeTTE vl, ting and ſpeaking freely. 11 was at this time as much the 


buſineſs of the houſe of Commons, as it was the buſineſs of 


adminiſtration, to abridge the liberty of public exhibition ; 


and notwithſtanding Lord Cheſterfield exerted himſelf in its 


favor, in a very ſtrong and elegant ſpeech, a bill was brought 


in to limit the number of playhouſes, to ſubje& all dramatic 


writers to the inſpection of the Lord Chamberlain, and to 


compel them to take out a licence for every production be- 


fore it could appear. Thus, according to the preſent ſtate of 
dramatic exhibitions, the playhouſe is a vehicle for all the 
fulſome flattery which the ſervile and the indigent load on 
men in power; and the people are denied the uſeful privi- 
lege of ſeeing the public vices and miſdemeanors of men in 
office expoſed to ridicule and cenſure, and that in a manner 
which, more effectually than any other, ſtrikes conviction to 
vulgar conception. | 5 e 


Yb! i HOUGH the King, in the year 1729, in a ſpeech from 
the throne, had aſſured the two Houſes that the peace of 
Europe was eſtabliſhed by the treaty of Seville, built u pon 
the foundation of former treaties, and tending to render more 


effectual what the contracting powers in the quadruple alli- 


ance had before engaged to ſee performed; alſo, that all for- 


mer conventions made with Spain, in favor of the Britiſh 


trade and navigation, were renewed and confirmed ; that the 
| fr ee, 


| Revolution fo the preſent Tine. 5 


that the court of Spain had agreed to an ample reſtitution and 
reparation for unlawful ſeizures and depredations; that all 
rights, privileges, and poſſeſſions belonging to him and his 
allies were ſolemnly eſtabliſhed, confirmed, and guarantied ; 


and that not one conceflion was made to the prejudice of his- 


ſubjects: yet, my friend, the treaty did not meet with the 
unanimous approbation of the two houſes. An article, by 
which the merchants of Great-Britain were obliged to make 
proof of their loſſes at the court of Spain, was objected to, 
as an hardſhip upon Britiſh ſubjects, and diſhonorable to the 


nation : few, it was aid, would undertake ſuch a trouble- 
ſome and expenſive voyage, eſpecially as they had reaſon to 
apprehend their claims would be counterbalanced oy the 
Spaniards. 


Tux oppoſition animadverted very ſeverely on Great- Bri- 
tain being bound to ratify and guaranty whatever agreement 
ſhould be made between the King of Spain and the Dukes 
of Parma and Tuſcany, concerning the garriſons once eſta- 
bliſhed in their countries; that the Engliſh ſhould be obliged 
to aſſiſt in effectuatin g the in troduction of ſix thouſand Spa- 
niſh troops into the towns of Tuſcany and Parma, without 
any ſpecification of the methods to be taken, or the charge 
to be incurred in giving. that aſſiſtance ; that they ſhould 


guar an — 5 


free, uninterrupted exerciſe of their commerce was reſtored ; LuTren VI. 


"The Hyfery. of England, from the 


14548 M. -guaranty for ever, not bal to Don Carlos, but even to all his 
ſucceſſors, the poſſeſſion of the eſtates of Tuſcany and Par- 
ma, —a ſtipulation which, in all probability, would involve 
Great- Britain in endleſs troubles and diſputes about a coun- 

*try, with which they had no concern. They affirmed, that 
the treaty. of Seville, inſtead of confirming other treaties, was 
contradictory to the quadruple alliance, particularly in the 
article of introducing Spaniſh troops into Tuſcany and Par- 
ma, in the room of neutral forces, ſti pulated by the former 

„ alliance. It was found that theſe alterations, from the tenor 
of the grand alliance, were made without the concurrence 
of the Emperor, and even without inviting him to accede;— 


an affront which, it was faid, might alienate his friendſhip | 
from England, and hazard the loſs of ſuch an ancient, pow- 
erful, and faithful ally; and that throughout the whole treaty 
there ſeemed to be an artful omiſſion of any expreſs ſtipula- 
tion ſecure to Great-Britain in her right to Gibraltar and Mi- 
| norca. Motions on all theſe articles of complaint were made 
by the oppoſition, but they were rejected by the majority, 
| who reſolyed, that the treaty did contain all neceffary ſti- 
pulations for maintaining and ſecuring the honor, dignity, 
rights, and poſſeſſions of the crown; that all due care was 
taken therein for the ſupport of the trade of the kingdom, 
* TN and for repairing the loſſes nn. . the * mer - 


Ir 


Revolution” to the preſent Tim. 328; 


Ir had been long, my friend, halcyon days with mi- Lerrax v1, 

niſters and their dependents. An addreſs of approbation, . 

founded on theſe reſolutions, was ſent up to the throne; and 
the miniſter was triumphant i in conteſts on the mutiny bill, 
the penſion. bill, the maintenance of twelve thouſand Heſ- 

ſians, and the fixing the burthen of eighteen thouſand men. 
for the ſervice of the TE year. 


5 R. ird , that Mr. Pelham 8 motion for- 
eighteen thouſand effective men was a flat negative to the 
addreſs, for which he voted on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, 
as it plainly implied a diſtruſt of the validity of the late 
treaty, which he then aſſured the Houſe would immediately 
produce all the bleſſin gs of an abſolute peace, and deliver 5 
the kingdom from the apprehenſions and inconveniencies of: 
a war. Ob, Shame I where is thy bluſh Indeed, my 
friend, I know. not where; but 1 believe it has not been 
found in either of the two Houſes of Parliament for this. 


ecntury paſt... 


WrexN de te Houſes met in the — g winter, ther T 
were aſſured. by the King, that the general tranquility of. 
Europe was now reſtored and eſtabliſbed ; but this circum- 
ſtance. did not prevent the miniſtry from aking, or the par- 
lament from granting, to the. terror of the friends. of free 

dom. 


e VL. dom, and PR expence of the ſubjects atlarge, the fave n num 


"mom b Hz ory of England, from p the 


ber of ſtanding forces which had been allowed in times of 


danger and war: but neither theſe precautions, as they were 
pretended to be, or the boaſted general ſtate of tranquility, 
prevented the Spaniards in America from inſulting and diſ- 
treſſing the commerce of Great-Britain. They diſputed the 
right of Engliſh traders to cut logwood in the bay of Cam- 
peachy, and gather falt on the iſland of Tortugas ; a right 
which, by implication, had been acknowledged in all the 
| treaties. which had been lately concluded between the two 
nations. The captains of their armed veſſels, known by the 
name of guarda coſtas, had made a practice of boarding and 
plundering Britiſh ſhips, on pretence of ſearching for con- 
traband commodities ; ; ſome of their ſhips of war attacked a 
fleet of Engliſh merchant ſhips at the iſland of Tortugas ; 
great number of Britiſh veſſels were ſeized and detained, LI 
crews impriſoned, and their cargoes conbicated : theſe af- 
fronts, theſe violations of public faith, were heightened with 
acts of inſolence and cruelty ; and this to ſuch an exceſs of 
inſult, that one of the Spaniſh pirates, having cut or torn off 
the ear of Captain Jenkins, he bade him carry it to his 
King, and to tell him, that the Spaniards would ſerve him 
in the ſame manner, ſhould an opportunity offer. Repeated 
memorials were in vain preſented to the court of Spain by 
the Britiſh ambaſſador at Madrid: the Spaniards, eticonraged 


by 


/ 


Revolution to the ige Tam" 


by the apparent timidity of ths Engliſh miniſter, perſiſted in Lerrer * 
theſe depredations; and the court of Madrid, to amuſe the 


Engliſh ambaſſador with evaſive anſwers, vague promiſes of 
enquiry, and cedulas of inſtructions ſent to the Spaniſh go- 


vernors in America; to which, according g to orders in a dif- 


ferent _ Pas paid no N 


Tux merchants of England were not ſo well ſatisfied as 
was their government with the conduct of Spain, and loudly 


complained of the Spaniards' outrages : their complaints be- 


gan to rouſe, as from a dead ſleep, the lethargic ſpirit of the 


nation. When the parliament met, petitions were delivered to 


the Lower Houſe from different parts of the kingdom; they 


were referred to a committee of the whole houſe: an order 


was made to admit the petitioners, if they ſhould think fit, 


to be heard by themſelves, or their council. Sir John Bar- 


nard moved for an addreſs to the King, that all the memo- 
rials and papers relating to the Spaniſh depredations ſhould 


be laid before the Houſe; and he was ſo well ſeconded by 
the oppoſition, who made the beſt advantage of the temper 


of the times, that Sir Robert Wal pole was obliged to com- 


ply, and an addreſs on the ſubject was actually preſented. 
On the examination of evidence before the Houſe, in a grand 


committee, it appeared that acts of wanton cruelty and in- 
juſtice had been perpetrated by the Spaniards on the ſubjects 
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of Great- Britain: vigorous etc were . to the 
Houſe by Mr. Pulteney; and theſe propoſals were accom- 
panied with undeniable Ow e e eee che 
ſide 5 tt f £44 


IT . not yet the time, my friend, for a miniſter to call | 
for the queſtion on an intereſting and important ſubje& of 
debate, without the deſigning” to give any anſwer, either to 
matter of fa& related, or argument urged : the nation could 
not at this time bear that /ang fr0id, that aſſured confidence 
in the powers of corruption, with which we have heard of 
miniſters who have delivered out their mandates to an hire- 
ling parliament : no; Mr. Pulteney was warmly combated 
by Sir Robert Walpole, who affirmed, that the propoſed 
_ reſolutions would cramp the miniſters in their endeavors to 
compromiſe the difference between the two nations; that 
they would fruſtrate their negociations, intrench upon the 
King's prerogative, and precipitate the nation into an un- 
- neceſſary and expenſive war. Sir Robert Walpole's argu- 
ments did not produce an immediate compliance; a reſo- 
| ation, | agreeable to Mr. Pulteney' $ propoſals, was reported, 
but the queſtion being put for re-committing it, it was car- 
ried in the negative; and the Houſe agreed to a tame addreſs, 
in which they beſought his Majeſty to uſe his endeavors to 
obtain an efſectual 1. for his 1 ſuhjects: to con- 


vince 


| Revelation to the frofent Tree. 


387 


vince the court of Spain that his Majeſty could no 6 leren. vi. 


fuffer ſuch conſtant and repeated inſults and injuries to be 
cartied on, to the diſhonor of his crown, and-the ruin of his 
trading ſubjects; and aſſuring him, that in caſe his royal and 
friendly inftances with the Catholic King ſhould miſcarry, 
the Houſe would effectually ſupport his Majeſty in the taking 
ſuch meaſures as honor and juſtice ſhould make it neceſſary 


for him to purſue. 


In an unavailing debate in the Upper Houſe, for reducing 
_ the ſtanding army, Lord Carteret obſerved, that before the 
Revolution the people of En gland did not raiſe above two 


millions for the whole of the public charge; but now, what 
was called the current expence, for which the parliament 
annually provided, exceeded that ſum; and the civil liſt, the 
intereſt due to the public creditors, and the linking fund, 
added together, compoſed a burthen of fix millions yearly. 
Lord Cheſterfield, on the ſame fide of the queſtion, aflerted, 
that at the acceſſion of the late King, the army did not ex- 
ceed fix thouſand; that it ſoon amounted to double that, 
number, and had fince been au gmented, on various pretences, 
to e n thouſand. 


| MitiTary operations were not the forte of the Pg 
miniſter: : there were no laurels to be gained for Sir Robert 
Ddds: ' Walpole 
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ExTren VI. Walpole in the field. ; and it was for this reaſon that the 


7 be Ez Rory of England "OY the 


expence and the uncertainty of war was as much ſhunned, 
as it had been aſſiduouſly courted during the firſt years of | 
, Queen Anne's reign - Pufillanimity in the councils and con- 
conduct of princes and ſtates is undoubtedly as cenſurable 


as raſhneſs, temerity, and an-obſtinate continuation of the 


expence and terrors of war. Unfortunately for this coun- 


try, both the one and the other have always been carried 


to extremes, becauſe they have always been founded in ſelf- 
iſhneſs; but which has been moſt prej judicial to the com- 
mon weal, 1 ſhall not, 275 friend, at this time attem bot to 
determine. . e, e : 
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_ © DorinG the interval between the laſt and the ſucceeding 
ſeſſions of parliament, the miniſtry were buſily employed in 


the endeavors to avoid a rupture with the court of Madrid; 


Ad the King, in his ſpeech from the throne on the firſt day 


of February, 17 38, gave the two Houſes to underſtand, that 
a convention was concluded and ratified between him and. the 


King of Spain, who had obliged himſelf to make reparation 
to the Britiſh ſubjects for their loſſes, by certain ſti pulated 


payments; that pleni potentiaries were named and appointed 
for regulating, within a limited time, all thoſe grievances 
and abuſes which had hitherto interrupted the commerce of 
Gees: Britain, in the American ſeas,- and for ſettling mat- 
ters 
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| Revolution to ihe preſent Time. | 


_ and remove all new cauſes, and pretences of com- 


- Six Robert Walpole extolled hoy convention, as a ann 
ſtance attended with all the advantage which ſucceſsful arms. 
could procure: : future ages, he ſaid, would conſider this as 


| | the moſt glorious period of our hiſtory, and do juſtice to the 
- councils which produced the happy event. But notwith- 


ſtanding the miniſter's eulogium, when the convention itſelf 
was preſented to the Commons, and publiſhed for the in- 


formation of the public, it was ſo highly reſented by the 


merchants, and ſtren uouſly combated. by the oppoſi tion, that 


Sir Robert Walpole, in exerting his whole ſtrength, carried 


an addreſs of approbation to the ne, 100 a ma) Garen of 


rat acht only. 


WY . William Pitt, a young member of ſuch expectation 
as to bid fair to unite in his oratorical powers the fire of 
Demoſthenes with the eloquence of Cicero, had. declaimed 
againſt the convention, as inſecure, unſatisfactory, and diſ- 
| honorable, to Great-Britain : the great national objection, he 


aid, the ſearching of Britiſh ſhips, ſtood in: the preamble f 


the convention as the reproach of the whole, as the ſtron geft 
evidence of the fatal ſubmiſſion which followed: on.the part 


of 


ters of diſpute i in ulnch a manner as might; for the future, LETTER LY 
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bory of Bugland, from . 


leren vi, Spain} an oforpation; an inhuman tyranny, claimed and ex- 
e ereiſed over the American ſeas; on the part of England, an 
undoubted right by treaties, and from God and Nature, de- 

clared and aſſerted in the reſolutions of parliament, were now 
referred to the difcuffion of plenipotentiaries; on the ſame 

equal footing, this undoubted right was to be diſcuſſed and 
regulated; and if to regulate be to preſcribe rules in all con- 
ſtructions, it muſt be, that chat right was by the expreſt 
words of the convention to be given up and facrificed ; for 

it muſt ceaſe to be any thing from the moment it was ſub- 

- mitted to limitation. 


* 


Lon p Gage, another member of the lower houſe; aſſerted, 
that the loſſes ſuſtained by the Spaniſh depredations amounted = 
1 to three hundred and forty thouſand pounds; that the Com- 
1 8 miſſary, by a ſtroke of his pen, reduced this demand to two 
* hundred thouſand pounds ; ; then forty-five thou ſand was 
7 . ſtruck off for prompt payment; fixty thouſand pounds were 
E Tu allotted as the remaining part of a debt pretended to be due 
=. . to Spain for the deſtruction of her fleet by Sir George Byng, 
1 50  thbugh it appeared by the inſtructions on the table that Spain 
aa been already amply atisfied on this head: ' theſe deduc- 
1 775 tions had reduced the balance to ninety- five thouſand pounds, 
for which the King of Spain infiſted upon the South - Sea 
Re s peying immediately the fom of ka thou- 
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though in other articles his Catholic Majeſty was indebted to 
the Company a million over and above this demand: the re- 
mainder to be paid by Spain did not exceed ſeven and twenty 


thouſand pounds; from which he inſiſted on deducting what - 4 


ever ſhe might already have given in ſatisfaction. for any of 
the Britiſh ſhips which had been taken, and on being allowed 

the value of the St. Thereſa. A Spaniſh ſhip, which had been 
| ſeized in the port of Dublin. dren » ortotnec tt; hed tb 


— 


Hap you not 0 a ootemporary with * times, my 
friend, you would perhaps have been ſurpriſed that even a 
venal parliament ſhould have refuſed to liſten to matters of 
fact of equal importance, as related in the above ſpeeches: 
it was however at this period a very hard- won triumph to 
| the miniſtry; the larger body of the people were in their 
ſentiments entirely on the ſide of the oppoſition; the moſt. 


eminent members of the minority ſeceded from parliament, 


the conteſt with government Was as hot in the. Upper 
Houſe as it had been among the Commons, where the mini- 


ſter was puſhed ſo hard by Lord Carteret, as to be under the 


neceſſity of producing the copy of a. declaration made. by, tl 
King of Spain, before he ratified. the conye 


the right of being able to e the eee En Wegroe: 


that his Catholic Majeſty reſerved to himſelf, i in its ; full Fink 6. 
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Larren VI, caſe the cum ſhould not pay, within 4 mort ame, the 


ſum of ſixty- eight thouſand pounds ſterling owing to Spain 
on the duty of Negroes, or on the profit of the ſhip Caro- 
line; that under the validity and force of this proteſt, the 
ſigning of the faid convention might be proceeded on, and 
in no other manner. Beſides the vaſt ſuperiority of the ar- 
gument, my friend, all the chief ſpeakers were on the fide 
of the oppoſition ; it was with very great difficulty the mi- 
niſter ſtood his ground ; and, on account of a family quar- 
rel, at the head of thoſe who voted againſt an addreſs of 
approbation was the Prince of Wales, whoſe ſervants had 
all joined the oppoſition in the Lower Houſe; and his Royal 
Highneſs had ſat in the gallery during the whole courſe of S 
the debates. 


To o a nation loaded with debt, as England was at this pe- 
| riod, a bad, and even a ſhameful treaty of peace, made on 
the plan of economy, might find many advocates * amon g the 
independent members of the ſociety; but this was ſo far 
from the caſe in queſtion, that the addreſſes of ap probation of 
the terms of the convention from the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment were followed by the paſſing a ſubſidy treaty, by which 
the government obliged itſelf to pay to the King of Denmark 
ſeventy thouſand pounds per annum, on the condition of 
Anita to his Britannic e a body of fix thouſand 
> —— ien, 
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The ' Hiſory of England, from the. 


Leven VI. ſtipulated by the cömention: letters of marque and reprifal 


: | were now granted againſt Spain; a large fleet was aſſembled 
at Spithead a reinforcement ſent out under Admiral Had- 
dock; the land troops were augmented ; and an embargo was 

| * ey 5 laid on 1 merchant ripe outward-bound. 


Tur voice of the public in a manner extorted theſe prepa- 
rations from the miniſter; however, he continued to hold 
| 1 ; „ the olive- branch in his hand: and Keene, the Britiſh mini- 
ſter at Madrid, was directed to declare to the court of Spain, 

that his maſter, although he had permitted his ſubjects to 

Z make repriſals V would not be underſtood to have broken the 
þ V peace; and that this permiſſion would be recalled as ſoon 
. 2 as his Majeſty ſhould' be diſpoſed to make the ſatisfaction 
=: | 1 which had been ſo juſtly demanded. But this was very 
: | far from the intention of the court of Spain : "Keene was 
| given to underſtand, that the King of Spain looked upon 
theſe repriſals as acts of hoſtility, and that he hoped, with 

the aſſiſtance of heaven and his allies, he ſhould be enabled 

to ſupport a good cauſe againſt his adverſaries. This hoſtile 

< declaration was followed by a manifeſto, in which the King 

of Spain juſtified his conduct, and complained of the neceſ- 

fary preparations which had been taken by the court of Eng- 

land; and, to the terror of the adminiſtration, the French 

ambaſſador at the Hague declared, that the King, his maſter, 
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was obliged _ treaties to allt his; Catholic- Majeſty * ſea Trrzi VI. : 
and land, in caſe of an attack ; at the ſame time, he prevailed 1 
on the States-General to give him an aſſurance that they 

wo ald obſerve, to the utmoſt of their power, a ſtrict neu- 

trality, though they could not avoid fur iſhing his Britannic | 

Majeſty with ſuch ſuccours as he could demand by virtue of 

the treaties ſubſiſtin g between the two pomrers. 


Pg 


WAR was denounced: againſt 8 pain on the twerity- third 
day of October, 17393 his Catholic Majeſty having previ- 
ouſly ordered all the Britiſh ſhips in his harbours to be ſeized 
and detained. This ſeeming: alertneſs i in t the Spaniards. was + 
ill ſeconded by military operation; it would appear that this as 
YE haughty, inſolent nation had. flattered itſelf that England . 
would buy peace on any terms; for ſo little were they pre- 5 
pared to withſtand any vigorous attack, that Ad ral Vernon 
having boaſted in the Houſe of Commons that he would take 
Porto Bello, a Spaniſh town on the iſthmus of Darien,, with 


ſix (hips only, was taken at his word by the Engliſh govern- | 
ment, and actually performed this venturous ſervice; and the 
Spaniards had the puſillani mity to ſuffer their town to be 
taken, and their forts demoliſhed, almoſt without bloodſhed. 
On the declaration of the war with Spain, the ſeceding 
members had reſumed their ſeats in the. Houſe of Commons: 
| E ec 2 POT they 


1 x 1 2 


uu v. ey were foiled Ae abe e made for ew erg 


into the cohdutt of thoſe who rondluded the 
pentien bill alſo, after having been ſores to make un wy. 
through the Lower Houſe, was loſt F 
' did, che miniſtry ſuffer any defeat, enoept in a bill they had 
prepared for reducing ſeamen, ——— — 
termen, to a ftate of abjoQt flavery. | 


—— of the news of the'redu8tion. of Porto Bell 
both Houſes were in a manner unanimous in tayiſh grants to 


the crown: they provided for twenty-cight 'thouſand land- 
forces, beſides fix thouſand marines ; they provided. for the 
equipment of a very powerful navy; they voted the ſubſidy 

to the King of Denmark; and they provided for the defray- 

ing certain extraordinary expences which were pot ſpecified 
in the eſtimates. The proviſion for the war during the courſe 
of the enſuing year T ad, my friend, to four millions. 

To anſwer theſe extraordinary ſupplics, a land tax of four 
mhillinge in the pound was impoſed; and his Majeſty was 
moreover enabled to deduct twelve hundred thouſand pounds 
from the ſacred * of the Sinking fund. 


Tnoven ths fs of war at 1 W lay in the Weſt- 


Indies, yet the German Princes | were, as uſual, called in to 


the afliſtance of England. ; By a treaty concluded in Auguſt 


St 


1740, the Tat of Heſſe, who had tharried one ache burn. vi. 


King's dauginers, engaged to furniſh a body of fix thouſand 
men, for four years, in conſideration of an anaual n of 


two hundred mm wk thouſand crowns. 


"As'T obſerved to you befire, my friend, the condutt of a 


| war was not the ſphere of action in which the genius of Bir 
5 Robert Walpole ſhone. Military preparations were carried 


on at 2 great expence; yot, either from plans injudiciouſly 
formed, from an improper choice of commanders, from ac- 


cident, from i ignorance, from corruption, or from the want of 
attention, almoſt every — to n the een 


TAE minifiry were e difippointed i in the ſeizing the Spanich 
treaſure brought every year from the Weſt-Indies : the de- 


fign of acting againſt the enemy on the coaſt of Chili and 
Peru, and co-operating occaſionally with Admiral Vernon 


acroſs the iſthmus of Darien, proved abortive by the reaſon 
of unneceſſary delays and unforeſcen accidents: in ſhort, « EX= 
penſive ſquadrons were equipped, without one effectual or 
even ſucceſsful event. Admiral Vernon, the only commander 


| who had acted up to the reputation of the Britiſh arms, com- 


5 plained that he was neglected, and in danger of being ſacri- 


their ſhips taken by the Spaniſh privateers with impunity. 


| Ns 


 ficed ; and the merchants made loud clamors' on che loſs of 


d 


1 


4 s 2 8 + IS * 
£ 8 3 by, I 1 54 . £ 2 * 2 oc "2 
"ITE: 3 88 tha, 2 5 , 4 e a 8 3 iP . W 7 * n 4 SIS Las 2 3 4 1 8 x 

0m" 2 1 — 4 . 2 M — — * 1 . r * 

, — nas} 1ol 4 oo dirs — OO. » x hs W 0 a > —_—_— —— — — Ac gt _—_ dome 1 _ — . 
rm Huge —4—＋r»—U AnëU“x * - 2 — — 2 — wok 2 — —— 2 — —— * — wy — ——— An 

— _ * ; © OE. Fre. Wee en uae ved, 2 > bp 4 9 — . — , h . — — ak — ——— - _ — — 
> v vw —— IE — - x a 4 yoo, a — * 1 b w- TL "_ Rr — $4644 40 = 
hs — Fj n 6 — > - * — 
8 5 . \ " o 52 wy n 


- — —— —  — 


4 or were nor w Agnew... 4 


r 


LeTTexz VI. 


The Hiſtory of England, from — 


Ix was now, my friend, that the oppoſition | were, ww the 


almoſt univerſal voice of the peo ple, encouraged to take vi- 
gorous ſteps againſt t the miniſter i in parliament. 


Mx. Sandys, the mouth of the party, after a previous inti- 


mation to Sir Robert Walpole in perſon, entered into a long 


deduction of that miniſter's conduct, and concluded his ſpeech 


with a motion for an addreſs to the King, that he would be 


pleaſed to remove Sir Robert N from his preſence and 


councils for ever. 


4 


Ms. Pelham got up to anfrer Mr. Sandys; and attempted. 
to vindicate the miniſter's conduct, by pleading the ſanction 


of a corrupt majority in the two Houſes of Parliament for 


every error and miſdemeanor laid to his charge: but that 
part of his ſpeech, in which he denied the heinous charge 
of corruption and undue influence, is ſo very curious a piece 


of ſophiſtry, that I ſhall do the ſpeaker injuſtice if 1 ent 


to relate it in other than his own words: . 4 


7 


% LSUALL grant,” ſays Mr. Pelham, - that the turning 


MS | gentleman, out. of his poſt in the ſervice of the crown, 
= « for voting according to his conſcience in parliament, or 


« for oppoſing any: court meaſure, he could not approve, 


Would be a very wrong and dangerous exerciſe of the pre- 


rogatire 


66 


40 


"Revolution to the profent Time.” 5 e 


* 


notice, that an oppoſition in parliament may be ſuch as | 


will afford a juſt and legal reaſon for turning the oppoler 


out of the ſervice of the crown, when it is indiſcreetly or 


indecently carried on, or when the oppoſition proceeds not 


from honor and conſcience, but from mere reſentment, 


| becauſe the gentleman has met with a denial i in ſome ſuit 
which his Majeſty did not think fit to grant. In either 


of theſe caſes, even a man's behaving or voting in par- 


liament will be a good reaſon for diſmiſſing him from the 


ſervice of the crown. Beſides theſe, a gentleman may be 


guilty of ſeveral fort of offences, no way relating to his 
behavior in parliament, which highly deſerve a diſmiſſion 
: from the King's ſervice; and though his Majeſty inflicts 
the puniſhment, he may, from his natural tenderneſs, and 
in pure charity to the offender, be prevailed on not to 
publiſh or declare the offence, . Therefore, when a mem- 
ber of parliament is diſmiſſed the ſervice of the crown, 
though his Majeſty dogs not think fit to declare the of- 


f fence, it is a breach of charity in us, and a failure i in our 


duty to our Sovereign, to ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty diſ- 
miſſed him for no other reaſon but for A the die- 


tates of his honor and wth in parliament. 
. 


„ 


EY 


| rogative of the crown. But at the ſame time I muſt take erris vt. 


| 5 


 Luvenn VI. 


> on 


m, Aug of Bnglond, from the 
. Now, Sir, with regard to the pretended confeſſion, or 


declaration, which has been repreſented as ſuch a heinous 
« crime, ſuppoſe the honorable gentleman had made uſe of 


the very words which have been mentioned, we ought not 
* to take them in a wrong ſenſe, if they will bear a- good. 
one: and, therefore, we ought to ſuppoſe that he meant, 
by oppoſing a miniſter's meaſures in parliament, not an 
oppoſition which proceeded from a conviction of their 
being wrong, but an oppoſition which proceeded from 


Q 


— 


mere reſentment, from a factious 1 pirit, or from a ſecret 


4 deſign to compel the King to comply with ſome unrea- 
BO 


0 ſonable requeſt; and in either of theſe caſes, he would be 
a pitiful fellow of a miniſter if he did not adviſe the King | 
w to difinifs from his ſervice a man who made ſach an un- 


worthy uſe of his feat in either Houſe of Parliament.” 


| In making the intereſtecd perſon a judge in his own caſe, | 


my friend, the miniſter was not only vindicated, but the 


xipht'of undue influence abſolutely aſſorted by Mr. Pelham; 
his allertions and his arguments, if there are any to be found 


in hid fp6ceh, were fully anfwered by * Barnard, who 
nme, Pektener. 


Tur balance of power, thit Iyhib farows which has toft 4 
this nation ſo many millions ; that argument urged by every 
| | g iſter, 


Revdlution to the preſent Time. 


| miniſter, as an · excuſe for deſtructive meaſures and laviſh Lerrex vi. 


expences; has been almoſt overturned by the intereſted or 


bungling policy i in every reign. Queen Anne, at the expence 
of millions, had almoſt given the balance into the hands of 
the houſe of Auſtria; in the two laſt reigns, it t turned | in fa- 
vor of the houſe of Bourbon. - 


Mr. Pulteney, either following ths dictates of party, or in 


: die to caſt a blacker ſhade on the conduct of Sir Robert 


Walpole, applauded the meaſures of Queen Anne's miniſtry 


in favor of the houſe of Auſtria; but, with a great deal more 


truth and juſtice, he expoſed the intereſted treaties made in 


the two laſt reigns; and, by the following obſervation, ſhewed 


how very much the dupes we were to every power which 


had the good fortune to be in our alliance. France, ſays 


« he, got us to chaſtiſe the court of Spain, for daring to 


e take any meaſures contrary to her intereſt ; and then ſne 
—. made a merit at that court of her having prevented us 


„ from doing any miſchief to them, notwithſtanding their 


e having declared war againſt us, and openly attacked our 


« town of Gibraltar. By this means, the laid a foundation 
% for getting herſelf reconciled with the court of Spain, and 


cc by means of that reconcilement, and her influence upon 


* our miniſtry, ſhe accompliſhed the other point ſhe had in 
Vor. ' | 1 5 | % view, 


5 "Th Bing of Bites rm. the 


eri vi. 4. view, which was, to create a new breach between the 


þ *« counts of nn 


* 


CY As FP this treaty, eie Me. Fabia we were 
70 brought upon the brink of being forced to enter into 2 
* war, in conjunction with France and Spain, againſt the 
a. Epen the whole nation began to take the alarm, ſo 
that our winiſter was obliged to conſult his own ſaſety; 
and this drove him precipitately i into the guaranty of the 
cc pragmatic lanction, in order A prevail upon the Emperor 
toi admit the introduction of Spaniſh troops into the ſtrong 
* places of Tuſcany, Parma; and Placentia. | The treaty of 
% Seville. being, by this dangergus and raſh ſtep, fully exe- 
7 cuted on our part, it was natural to expect a full perform- 
-« ance on the part of Spain; but France having now by 
our means recovered her influence with the court of Spain, 
Ko and it being highly advantageous for the trade of France 
«© to have diſputes always ſubſiſting between us and Spain, 
<< France took care that Spain ſhould perform nothing of 
% what had been promiſed on her part by the treaty of Se- 
4 ville; except, 1 think, the reſtitution of the ſhip F rede- 
4% rick, and; perhaps ſome of the other ſhips which had been 
*« ſeized.in the ports of Spain at the beginving of the rup- 
« ture: as to all oux other demands, they remained. unad- 
juſted. The term far «Zuſting them by cammiſſaries 

== 15 N 0 expired ; 


ut 
cc 
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. expired ; that term was again and again ibid at in Levon VI, 


the mean time the Spaniards exerciſed the right they had 
ſet up of ſearching our ſhips in the American ſeas, and. 
ſeizing ſuch of them as had any goods on- board which: 
they were pleaſed to call contraband ; by this, daily de- 
predations were committed upon our merchants in the 


Weit- Indies; daily complaints were made to our miniſter 


"ae; 


here; and thus affairs ſtood when France, in conjunction 


with Spain and Sardinia, thought fit to attack the Emperor 7 


in the year 1733, with an avowed aac to * him of: 


( 


* all as dominions 3 m Italy. e > 


„„ 2 4 / 


* 


* 


« In the beginning of the late reign, Mr. Selle: the 
0 power of the houſe of Auſtria was thought too weak, 
% without the addition of Sicily to their other Italian domi- 
nions. A miniſter had been impesched for leaving, that 
houſe in ſuch a weak condition, by the treaty of Utrecht. 
We had procured. him Sicily, at the expence of a war. 


with Spain, becauſe, without. that ahlition, the balance 
of power in Europe, it was thought, could not be ſe- 


cured; we had therefore three reaſons for j joining with the 
Emperor i in this riew war; one, founded upon the general. 


40 


intereſt of Europe, becauſe the. balance of power would 

be overturned ſhould the Emperor be ſtripped of his Ita- 

lian dominions; a. ſecond, founded upon? our own honor, 5 
q WC | & becauſe 


? 


494 
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wo 
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MY becauſe we had but two years before gunsten the pg 


7 


N 


matic ſanction, by which che Emperor was induced to 


admit of the introduction of Spaniſh troops into Italy, 


oy which troops were now employed in attacking him ; and 


- third, founded upon our particular intereſt, becauſe we 
«© could not otherwiſe expect to obtain ſatisfaction or ſecurity 


46:3 from Spain. Theſe, Sir, were weighty conſiderations; but 


„ the plan of politics our miniſter had laid down prevailed 


« over all theſe; and we continued idle, though not unex- 


«6 penſive ſpectators, till the power of the houſe of Auſtria 


« was diminiſhed by the loſs of Naples and Sicily, and the 


1 


* 


power of France increaſed by the acceſſion of Lorrain. 


"0 On the domeſtic politics of the miniſter,” Mr. Pulte- 
ney obſerved, that “upon his firſt acceſſion to the ſole di- 


4 rection of the public affairs, the nation was in a fair way 


of being able to pay off every ſhilling of the public debt, 


1 


that the South-Sea ſcheme, by its being wickedly con- 
ducted, had indeed ruined many private men; but it 
« was of ſingular uſe, and might have been made of much 


WW; 


greater ſervice to the public; our irredeemable was thereby 


made redeemable.; the intereſt payable on moſt of our 
«« public debts was to be reduced in a few years from five to 
« four per cent; and the South-Sea Company were obliged 


« to pay off ſeven millions of our debts. at once, by ſinking 


a part 
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a ; pare of their capital: by theſe means ehe fnking fund Larrza vn 


# would have been ſo much increaſed; that if it had been 
religiouſly applied, our public debts. might have been by 
this time almoſt entirely diſcharged, and all our grievous 
taxes aboliſhed : but this” added ! 
have very much leſſened the miniſter s fund for corrup- 


tion, by demoliſhing many poſts and places which he has 


at his diſpoſal; and therefore, according to his plan, the 


effect was by all means to be prevented ; the public charge 
was to be yearly increaſed, in order to oblige us to apply 
the finking fund to the current ſervice, or to run as much 


in debt with one hand as we paid off with the other; ; and 


the land-tax was to be repreſented as the moſt grievous 


tax to the nation, becauſe it furniſhed him with the leaſt 
means of corruptio . cee 


« In purſuance of theſe maxims, continued Mr. Pulte- 


ney, the ſeven millions due by the South-Sea Company 


ce 


N 


„ 


46 
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to the public was generouſly releaſed, and the expences of 


the civil liſt ſo much increaſed, that a new debt of five 


hundred thouſand pounds was contracted, in the year 
ſeventeen. hundred and twenty-five, for paying the debts 


of the civil liſt, though the like ſum had been granted to 


his late Majeſty for the ſame purpoſe but four years be- 
fore; and, e his preſent nnn s acceſſi on, an addi-. 


cc tion 


1. Pulteney, 9. would 


LaTTan VI, 


cc mn. but what ſurni 


The Eg — tbe 


40 tion of one hu * thouſand pounds was made to the civil 
«« liſt, beſides the hundred and fifteen thouſand-pounds which 


«« were granted for making good a pretended deficiency in 
him with the beſt pre- 
ng the public charge, was the famous 


a 2d 


#4 treaty of Hanover in the year ſeventeen hundred and 


. twenty-five, for preventing the dangers with which Eu- 


44 rope was threatened from the .over- grown” power of the 


«-houfe"of Auſtria; he did not think it ſufficient to put this 


nation to the expence of augmenting our own armies, and 


« an foreign princes into our pay. Surely if Europe had 


« at that time been in any danger from the over-grown power 
« of the houſe of Auſtria, this nation was the laſt, and had 


in e leaſt to fear. The Dutch, who lay moſt expoſed, wete 


44 ſo little apprehenſive, that they did not ſo much as accede 


40 to the treaty of Hanoyer till near a year after it was made; 


« and the French, who had the moſt to fear from an alli- 
« ance between the Emperor and Spain, put themſelves to 
05 little or no expence, nor gare us any aſſiſtance, when we 


46, were openly attacked by Spain, on account of what we did 


* for preventing the dangers to which they lay expoſed: | 
«« whereas, we took twelve thouſand Heffians immediately 


« into our pay, granted ſubbdies to the King of Sweden, to 
«/ the King of Denmark, the Duke of Wolfembuttle; and, 
40 . was md: nn the fubſidy to the Duke of 
„ Wolfem- 
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© Wolſembuntle was not l till half a' year after we Laras vi. 

4 had made up matters with the Emperor; and the Heflian e 
a troops were continued i in our pay for ſeveral years after. 15 | | 
„ I MUST thaiokfre conctuile;" coritinued Mr. Pulteney, 
ce that all the expence which we put ourſelves to on account 

« of, or conſequent to the treaty of Hanover, could proceed - 

8 from nothing but a defign to prevent our paying off any ; | 

0 confiderable part of our debts, or aboliſhing any of our . 

* taxes; and the aboliſhing the ſalt duty in the year ſeven- „ 
<« teen hundred and thirty, in order to diminiſh the finking : 
fund, and reviving it again in the year ſeventeen hundred 

4 and thirty-two, in eaſe of the land tax, is a farther Proof 
« of this deſign; but as it would be tedious to mention all n 
« the arguments which might be brought in proof of this — 
«« deſign, I ſhall trouble you with no more, except the de- | 
66 feating of that ſeheme which was offered to this parlia- 

4 ment for reducing the intereſt payable upon all our funds, 
or for putting it out of the power of any future miniſter | 

< to prevent the nation's getting rid of its debt by degrees. 
We muſt all remember by what means, and by whom, that 

ſeheme was defeated; and conſidering how practicable it 

4 was at that time, which I am afraid will never be again, 

«< we mult, x think, ww that the miniſter who de- 


6 feated 
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66 feated it could have no deſign that our debts ſhould ever 
«be 1 or our 5 


. 


« ONE nee before I has dents?! continued Mr. 


Pulteney, 1 muſt take notice on, of this ' miniſter's con- 


«, dut;—it is a thing which has been too often practiſed by 


4 all miniſters, and that is, the letting public ſecurities ſtand 
out without any fund for their payment, till they run to 
a great diſcount, when they are bought up by the mini- 


6 ſter's friends and tools, Perhaps in truſt for himfelf, and 
then a fund is provided for paying them off at a full price. 
% We all know what a prodigious ſum thoſe debts due to 


« the army and to foreign ſtates were at laſt brought to, 


„ which continued for ſeveral years to circulate under the 
66 name of army debentures, at an intereſt of four per cent, 
«© without any fund for paying off the principal. Moſt of 
_ « thoſe debentures, which were certified before the tw-eñ ty- 


« firſt of March ſeveatern hundred and nineteeh;-weee ſub- 
4 ſcribed into the South- Sea Company : but of them there 
remained unſubſcribed near four hundred thouſand; and 
c after the twenty-firſt of March, ſeven teen hund red and 


«© nineteen, new army debentures were made out for debts 
% not before certified for near five hundred and fifty thou- 


fand pounds ſo that for ſome time before the year ſeven- 


e teen hundred and twenty-ſeven there was near a million 


4 circulating 


o  cireutiing ts amy debeutues at four pub t 
« any certain fund for paying the principal; for as che ünk⸗ N 
« ing fund had been appropriated' to the payment of debts 
«© contracted before the year ſeventeen huadred and fixteen, 
©. ſome people doubted whether it could be applied to the 
« payment of theſe debentures; and as there was always a 
great number of them at market, they came at laſt to be 
_ « ſold at thirty per cent. diſcount; but towards the latter 
er end of the year ſeventeen hundred and ſixteen, all which 
* could be got at any diſcount were bought up; and'a cer- 
« tain ſhop in this city. was particularly noted fot the pur- 
« chaſing ſuch debentures: at laſt, upon the ſeventh of 
March, ſeventeen hundred and twenty-ſix, a reſolution 
e was come to, in this Houſe, to pay off all thoſe army de- 
<0, bentures, of. which public notice was given; and by an 
« at of the ſame ſeſſion, the ſinking fund was appropriated 
« to the paying off all theſe debentures at their full price, 
oo „ by which the laſt purchaſers got, kin a few v months, above : 
10 _ per cent. clear ny” 


0 the age this laſt abuſe of power and truſt, (for 

it certainly is a great one to defraud the creditors of the go- 
vertiment for the emolument of the miniſter's friends and 
cteatures) I'muſt inform you, my friend, that a certain ban- 
ker in the city of London owed part of thoſe riches to this 


Vor. . G g g ſpecies 
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1 


ſpecies of monopolization, which enabled him to enter into 
ſchemes on. the ſame plan of monopoly, to accumulate in one 


hand dmoſt half the property in Great Britain. This i is * 


84 


dents which cats a ene to a ppt res Cs or — 


a princely fortune to a condition of beggary, more than to 
any proper kind of police, or care of the government, we 
owe the not being entirely reduced to a ſtate of vaſſalage to 
a few overgrown fortunes, raiſed by the arts of corruption, 
and by every ſpecies. « of fraud. which are the moſt inimical to 


mien ſecurity of ſocieties. 


/ 


'T HE aner, my gend. given FR Sir W Walpole to 


the charges of corruption, to abuſe of truſt in the direction 
of the foreign affairs of the kingdom, and to a general ſub- 
verſion i in theſe points of the morals of the whole kingdom, 
by connivance or example, was as vague and unſatisfactory 
as had been the anſwer given on the ſame ſubject by Mr. 


pelham; only it is worth obſervation, that he threw on the 


oppoſition the blame of all the miſcarriages during the late 
wars, for their having harangued againſt regular troops and 
ſtanding armies, and declared, that he ſhould think. himſelf 
very little concerned in the event of the preſent queſtion, if 
it were not 'for the encroachments which would thereby be 


made N the prerogatives of the om therefore, for the 
fake 


Nm. 
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fake oy his maſter, ber any regard to him 
that all thoſe who had any due regard for the conſtitution, 
and for the rights and prerogatives of the crown, without 


which the conſtitution could not be en would ag | 


nn of the motion. ror e 51452 e 19 ee 


Tus important motion, on the fate of which, it is pro- 


bable, hun g the preſervation or the deſtruction of the coun- 


try, by the effect it muſt neceſſarily have on the conduct of 


future miniſters, was loſt by an hundred and eighty- four 


voices; and if you will conſult the debates of the Commons 
in the year ſeventeen hundred and forty, you will, to your 


aſtoniſhment, find, that above ſixty members, who were ſup- 


poſed to be of the minority, left * Houſe * it came 
to a n. 


1 ſhould; I own to you, my friend, have been much puzzled 
to account for this phenomenon, if I had not had the good 
fortune to have been acquainted with Mr. Alderman Heath- 


cote, the few years which immediately preceded his death. 
Mr. Alderman Heathcote was a very worthy and a very honeſt 
man, unbiaſſed by party prejudice, and ſteady to the true in- 
tereſts of his country, which he underſtood better than almoſt. 
any member of the two Houſes I ever had the honor of con- 
verſin g with: he felt all the happy conſequences which muſt. 
G 8 5 . nan 


- 


4 
; elf, ke Wed Lirras v. | 


polion gung Wipe Is nnn the 
deſerted in the very criſis 5 the buſineſs by the tories, 1. ; 
party prejudices would not ſuffer them to crown their oppo- 
fition with ſucceſs, by acting on what e _ 
lican principles. | 


War hug, neceflary ruin. aſd attend a e whoſe 
Intereſts, if not deſerted for the lucre of gain, are thus wan- 
tonly, ſacrificed to ihe catch-word of a an _ 


. b England, eee to have a 
long breathing time without the being engaged in affairs of 
the Continent. Charles the Sixth, Emperor of Germany, 
and the laſt male- ſovereign. of the houſe of Auſtria, died on 
the twentieth day of October, 1740: he was ſucceeded in his 
hajnditery dominions by his eldeſt daughter, the Archducheſs 
Maris Therefa,. married: to the Grand Duke. of Tuſtany: 
but though this princeſs ſueceoded as Queen of Hungary, by 
virtue of tho pragmatic ſanction guatantied by all the powers 
in Europe, yet the reſtleſs ambition of her neighbours pro- 
duced ſuch conteſts as kindled a- new the flames of war in 
amm ,. n! animated with an 
ardent 


- 


* r 1 r 
ing His Leyran VI. 
a * N 15 


er was informed of the Emperor's. death 
tered Sileſia at the head of an army of twenty thouſand men, 


ſeized certain fieſs, to which he alledged his family kid claim, | 


% 


ſame time publiſhed a manifeſto, | | | 
had no intention to contravene; the pragmatic ſan 
| The Elecor of Bayaria refuſed to. acknowledge the Arc- ; 
ducheſs Queen of Hungary and Behemia, alledging, that. | 
| pretenſions to theſe dominiens, as & | 


of the Emperor F erdinand 
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On the meeting of the Engliſ Parliament, in the begin- 
ning of April, ſeventeen hundred and forty 
otmed that the Queem of 
requiſition of twelve thouſand men, ſtipul 
were told from the throne, that, in the 
tain ſtate of affairs, many, inc 
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render it neceſſary for his Majeſty to incur extraordinary ex. 
pences for maintaining the p ic. function, at a time 
when recounſe- could not poſſibly be had to the advice ane 
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The Hiſtry of Englend, 2 


= 2 rn n TRA waſting t the blood ain treaſure of 0 is a m 
F 7 e ſure which ſeems to have been invariably purſued by the go- 
| | „ vpennment, in a ſyſtematic way, from the firſt period of the 
=. 1 Revolution. Sir Robert Wal pole availed himſelf of the pre- 
= ſent opportunity for moving, that an aid of two hundred 

thouſand pounds ſhould be granted to the Queen of Hun- 

gary. Mr. Shippen, As uſual, proteſted againſt any interpo- . 

ſition in the affairs of Germany; and the Lower Houſe, as 

uſual, in their addreſs to the throne, approved of the mea- 

ſures of adminiſtration, and declared, that they would effec- | 


tually ſupport the King againſt all inſults and attacks which 
might be made upon any of his territories, though not be- 


longing to the crown of England; and that they would en- 

able him to contribute, in the moſt effectual manner, to the 
ſupport of the Queen of Hungary. Agreeable to the ſubject 
of this. addreſs, the Houſe reſolved, that three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to enable him 
e to on the _ of We. 


. ro defray: the FDI of the year, a mil- 
bu lion was deducted from the ſinking fund,—that treaſure, / 
which in time was to operate to the working the nation out 
of debt; and dhe land tax was continued at four chilling i 


TEE 
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Tur events of the war, my friend, ere nb endeemble Levren VI. 

to the ſucceſs which the government met with in the two 

Houſes of Parliament. Sir Challoner Ogle, who ſailed this 

year from Spithead, met with a ſtorm in the Bay of Biſcay, „ 
and his fleet, conſiſting of above one hundred and ſevent _ | od 

_ | fail, were ſcattered-and diſperſed. Ogle, after collecting his „ 

| ſcattered forces, continued his courſe to Jamaica; in his | 
way he encountered part of a French ſquadron, under 1 | - 
command of the Marquis D'Autin, who had orders to aſſiſt —_ 
the Spaniſh Admiral De Torres, in- attacking and- diſtreſſing TO : FC 0 
the Engliſh ſhips and colonies : on the refuſal of the French 6" 
to bring to, they were ſaluted by the Engliſh with a broad- | | 
fide; a ſmart engagement enſued ;- but as war had not yet 15 
been declared between the two nations, en the diſcovery by 

the morning light « of the F rench colours, hoſtilities ceaſed; | 

the reſpective commanders reciprocally excuſed - themſelves - 

for. the-miſtake which had happened, and parted friends, tho' | 

with. a conſiderable loſs of men on n. 8 11 711881 
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Ox the arrival of Ogle at Jamaica he _ Vice-Admiral 5 
Vernon, who, with the union of this ſquadron, was at the 
Bead of a formidable fleet, conſiſting of twenty- nine ſhips of 
the line, with an equal number of frigates, fire-ſhips, and f 
| bomb-ketches, all well manned,” and plentifully. m_ 
_ RG ſores, and neceſſaries.... 52014 -qmons ods 


Ls ; Ir 1s ſaid, 
* ; : N * £75 $ FP: 


malice, that the Havannah, and the whole ifland of Cuba, 


The 2 7 Englend, 


1, friend, that : this was the moſt. MEER 
| fleet and-army which had ever ſailed on theſe ſeas; and that 
had this armament been ready t6 act at the proper ſeaſon 
of the year, under e conduct of able officers who were 
united in council, and whoſe regard to the honor and the 
intereſt of their country was ſuperior to private pique and 


might have been eaſily reduced; that the whole treaſure 
af the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies would have been intercepted, and 
the proud Spaniard mme cruſhed and humbled into 
_ Goa: ( 


2 e 7 . 1 


Nor ſo eaſily, or fo ſurely, my friend, was England to be 
id for the many millions it had already ſpent-in this un- 
ſucceſsful war. By an unaccountable neglect in the diſpatch 
of buſineſs, Ogle was detained at Spithead until the ſeaſon 
for action was over; and whether it was owing to the fear of 
meeting with the periodical” rains, which begin about the 
end of April, and which are attended with epidemical diſ- 
tampers, or ſome. other conſideration, when. Ogle, on the 
ninth day of January,, arrived at Jamaica, Vernon, inſtead of 


_ in ende a blew un eden of, the French ſqua- 


ths enemy, proceeded: ta \Carthiagenas.. en the Englith, 


from 
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diſagreement between the Admiral-and. the General, were 
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